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URVIVE/COMFORT : 


Dental Emergency Preparation?? CSurvival Fishing Kit - 
Thanks, but r d rather not think: about it. This military fishing kit is a current issue 
Let's face it, there are very few things we would like to think | item to military pilots, and select recon 
about less than dental emergencies. But there are few things | troops. Designed for the individual 


more painful or discomforting than oral distress. And pain is a} Soldier's survival under adverse condi- 
debilitating factor which can greatly reduce your chances of | tions, it assumes no knowledge of 


oe 
i] 
r= | 
CJ 
_ 
simple survival. fishing techniques by the user. The 
. A ‘ ; A _ | complete step by step instructions are Watered enti the case is 
Consider this scenario. If you and your family or friends go camp sturdy plastic. Contents of the kit include: a packet of 8 assorted flies: 
an assortment of hooks in various sizes; over 100 feet of tine in 
various weights; leaders, swivels; 6 spinners; 3 spoons; pins; 
needles; and a single edge razor blade. The sealed kit measures only 
4%2"" x 244"' x 1 1/8'". This item is a must for the outdoorsman or 
WHISUEVIVANR Ges crers oso caus «is eRe sore .$19.75/each. 
C) Battle Dress Uniforms - GET EeD 
HCombat Emergency Bandage S(GENUINE GY 7" x5" 1%") and light weight makes it easily por- 
auc UC Ls LC ue | table, The kit contains easy, step by slep, color coded instructions 


CJ Emergency 
Signalling Mirror- 
} GENUINE GI 
This laminated glass 
survival mirror was 
issued to crew members 
of the Army Air Corps 
and later the Air Force, 
Circa WWII as part of their 
basic survival gear. y Manufactured by’ none other than 
General Electric, it measures approximately 3'° x 5'' x Va"' and 
features a sighting slot in the center to aim the reflection directly 
at search and rescue planes. Complete instructions for use are on 
the back of each mirror. In optimum conditions, the reflection has 
a range of 10 miles. A real collector's item as well as a necessary 
survival kit insert. Brand new, in mint condition .. $12.75/each. 


Emergency Signalling Mirror - Commercial Manufacturer 
= Styled after the genuine military mirror above, this is an economical, 
practical and necessary insert in every survival kit. Brand new. 

SO a es ie tS ad $6.00/each; 2 for $10.00. 


CL] Emergency Dental Kit (EDK) ™ 


Kaufman's offers a kit prepared by a 
dentist which offers first aid and tem- 
porary relief for lost fillings, broken 
teeth, loose crowns or bridges, broken 
dentures, minor toothaches, and other 
dental emergencies: 

Our Emergency Dental Kit (EDK)™M 
has all the emergency items you 
need to help yourself or a loved 4 
one until professional dental care 
can be obtained. The EDK is 
packed in a crushproof, lightweight 
plastic case. Its compact size (approximately 


pockets are bel- 
lowed); draw- 
string cuffs; 
adjustable 
waist = 


measurements when or- 
dering. (Woodland 
Pattern Ca 

-50% cotton/50% 
nylon. Army's latest 
issue; the pants have 
a reinforced seat and 
knees; the jacket has 
reinforced elbows. Brand 


ing, boating, fishing or hunting miles from any civilization and 
days or weeks from your family dentist, how would you cope 
with an unexpected dental urgency?? 

Pants feature: 6 coX Jackets feature: 4 pockets, 
pockets (thigh nae bellow style. Tell us your 
Ey chest, height, and waist 
bandage ts| the ‘one issued to every combat soldier and is carried Wm | with diagrams. Every necessary component from built-in mirror to 2 in] , New. Specify: Jacket or 
MU Ree ie TL ree a | tweezers, cement and toothache drops are included, all pre-mixed EF fj P 2 ee Pants... . $30.00/each. 
SUC eee te ORR meeem@m | and ready to use. Enough material is included in this kit for repeated =k ie $57.50/sat. 
ble wrapped in a sterile. waterproof plastic outerwrap. When opened it | RENelitea toss { \Day Desert Pattern Camouflage - 50% cotton/ 


consists of a 4°° x 7°’ sterile Cotton pad with twin olive drab (OD) 4 J 50% nyi T of 
on ao ’ ival or first aid gear i ith , 4 nylon. Latest issue to Airborne Troops 
green tavis. 48"° in length and 3" wide EDK. No survi id gear is complete without one. A must for the Rapid Deployment Force, Brand New Rein= 


The Traumedic'™ dressing is used to stop) severe bleeding. By using ede hikers, hunters, birdwatchers, rote: a forced as Woodland Patter above. Specify: 
‘the ‘non \stretch gauze tails the bandag@ can double as a sling, | aaa ; $19.75/each. ee Jacket or Pants. . . $34,00/each; $65.00/set. 
Stabalizer for dislocations and immobilizer Tor fractures. MIMini Emergency Dental Kit, also available! <= Ofve Drab (0D) Green - 100% cotton, 
MR ml eR ml | Our Mini Emergency Dental Kit contains the same y| ripstop as used in early Vietnam. Current Gi 
every first aid kit! oo... Bi ACR RAC AUIEg | materials and instructional booklet as its big brother. manufacture. Brand New. Specify: Jacket or 
However it has no mirror, and a little less material Uc agen oe $30.00/each; $57.50/set. 
{although there is still plenty of dental preparation for CoTiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commer- 
Tepeated applications). The Mini Dental Kit comes pack- Cial Manufacture - these are made by a US Government contractor to 
ed in a crush proof, water proof, plastic cylinder that military specs. The tiger stripe pattem is true. They are reinforced 
weighs only three ounces. as the Woodland Pattern Camouflage, above, Regular lengths only {no 
If space or eae is a consideration, choose our mini longs). Specify Jacket or Pants .......... $34.00/each; $65.00/set. 
EDK . yaar guer conte ‘ - $10.95/each. 


[1Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (4 kautman's Ex- 


Clusive): 2 GI stainless stee! tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4"’ and 24'") ballchains.....,..... $5.D0/set 


(Regulation GI Dog Tags- 


set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless 


chains (4"'and 24") ....... $3.00/each ee We're America’s 
Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY on . _ 
THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line. CIMilitary Pocket Knife me CENUINE, GI s Army & Navy xXx 
IPMN vs cities seastie sce only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set} Genuine Gl, current issue, this stainless steel folding knife Store!! 
is of indestructible construction of heavy gauge stainless . ia | xd + 
PE SAO ACOIU GEM R ECLA I steel, it measures 3%" closed, and features a large 


LC) Rain Poncho— Gaia) 


L1Dog Tag sails > black, non- sn rubber bumpers for lade, bottle opener, can opener, hole punch and ring 


Pon) sean ye sss. ..$1,00/pair — 10F affixing to the belt. Specify These versatile genuine US military ponchos can double as ground 
whather US or USMC imprint is cloths, tent flys, and sleeping bags. These feature snap closures 
Gasirad ......... $13.75/each. and grommets and covers. Their large size is meant to accom- 
LSS modate backpacks. Select from: 
CNylon Knife Sheath - ours are government spec Cl] Camouflage; Leaf/Woodland Pattern. Nylon ripstop. Brand 
polypropylene webbing constructed with attention to detail. They will _MEW..................... ee $33.75/each. 
fil on any width belt and feature velcro closure. Specify ove drab (] Olive Drab (OD) Green—Nylon ripstop. Brandnew ........ 


i a. TGTREENA Sc eis wo tes went me. $23.00/each. 
ee ig aha Olive Drab (OD) Green Heavyweight Rubberized Canvas. 


: wy — Brand new $27.00/each. 
MMilitary Goods Catalog - 32 pages of genuine ATISFACTION GU ANTEED Poncho Liner-Camouflace.G@axunaren 
clothing, gear and equiped with an emphasis on oO Waterproof Match Box— C) Poncho Liner-Camou age- 
camoutlage. See details on these’ and many more related items. This non-reflective, olive drab (OD) green matchbox was first The poncho liner is an extremely lightweight quilt of polyester 
TRUM ECR UULICLaMM! made for the military in WWII. Constructed in high impact plas-  fiberfill. It is a waterproof blanket, camouflage on both sides, 
5 tic, it seems indestructible. The rubber gasket is in mint con- that traps and maintains the body's heat. Provides warmth 
(Space Age Blanket - warmth without weight - these are dition and it comes complete with striking flint on the bottom and protection under the harshest, most frigid conditions. 
US made by Thermos. Constructed of space age materials and * a meus ii7s/each=atorss.o0, (BrandineWs..--.. u ss ene age cees $33.75/each. 
technology, they reflect 80% of a person's body heat. Manufacturers 
test show them to be 10 times warmer than wool. Choose between: ) 7 5 
Rescue Blanket - Designed for emergency use, this blanket takes ‘We're Not .The Cheapest! But Then, We're Bax Sunglasses . 
up about the space of a pack of cigarettes yet unfolds to a full 56" x Not Trying To Be. For over 65 years the Kaufman name) has s 25% Off - these are the } 
aC me Ce ATL heen respected for offering the finest in genuine military goods an@in- fi Real McCoys by Bausch & Lomb. | 
WSportsman's Blanket - The folded size of this blanket is larger than [MSICIMMgMAUNACUMTAUM OME (ACLS Our service E Also Genuine USAF and NASA Pilot § 
the rescue blanket. It was designed for ordinary camping use and Abe , ; : ; glasses. See Military Goods Catalog 
reuse. It unfolds to 56°’ x 84°’ and has grommets in the perimeter of SOCK 1 are shipped no later than the next business day J for details. I 
the blanket for convenience in lashing ............ $14.00/pach. regardless of whether you pay by check. money order. credit card y 


WSportsman’s Blanket without grommets - This blanket has al the eae (There is a C.0.D tee of $4.00 in addition to the regular IMM DIATE SHIPMENT | 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 oe nee — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-5:30 (Mountain Time) 


features described above, but without the grommets . . ner Serwice Department 


¥ Sem with an 800 SHIPPING COSTS 


ber 8 Oc. 1Tiesy Eas a eer F yous Qu Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
Whether you're é 5 emChanae each order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
s of an ord you pl any. insurance and handling. 

“ge Orders'Upmos lel beeen. scan... 20.0% -$3.00 
No, we're not the cheapest, Bul you get what you pay for. I! you order Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 ..............-. 3.75 
the Cheapest you may wail\a long time tor delivery of something you Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 .............4., 4.50 
May ultimately be unhappy’ with. tf you order from Kaufman's you'll Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 ......... a. See 
See why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 ................ 6.25 
Customer Service Department always) available) will squeeze the most Orders from $70.01 t0 90.00.........,.....- 7.25 
Value out ‘of every dollar you Vesmiiah Ordersioven Gur a ete orate 8.00 

— — Canadian Drders—Send Double Amount indicated. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-5:30 (Mountain Time) 


C Angle Head pelo 
This is the heavy duty 


olive drab plastic flashlight i to ail tary units, 
The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 
Brand new, sold in the Gi box........,.-.5- 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


F you read Soldier of Fortune Magazine, you probably 

know that Jake Jatras, U.S. Regional Director of IPSC, 
and I are running for a seat on the National Rifle Association 
Board of Directors. But you probably wonder why, and with 
which faction. 

Most of you know about the pitched battle of the last 
several years between the “Old Guard of the NRA” and the 
“Federation for the NRA.” We have never before witnessed 
such a can of worms. The policies, activities and personali- 
ties of both sides leave something to be desired. But there is 
not space in this column to discuss adequately this interne- 
cine conflict. 

You do not need to be told how important Second Amend- 
ment rights are to me. First, my business is based on the 
right to bear arms. Second, my politics are shaped by the 
idea that a man who governs himself has to be ready to 
protect himself: Nobody is going to take care of him. Third, 
the life I want to live, the nation I want to live in, and my 
pursuit of liberty would be compromised by any comprom- 
ise of our Second Amendment rights. 

The NRA is the biggest, broadest based and most effective 
gun-law lobbying organization in America, although there 
are smaller groups more closely aligned with my stand on 
American gun law. 

Our main quarrel with the NRA is with their seeming 
desire to avoid “unpopular” issues like handguns and con- 
cealed weapons. The average homeowner who wants a hand- 
gun for self-defense, the businessman who keeps shop in a 
high-crime area, and the military arms collector are not 
adequately represented by the NRA. 

We know the vast majority of NRA members who join the 
NRA do so because they see the NRA — through the Institute 
for Legislative Action — as their only bulwark against the 
invasion of their rights by oppressive anti-gun legislation. 
We will do our best to ensure that the NRA intensifies its 
effort to protect these rights . .. and that includes handguns! 

We want to go to Washington for you, so we all can de- 
mand the right we have already been granted. Jefferson, 
Paine and the like didn’t have hunting and target shooting in 
mind when they advocated that every private citizen should 
be armed. 

It is my political philosophy — which emanates from the 
work of 18th-century English and French theorists — that it 
is the right of the people to overthrow an oppressive, tyran- 
nical government. You cannot do that without arms. Indeed, 
the only substantial difference between the plights of the 
Poles and the Afghans is that Afghan civilians are armed and 
the Poles are not. 

We want to represent what the average gunowner wants 
out of the NRA. The only plank in our platform is pursuit of 
the right to bear arms. It is our only reason for running, and it 
is our only claim on your vote. — Robert K. Brown 
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GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the meth- 
ods peopie use to get even with big 
business. government, and ene- 
mies More sophisticated and in- 
volved tricks are included, such as 
ones devised by CIA and Mafia 
members and political dirty tricks- 
ters. Over 80 sections present dirty 
tricks ranging from simple to elab- 
orate in nature 5% x 8%, hard- 
cover. 180 pp $11.95 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
1982 edition of the finest military medical handbook we 
have ever seen! The U.S. Army Special Forces are known 
to train the world’s most accomplished medics, and this 
book is the reason why. It has everything: 400 pages of 
comprehensive into on disease diagnosis and treatment. 
emergency war surgery. drugs and doses. emergency 
paramedical skills, plus big sections on pediatrics. ob- 
stetrics. orthopedics, emergency denta! treatment. and 
much, much more. Every survival library must have this 
book! 4 x 7, softcover. tllus . 400 pp. $14.95 


CHINA’S NINJA CONNECTION 
by Randall Brown 
At last, the forerunners of the Japanese Ninja and Korean 
Hwa Rang warriors have come out of the shadows. Long 
shrouded in illusion and superstition, the Lin Kuei (Forest 
Demons) have endured since their birth in the forests of 
long-ago China. A deadly, no-nonsense fighting style, 
known only to the Kuei until now, is detatied here by an 
American Kuei warrior. A Master of Survival, the Kuei uses 
the cunning behavior of forestanimals in his combat tech- 
niques, as well as modern-day explostves, biomechanics 
and kinesiology. Includes info on theft, subterfuge, spying. 
wilderness survival, animal arts, and more. S12 x 8%, hard- 
cover, 186 photos 160 pp $16.95 


NINJA DEATH TOUCH 
by Ashida Kim, 
Arcane secrets of an unholy 
science that kills with the wave of a 
hand Certain ninja practiced the 
Death Touch. a type of black med- 
icine that destroys through ma- 
ntpulation of the body’s nervous 
circulatory, and chisystems Learn 
Dim Hsueh. Dim Ching. and the 
infamous Dim Mak techniques I!- 
lustrated with step-by-step photos 

5". x 8'., softcover. illus . 104 pp 
$10.00 


NINJA 
DEATH 
TOUCH 
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ASHIDA KIM. 


THE RUGER PISTOL 
EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 


For the first time, conversion plans for a super-compact, selective-fire machine pistol! 
Transform your Ruger Mark | or Il into a fistful of power—all without modifying the receiver or 


bolt group and using straightforward, hand-built parts. This is without doubt the smallest, 
most concealable machine pistol in its class that can be fired full automatic with complete 
control. This ingenious conversion fires from the original closed bolt system—making firing 


extremely accurate—and utilizes all original trigger components. The conversion design is 
adaptable to both the Mark | and Il models of current manufacture. The detathable auto 
tripper device can readily be removed for semiauto shooting only. As with our other Exotic 
Weapons Systems books, machinist's drawings, full-scale templates and detailed photos 
accompany step-by-step instructions. Turn your trusty Ruger pistol into a powerhouse that 


will fit in your pocket. 9 x 12, softcover, illus., photos, 96 pp. 


DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY 
THE PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD’S MANUAL 
by Leroy Thompson 
Only the bodyguard stands between death or kidnapping 
and his high-threat clients, For their sakes and his, he had 
better be a pro. Now learn the business of guarding like it 
really is. It's not brawn, but brains that keeps clients alive, 
writes Leroy Thompson—the strategies that prevent trou- 
ble and the training that stops it instantly. Topics include 
auto security (where 80 percentof terrorist assaults Occur), 
home or office security, weapons, high-profile and low- 
profile 8Gs and their jobs, and more. 5% x 8%, softcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $10.00 


WEAPONS OF THE STREET 
by Dr. Ted Gambordella 

Don't let fear of a bat-swinging or 
chain-wielding punk dog your step. 
This street- wise manual shows how 
to defend oneself against clubs, 
chains, bottles, knives. Close-up 
Photos show how to use common- 
sense fighting moves and jightning- 
fast speed to turn weapons of the 
Street to your undisputed advan- 
tage. 5% x 8%, softcover, photos, 
80 pp. $8.00 


OR TED GAMBORDELLA 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 
Never before available to the pub- 
lic This complete guide to physi- 
cal and combat survival. training. 
and tactics is believed to be the 
traning manuai of Britain's Spe- 
cial Air Service (SAS} Contains 
rare info on evading guard dogs. 
sabotage. survivat navigation. eva- 
sion and escape. and much more! 
8. x 11. softcover. tilus., 160 pp 
$14.95 


THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here 1s a Conversion system you can bet your life on! 
Now you can transform your Auger 1022 into a selective- 
fire, close-combat gun you can trust With simple hand 
tools. you can build the parts that will Convert your trusty 
Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 
1.000 rounds per minute on full auto—ail without modify- 
ing the receiver or trigger housing in any way Just drop 
in the conversion parts. and you're ready for whatever — 
or whomever—comes Over 60 explicit photos machin- 
ist's drawings and full-scale templates accompany the 
detailed instructions for making this conversion fool- ; 
proof 9 x 12. softcover. illus. 96 pp $12.00 


PBS SS SS SE SS SSS SSS SS 


$12.00 


NEW I.D. IN AMERICA 
Want one more chance at life— 
with a “clean state?” Trade in your 
old identity for a new start. Here is 
a step-by-step guide to creating a 
totally new you—with a birth certif- 
icate, passport. driver's license. 
Social Security number—all you 
need for breaking with your past 
This ts 1983, up-to-date info. Grab 
tt!5%x 8%, softcover. ilus., 120 pp 
$10.00 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 


few complete, hardcover studies 
of this terrifying and deadly mar- 
tial art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibility, co- 
vert entry, escape and evasion. 
assassination, sentry removal, 
meditation, mind clouding, and 
much more. A riveting, ali-new 
selection. 5'% x 8%, hardcover, 200 
photos. 168 pp. $16.95 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 


Use this new home workshop guide to convert your Mim 
into a selective-fire. silenced, SWAT-type weapon! Pro- 
vides compiete workshop plans. 50 close-up photos, 
and full-scale templates This conversion process re- 
quires no machtning or special tools Once completed. it 
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automatic Connec- 
tor (the book's secret'} of remove it as needed Also 
includes detasled plans for a quick-and-easy caliber 223 
silencer The finest selective-fire conversion manual 
Paladin has ever published! 9 x 12. softcover photos 
templates 72 pp $12.00 


UP YOURS! 
by George Hayduke 
All-new, advanced revenge tech- 


from the author of Get Even. Here 
are the meanest. nastiest pranks 
for snakelike salesmen, nagging 
relatives. nosey neighbors, and alt 
_ those people you love to hate. 
Read Up Yours! and start getting 
even today! 5% x 84, hardcover, 
175 pp. $12.95 


This is the real thing—one of the | 


niques and original dirty tricks | 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES q PALADIN PRESS Send geo 

AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I PO BOX 1307-K ME = CATALOG, 
SERIES sevice cs ec snes coacane $12.00 $12.00 BOULDER, CO 80306 =m Catalog free 
THE FIGHTING RIFLE . .. $12.95 FALLOUT SURVIVAL... . $12.00 | Phone (303) 443-7250 we with order, 


U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT 
MANUAL 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES ..,... tbaeeeay $14.95 

| HATE YOU! 

REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 
WEAPON SYSTEM 

IHOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ANYBODY 


SURVIVAL EVASION AND 


SURVIVAL POACHING . 

DRAGONS TOUCH 

HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 
EAVESDROPPING 

SNEAK IT THROUGH 


| Please send me the following titles: 
NINJA SECRETS OF 
INVISIBILITY 


SPECIAL FORCES i 
HANDBOOK,..............- $ 8.00 | 
U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING 


. $14.95 


| Call TOLL FREE for credit Card orders: 1-800-824-7888: 
| Ask for Operator #249, Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919. 


i 
LI 
| Bill my: VISA O MasterCard kxp. Date ____ | 
i 
i 


—" Cai No ye A SUBTOTAL 
i NAME Please include 
$3 postage 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED D apomess me 


civ StAlE. es TOTAL 
Se Ss en es 2 es ee en 2 2 en ee ee es ee 2 es 
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For Fast Delivery —Credit Card Orders. 


Mastercard and Visa only. 


Call Toll Free 
1-800-323- 
ilinors, Alaska, Hawai 
1-312-766-1150 


3233 


The Ultimate for Your AR-7 New! 

Mitchell AR-50O Accessory Package. 
Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock, 
Locks open and closed. Compact —26” 
overall when closed, Regular size open. 
Unique design grip will house original 10- 
round magazine. Ventilated forend covers 
50% of barrel and allows continuous shoot- 
ing even with hot barrel. This accessory re- 
duces overall weight by approx, 1/2 pound. 
Order No. 242000 $69.95 


AR-7 50-rd, Mitchell Drum Magazine. 
Designed for easy loading, reliable func- 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of the rounds. 

Order No. 193300 $29.95 
Mitchell 50-rd. Mag. for 10/22 Rifle. 
Order No. 193000 $29.95 


Mag-Lite Flashlites. Constructed of 

high strength, corrosion resistant, air- 
craft aluminum. The anodized exterior 
surfaces are abrasion and glare-resistant. 
Adjustable light beam: from concentrated 
beam to full flood with just a twist of the 
wrist. Features a waterproof, rugged push~- 
button switch. This flashlite is shockproof, 
waterproof and corrosion-resistant. 
Comes with spare bulb. 


Order No. Size Price 
320101 2-Cell Standard D-Cell $19.95 
320102 3-Cell Standard D-Cell $21.95 


320103 4-Cell Standard D-Cell 
320104 5-Cell Standard D-Cell $23.95 
320105 6-Cell Standard D-Cell $24.95 


Lifeknife Commando. The best survival 

knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 
6" blade constructed from 440C stainless 
steel heat treated to RH57-58, Aircraft 
aluminum hollow handle is waterproof. 
Contains N.AT.O. wire saw, lifeboat 
matches, survival fish hooks, assorted split 
shot, 20 ft. of 10 Ib. test line, 6 ft. snare 
utility wire; needles: sutures; water purifi- 
cation tablets. Black leather belt sheath, 
thongs and sharpening stone. Jeweled 
compass built into the cap. 12” overall. 


Order No, {722S0 $49.95 


$22.95 


D Pachmayr Stainless Stee! .45 Maga- 
zine. The most precisely manufactured, 
fastest Action clip you'll ever own. Has a 
custom rounded follower and comes with 
combat bumper. 

Order No. 193110 $19.95 
Browning Hi-Power 9 mm Magazine. 

13 shot. 


Order No. 191620 $15.00 
AR-15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 191220 $ 7.95 


Ruger® Mini-14®. 20-shot Magazine Blue. 
Order No. 190720 $ 6.95 
Ruger® Mini-14®. 30-shot Magazine Blue. 
Order No, 190820 $ 8.95 
Ruger® Mini-14®. 40-shot Magazine Blue. 
Order No. 191020 $17.95 
M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Steel. 


Order No. 190420 $ 5.00 
Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 192620 $14.95 


Mitchell 50-rd. Magazine for 10/22 Rifle. 
Order No. 193000 $29.95 


PRIRELLEX® 


ACORPORATION ~~ 


6 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


E “Pineapple” Hand Grenade. 
This grenade is completely 
inert and harmless, but looks 
like the real thing. Comes with 
detachable firing lever. 


Order No, 1721GO $6.95 


8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8-.22 

caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
Order No. 260110 Blue § 9,95 
Order No, 260120 Chrome $10.95 
G .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 

6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as fast 
as you can pull the trigger. 


Order No. 260510 Blue $10.95 
Order No, 260520 Chrome $11.95 
.22 Cal. Tear Gas Cartridges. (10) 
Order No. 260202 $2.95 
-22 Cal. Extra-Loud Blanks. (100) 
Order No. 260204 $3.95 


U.S.A.F. L-2B Flight Jacket. Official Air 

Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). 
Sage Green with International Orange 
lining 100% polyester with knit coflar, cuffs 
and waistband. Two inner and two outer 
pockets plus zipper cigarette pocket on 
left sleeve, Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 


Order No.012900 49°55 Sale $34.95 


U.S.A.F. MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket. Same as 
L2-B but with 100% polyester baiting lining 
for warmth, No epaulets. Sage Green- 
Orange fining. Sizes: S, M, L. XL. 

Order No.0134GO 


449755 Sale $34.95 


G.I. M-65 Fietd Jacket. The latest U.S. 

Army issue field jacket made of 50% 
nylon and 50% cotton with Quarpel water 
repeliency. Features a zip-in hood, heavy- 
duty front zipper plus snap closures, draw- 
strings at the waist and bottom of the jacket. 
Extra room in the shoulders for complete 
freedom of movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 


0.D. Green 
$49-85 Sale $39.95 


Order No,0107GO 
$49.85 Sale $39.95 


Woodland Camo. 
Order No. 0107WO 
G.I. M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner 
that turns the M-65 into an all weather 
jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
Order No, 0107A0 $19.95 
British Commando Knife. This is the 
famed Sykes-Fairbairn knife made in 
Sheffield, England. Originally designed 
for the British Commandos in W.W. II, 6" 
double edge razor sharp blade. With black 
leather sheath. 


Order No. 170300 $24.95 


The very best outdoor clothing and action equipment 
Catalog Specials! Buy Direct and Save! 


THE PARELLEX 


ET YOUR 


J “Great Guns” T-Shirts. Wear your 
favorite gun on your chest. Actual 
exploded view of the world's most popular 
guns. 100% cotton, cream color. Made in 
the USA. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Order No, 161000 Mini-14 

Order No. 1610Q1 1911.45 Auto 
Order No. 1610Q2 .30 cal. Carbine 
Order No. 1610Q3 Ruger 10/22 


Order No. 161004 UZI SMG 

Order No. 1610Q5 Browning 9mm 
Order No. 161006 Ruger Security Six 
Order No. 1610Q7 M-16 


$9.95 

K U.S. Air Force Pilots’ Sunglasses, Gen- 
uine U.S. Air Force issue. Neutral grey 

optical quality lenses. Handsome 14 kt. 

gold electroplate frames, Complete with 

issue carrying case. . 

Regular (52mm lens) 


Order No. 0612E0 $24.95 
Large (57mm lens) 
Order No. 0612E 1 $29.95 


Mini-14 Pouch Set. 

G.I. nylon mag pouch with 
3-30 rd. clips for the Mini-14. so 
Order No. M14S $39.95 
AR-15/M-16 Pouch Set. G.I, nylon mag 
pouch with 3-30 rd. clips for the AR-15/ M-16. 
Order No. M16S $24.95 

M-1 15-rd. Pouch Set. G.!. pouch with 2 

G.l. 15-rd. clips. 

Order No, 231100 $6.95 

.45 Auto Pouch Set. G.]. pouch with 2 

G.I. .45 clips. 


Order No. 452M $11.95 


SIGHTS ON 


as 


Mini-14 Pistol Grip Stock. Made of 

DuPont Zytel® ST-801, the toughest 
plastic made. The same materia! used for 
military rifles. This stock has an offhand 
shooting notch and a 1” rubber recoil pad 
making it the ultimate Mini-14 stock. Fits 
181, 182 and all later models. 
Order No. 400200 $49-85 Sale $39.95 


FFERENCE. 


Six Pocket Bush Short. A popular style 
for campers and hikers. Made of the 
tough, durable material you find in regular 

fatigues with triple needle side and yoke 

seams. in front there's two flapped, patch 

Pockets and 2 slash pockets. In back there 
are 2 patch pockets with flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 
Order No.3404GO 0O.D. Green $15.95 
Order No. 3404KO_ Khaki $15.95 
Order No. 3404CO Camouflage $15.95 


R Military Logo Baseball Caps. Proudly 
display the U.S.M.C. Bulldog, Airborne 
Screaming Eagle, Special Forces insignia 
or the famous Parellex logo in fuil color. 
Mesh back with adjustable headband. 
Order No. 380390 USMC $6.95 
Order No. 380380 Airborne $6.95 
Order No. 380360 Special Forces $6.95 
Order No. 3801S2 Parellex $6.95 
The Bionic Ear. Extremely sensitive 
pointable, electronic listening device 
the size of a fiashlight. Amplifies sounds 
and passes them on to the user through 
stereo headphones which are included. 
Warning: this device is not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. Used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
law enforcement personnel. It can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds., feet scuffling ina 
warehouse at 200 ft., a car door shutting 
at S blocks and a coon dog on the trail 
up to 2 miles away. Uses 9 volt battery. 
Order No. 310300 $69.95 


U.S. Military Fatigues. Latest issue. 

Heavy-duty biend of 50% cotton/50% 
nylon with reinforced elbows, seat and 
knees. Jacket has four large cargo pockets. 
Trousers have two slash pockets, two rear 
pockets, two large cargo pockets on legs. 
Jacket available in Sm. (33"-37"), Md. 
(37"-41"), Lg. (41'-45"), X Lg. (45"-up). 
Trousers available in waist sizes Sm (27"'- 
31"), Md. (31"-35"), Lg. (85"-39"), X Lg. 
(39"-43"). Available in Woodland Camo., 
U.S.M.C. Recon Tiger Stripe (50% cotton/ 
50% polyester), Day Desert. 
Order No. 01470 Jacket $29.95 
Order No. 01420 Trousers $29.95 


U Folding Trench Knife. The 3/2" stainless 
steel biade folds conveniently into the 
unique knuckle handle for protection and 
safety. The 5" steel handie has a decora- 
tive inset. Length open—8/,". 


Order No. 172010 319-85 Sale $9.95 


Camouflage Ranger Vest. This new 

vest has a pocket for everything, Back 
pockets, front pockets, side pockets, bel- 
lows pockets, hidden pockets, a total of 
eight. Woodland Camo. cotton blend with 
shirt-tail sides, and hide-away hood in 
collar. A rugged action vest that is good 
looking and functional whether you are 
wearing fatigues or jeans. Sizes:S, M,L, XL. 
Order No. 0148CO $39.95 


Little Black Box. WARNING: this device 
is not to be used for surveillance! Auto- 
matically starts recorder when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation 
on both sides. Automatically stops re- 
corder when phone is hung up! It can be 
attached anywhere along the line. Plugs 
into ANY recorder. Causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! 2" x 2" x 94". 


Alligator clip hook-up 
Order No. 310101 $2555 Sale $24.95 


Modular plug-in hook-up 
OrderNo.810102 $2655 Sale $24.95 


Trident Hand Crossbow. This is the 

most powerful hand crossbow ever 
made. It has a pull-weight of 45 pounds 
(or optional 70 Ib.) for unique accuracy 
and stopping power. The barrel and frame 
are tough aiuminum. Grips are highimpact 
Piastic. The prod is a very special fiber- 
glass. Micro adjustable sights. Comes 
with 2 target bolts. Ask For Accessories. 


Order No. 080101 $99.95 
Optional 70 Ib. Prod 
Order No. 080102 $29.95 


U.S. Army M-1949 Mountain Sleeping 

! Bag. This tough durable bag has been 

the standard G.1. issue sleeping bag. Made 
of tough, weatherproof, ripstop nylon 

with over 40 ounces of crushed waterfowl 
feathers for extra warmth and comfort. 
Keeps you warm down to 10 degrees. 
Size:87" x 27". 

Order No. 3001G1 

$49.95 


The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks, “!mpro- 
vised Munitions Handbook” is the most 
sought after (until now impossible to 
obtain) Army Manual. includes chapters 
on: Mines & Grenades, Small Arms 
Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses; Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufac- 
ture Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, 
and Recoiiless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials. And much more! New expanded 
edition! Limited number available! 
ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


Ordering information! To order by mail, use coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information. For questions or information call 1-312-766-1150. To order by 
phone use Mastercard or Visa. Call 1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 
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OU CAN 
DO YOUR BIT... 
Sirs: 

About eight weeks ago I sent a small 
care package to a battery of Marines in 
Lebanon. From the reply I received you’d 
have thought I sent them a million dollars. 

The package contained nothing more 
than my treasured back issues of SOF, all 
36 of them, and some canned food. Come 
to think of it, it would have been worth a 
million dollars to me in Nam. I remember 
receiving 20 comic books from my dad 
and weeping for 30 minutes; it was some- 
thing real and tangible from ‘‘the world.”’ 
I don’t have to tell those of you who are 
vets about the empty aloneness we felt 
while fighting. Let’s not bring these guys 
home from Beirut soured and bitter be- 
cause we didn’t care enough to think of 
those things that are small to us but mean 
the world to them. 

I challenge SOF readers to send reading 
materials, words of encouragement and 
anything else. A dried salami would bring 
a howl of joy to some grunt. Can you 
remember the guy who didn’t have any 
family or just didn’t get any mail? We can 
do something. 

Though your time of active duty may be 
over, it’s not time to forget those who’ ve 
taken our places. Brighten up their lives. 
The reply and feeling you’ll get is worth a 
million bucks. 

Bill Hunt 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

Because SOF must be composed 
months ahead of time, it is possible that 
the U.S. Marines may have left Beirut by 
the time you’re reading this. If not, send 
your packages and letters to Commanding 
Officer, 22nd Marine Amphibious Unit, 
Detachment M, 6th Fleet, FPO NY 
09502. —The Eds. 


INE EYES HAVE 
SEEN THE GLORY... 
Sirs: 

It was as if SOF came to life. My evac- 
uation from the Grand Anse campus on 
Grenada, preceeded by a pounding bar- 
rage of artillery from A6 Intruders and 
helicopter gunships to secure the 
periphery of the campus, was made less 
traumatic due to the fact that SOF has 
provided me with impeccable descriptions 
of warfare and weaponry. 

‘‘The Grenada Papers’’ (see SOF, 
February 84) further compliments your 
commitment to excellence as it was not 
only accurate, but riddled with behind- 
the-scenes details. 

I would like to thank all the members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces who participated 
in our evacuation. True, it was uniquely 
exciting, but the sight of a chopper billow- 
ing smoke and slamming into the harbor 
made me realize the death war brings. To 
these unsung heroes, you will never be 
forgotten. 

Carl Mazzara 
Brooklyn, New York 
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URIS ILLNESS 
NOT SERIOUS... 
Sirs: 

I have a reliable contact in the Kremlin 
who informed me of the exact nature of 
Soviet Premier Yuri Andropov’s illness. 
He acquired it working with the KGB’s 
military export division. Yuri Andropov 
has a Kalashni cough. Ahem. 

Kevin Goebel 
Janesville, Wisconsin 

Just at press-time, the Soviets 
announced Andropov’s death — but the 
Joke still stands. — The Eds. 


PREAD 
YOUR WINGS... 

Sirs: 7 

In March *81 you kindly published a 
letter on my behalf, requesting readers to 
forward me whatever badges and patches 
they had available from their various 
police agencies so I could build up a col- 
lection for our officers’ club. I am pleased 
to say I have received well over 4,000 
patches and 200 badges for which I con- 
vey my greatest thanks. I used the same 
method through Guns and Ammo and re- 
ceived about 180 items, which proves 
SOF is the magazine read by most police 
officers throughout the world. 

The curator of the South African Police 
Museum, who is compiling a collection of 


parabat wings, has asked that I approach 
you, requesting readers to kindly forward 
wings to add to the museum’s collection. I 
assure you every donation will be highly 
appreciated, and if there are friends who 
would like to add any spare cap badges, 
these too will be highly thought of. 
Keep up the good work. 
Roy V. Moore 
South African Reserve Police 
Force 
P.O. Box 78 
Wynberg C.P. 
Cape Town, South Africa 7824 
SOF translates the South African ‘‘par- 
abat wings’’ to be what we call jump 
wings. — The Eds. 


ESEARCHING 
THE RPG... 
Sirs: 

The Terrorism Research Centre is com- 
piling a wide-ranging case study on the 
RPG weapons family, especially the RPG 
2, 7 and 16, and would much appreciate 
hearing from SOF readers who could send 
any information, data, stories, vignettes, 
diagrams or photos relating thereto. All 


Continued on page 103 
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PICKS UP WHERE THE POOR MAN'S JAMES 
’ BOND LEAVES OFF 


14% x 11 - $15.00 


THE BEST BOOK ON IMPROVISED WEAPONRY. POISON GAS 
grenades Wallet pistol, Killer darts, Knife throwing, Poisons 
Bombs, Explosives, Powerful homemade crossbows, Deadly 
fighting bolas, and much more. Easy to make at home using 
mostly simple tools and easily gotten chemicals. With this, you'll 
never be disarmed . 

THE WEAPONEER is also an encyclopedia of past weapons. 
Included is a complete gunsmithing course from 1883. It will 
enable you to repair or reconstruct 19th century guns The 
handwork described will help those who would like to make guns 
from scratch like the Afghans and Pakistanis have been doing for 
generations Hand forge iron and steel for gun parts and knives. 
Case hardening, tempering, annealing, etc. 

Concealable weapons are a highlight of THE WEAPONEER. if 
you ever fantasized about Batmar’s utility belt, you'll thrill at the 
compact nasties you can carry, which will make you a one-man- 
army. Incapacitate or destroy any mugger with complete impunity. 

There are also reprints from The Scientific American, 1860-61, 
covering Civil War weapons and how they worked. 

What amounts to a professional course in booby traps is also 
here. Bea masterat deadly aggressive defense. The madscientist 
will appreciate the poisons, explosives and stenches made inthe 
simple, improvised home /aboratory. 

Ricin, the deadliest organic poison known, with a three day 
delay, can be made by anyone. There is no known antidote. Noreal 
lab equipmentis needed Itis easily andcheaply obtained. Easy to 
administer. Painiess and almost undetectable, even by experts. 

The model maker will be delighted with the medieval armor and 
arms. 

If you fear for the future of the world, THE WEAPONEER will 
insure the arly of your pate of it 


© “THE GUNSMITH'S MANUAL” A 
COMPLETE HANDBOOK FROM 
1 


883 

© KNIGHT'S MECHANICAL 
DICTIONARYS MILITARY 
ORDINANCE FROM 1884 BACK 

* SURVIVAL SHOOTING 

* NASAL SPRAY WEAPON 

© IMITATION ARMS & ARMOR 

BOOBY TRAPS & MINES 

© RICIN MANUFACTURE 

¢ THE BLOWGUN 

© XILLER DARTS 

© KNIFE THROWING 

© THE WALLET PISTOL 

« THE DEADLY HYPODERMIC 
SYRINGE 


ee 


*¢ THE CYANIDE SMUDGE POT 

© OW PRESS 

© CYANIDE GRENADES 

* MAKE INDIAN BOWS. ARROWS 
AND CHIP YOUR OWN FLINT 
ARROWHEADS, 

© KNIFE MAKING 

© HOMEMADE GUN TOOLS 
Pius, Much Much More’ 


THEY 


SURVIVAL FOODS, PLUS 


By Kurt Saxon 


JAMES BOND Kurt Saxon 


$14% x11 


14% x11 : 
The ultimate armed civilian. Now, in a 


14% x11 
Knowledge of kitchen chemistry may be 


These 19th century processes will provide 
more food for yourself and your family. Eat 
well during the coming shortages Home 
food processing will save you money now 
and you can earn more selling your surplus. 
Meat curing and sausage making, canning, 
pickles preserves, catsups jellies, j jams, etc. 


THESE BOOKS ARE 


YOUR KEY 
TO SELF-RELIANCE 


Survival Foods, Plus... 

Granddad’s Book of Chemistry......-. $10 

The Poor Man's James Bond..... ... $15 

The Weaponeer..,...... -...,....55- $15 
Arkansas add 4% Sales Tax 


Total Enclosed 


; PREREE ERE PERS CECE REE REECE CR CREEK! 
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your key to survival Make herbal extracts, 
essentials oils, acids, gasses, alkaloids, etc. 
Make most of the needed chemicals from 
easy-to-get raw chemicals. Plus, a complete 
course in laboratory glass blowing. Also, a 
lay person's course in chemistry from 1896. 
lf you can read. you can be a chemist. 


Visa, Mastercharge 
Accepted 
All Books Postpaid 
Order From: 
Atlan Formularies 
P.O. Box 327 
Harrison, AR 72601 


single big volume, five books in one on 
improvised weaponry, pyrotechnics, etc. 

Defend your survival refuge and stores. 
Those who prepare to survive deserve to 
survive. The threat of desperate, maddened 
looters make this book the most importantin 
your Survival library. 


OUTSIDE U.S. SEND 
BANK OR POSTAL MONEY ORDERS 
MADE OUT IN U.S. FUNDS 
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The most significant book yet 
on the Vietnam experience... 


Home Belore 
Morning 


The Story of an Army Nurse 
in Vietnam 
by Lynda Van Devanter with Christopher Morgan 


‘Eloquent...deeply Moun gal 
awesome, painfully honest look at 


war through a womans eyes: 
—The Washington Post 


« Tony Guccione for Penthouse 198] 


‘Dramatic, deeply felt...at once 
horrifying and inspiring—a tribute 
to courage under duress’ 

—The Milwaukee Journal 


"Superb...well-documented...should 
probably be required reading for 
anyone who still thinks war is 
glamourous: 


—The Los Angeles Times 


‘Heartbreaking...Van Devanter 
brings us face to face with the toll 
that undeclared war took on its 
combatants: 

—Kirkus Reviews 


A compelling and searing account 
of the realities of war from a vantage 
point that has seldom been seen... 
This book reduces the political 
rhetoric that surrounds a nations 
going to war to its ultimate effect on 
the lives of those who serve’ 
—Robert O. Muller, Vietnam 
Veterans of America 
pa Now in 
Paperback 
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COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


66 PRACTICE what you preach” 

should be Gordon Davis’ mot- 
to. Gordon is an IPSC competitor who’s 
an acute critic of holster designs. But he 
doesn’t just talk about holsters, he 
makes them, Right now, one of his 
patented designs is sweeping IPSC, and 
may change the way everyone else 
makes holsters. 

The California Challenger is the Davis 
Leather Company's (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 446, Arcadia, CA 91006) state-of- 
the-art offering in modern holsters. It is 
beautifully made from an original Davis 
design. Thick hand-stitched leather 
holds the heavy shaped-steel insert and 
protects your handgun. 


California Challenger, by Gordon 
Davis, may be the most popular new 
holster design among IPSC 

competitors. Photo: Ken Hackathorn 


Perhaps the major improvement 
Davis has made on the standard IPSC- 
type holster is the positioning of the ten- 
sion adjustment. Most tensioners are set 
low on the holster to allow the end of the 
slide to clear the tightest part of the hol- 
ster as soon as the shooter begins to 
draw. This arrangement does allow the 
easiest draw, by a small percentage, but 
the low tensioner doesn’t give the hol- 
ster the best grip on the pistol. 

Replacing the conventional tensioner 
closer to the grip end of the holster mini- 
mizes the pistol’s tendency to rock back 
and forth when the shooter moves. That 
rocking not only can shake the pistol 
loose from the holster, it also puts the 


California Challenger: 
,_ Choice of Champions 


by Ken Hackathorn 


grip in a slightly different position, rela- 
tive to the shooter’s body, for every 
draw. 

The higher tension adjustment grips 
the slide close to the ejection port, justin 
front of the trigger guard. This means 
that there is tension along most of the 
length of the slide during the draw, but it 
doesn’t really slow you down. For this 
trade-off the shooter gets unparalleled 
security in a competition holster. 

In spite of the firmness of the Challen- 
ger’s grip on the pistol, it is still an ex- 
tremely fast holster. Detail-perfect form- 
ing of leather and metal are more re- 
sponsible than tension for this holster’s 
secunity. A deep cut in the leading edge 
allows the shooter to sweep the pistol up 
to the line of sight in a smooth and natu- 
ral motion with the least possible move- 
ment of the upper body. 

Each holster is individually pressure- 
molded to the dimensions of the pistol it 
is designed for. If you have a Colt Gov- 
ernment Model, Browning P35 or any 
Smith & Wesson 9mm auto the Davis 
Leather Company has a standard hol- 
ster that will fit your pistol. Pin guns or 
compensated .45s can be fitted on spe- 
cial order. 

At the request of Chuck Taylor, Davis 
has begun to make a muzzle-to-the-rear 
holster for normal defensive wear. 
Called the Model No. 13450, it makes 
the California Challenger more 
appropriate for non-competitive wear. 
Still, it is important to remember that 
such a holster is entirely inappropriate 
for police use, since it lacks a safety strap. 

In the last few years, holster competi- 
tion has become as hot as IPSC com- 
petition. The best have made the top 
while the less accomplished fall by the 
wayside. Gordon Davis has obviously 
made the cut, and we'll see his holsters 
for a long time. 

Like other Davis Leather Company 
products, the Califomia Challenger is 
made of the finest materials with the 
greatest care. | recommendit, along with 
all other Davis leather goods, for func- 
tional design and durability. @ 
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YOURS FREE wrtu memsersui 


as 


THE GREEN BERETS 


Th Insige story 
inet are being Sealed 

te bring Geeta 
tod feat now 


DAVID BAKER 
fern. 


ak Oawrgs Resa 
Timmageten (ata, 


sate Yer a date Mew a 
are 


Fae Tem, Mar, Baker Be’ i) 
PoonPlere , 
SECURITY 


TihinaT 
ABO 
Rus 
wi 


HAVES 
ati 


Neen YA 


ANALYSIS! 
OF THE| 
VIETNAM WAR 


leapt Fraress 2 west Jr USwCA| 


‘THE SIEGE OF KHE SANA ery Q: Summer, 
Robert Pisor —— 


*8821 $12.95 3699 $15.95 0786 $14.95 


aces YOURS 


Stuart A. Herrington 
panos P 


0091 $22.50 0018 $19.95 : 2063 $14.95 7401 $10.00 3822 $15.95 1859 $17.95 


AND CHOOSE ANY 3 BOOKS FOR 98 


How the Club works: You'll receive your 3 books for 98¢ (plus 

shipping and handling) and your free book and map after your PLUS 
application for membership is accepted. We reserve the right to FULL: COLOR 
reject any application. However, once accepted as a member, if you r 

are not satisfied, return the 3 books within 10 days at Club expense. 19” ad 
Your membership will be cancelled and you'll owe nothing. The free VIETNAM MAP 


book and map are yours to keep in any case. About every 4 weeks 
(14 times a year), you'll receive, free, the Club's magazine describing 
the coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a 
year you may receive offers of special Selections, always at 
discounts off publishers’ prices. If you want the featured 

Selection(s), do nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If 
you want an Alternate, or no book at ail, indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. That date allows 
you 10 days to decide. If you receive an unwanted Selection because 
you had less than 10 days, return it at Club expense and owe nothing. 
Once you've purchased just 4 books during your first 2 years of 
membership, you may continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at 
any time. There is a shipping and handling charge on all books 
shipped. The Military Book Club offers its own complete hardbound 
editions, sometimes aitered in size to fit special presses saving you 
even more. 


FREE 


* Exolicit sex, violence and/or language. 


Club editions save you up to 30% off the Publishers’ list prices quoted above. 
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with membership. 


MISSHON 
MLA. 


3756 2741 $16.50 6213 $12.95 
with 
membership 

Book Club® 
Dept. ER-794, Garden City, NY. 11530 


| Please accept my application for membership in the Military Book Club and send me | 
| the 3 books whose numbers | have printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 986 plus i 


4796 Spec. ed. 


U miitar 


shipping and handling for the 3 books. | understand that | need buy only 4 more books 
at regular low Club prices during the first 2 years of my membership to complete m: 
commitment. My membership will be subject to the terms and conditions presented in | 
| this ad. Also send me inside the Green Berets and a strategy map. Both the FREE book 
and the FREE map are mine to keep whether or not | remain a member. | 
| No-risk guarantee: [f not delighted after examining my 3 selections, | may return the | 
books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and | will owe 
| nothing. /nside the Green Berets and the map are mine to keep in any case. | 
(i a | 
#3806 
| Note: If you already own /nside the Green Berets, please choose another title for your | 
| free book. | 


Mr. 

Mrs. 

Ms. | 
(Please print) | 

Address Apt. No. 


City State 


Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members will be serviced 
ee Canada. Offer slightly different in Canada. 14-M282. 


ee | 
| 
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ECADES before Heckler & Koch 

rocked the submachine-gun world 
with their delayed-blowback closed-bolt 
MP5, Harrington and Richardson intro- 
duced an SMG based on a similar princi- 
ple. It proved to be a doomed harbinger of 
their dismal production performance with 
the M1 Garand and M14 rifles. 

The H&R Model 50 SMG was designed 
by Eugene G. Reising. Production began 
at H&R’s Worcester, Mass., plant in De- 
cember 194]. During WWII about 
100,000 Model 50 and folding-stock 
Model 55 submachine guns were made. 
Most went to the USMC where they were 
much despised. Marines commonly up- 
graded their Reising SMG inventory by 
stealing Thompsons from the Army and 
Navy. In this instance I can sympathize 
with the poor wretches. 

A few were sold to the British Purchas- 
ing Commission and thence traveled to 
Canada and the USSR (a pity the Soviets 
did not get all of them). A smaller amount 
were used for war-plant security. A tiny 
lot of Model 50s with military phosphate 
finish was manufactured in the early 
1950s for potential police sales and it is 
these, along with blued ‘commercial’ 
specimens culled from police-department 
armories, that currently circulate through 
the inventories of Class 3 dealers. 

The cycle of operation of this novel and 
complex weapon merits detailed examina- 
tion. The weapon is cocked and a cartridge 
is placed in the chamber by pulling a 
peculiar, inaccessible ‘‘action bar’’ (lo- 
cated in a recess on the underside of the 
forearm) fully rearward and releasing it 
smartly — no mean feat with the gun in 
firing position. When the trigger is pulled, 
anub on the disconnector bar hits the sear, 
causing it to rotate and release the ham- 
mer. The strange cylindrical hammer is 
spring-propelled forward to strike the 
floating firing pin and fire the round. 

The bolt’s rearward thrust is delayed 
until the gas pressure has dropped to a safe 
level by camming itself down a sloping 
ramp and out of a recess cut into the top of 
the receiver body. A notch milled into the 
bolt engages a lug at the rear of the action 
bar. As the bolt and action bar move to the 
rear, the action bar compresses the recoil 
spring and pushes the disconnector bar out 

of engagement with the sear. The released 
sear grabs the hammer, which has been 
forced rearward by the bolt. As the recoil 
spring drives everything forward, a round 
is stripped from the magazine and cham- 
bered as the action bar cams the bolt into 
its recess in the receiver. 

In semiautomatic fire, release of the 
trigger permits the disconnector to re- 
engage the trigger and sear. The cycle is 
identical in the full-auto mode except that 
aconnector bar pivots on the sear, catches 
on and is pulled forward by the action bar, 
causing the sear fo again release the ham- 
mer. Full-auto fire with the Reising SMG 
is, in essence, a series of semiauto shots 
fired in rapid sequence by a mechanism 
which repeats the same cycle of events as 
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Reising Model 50 SMG: H&R’s ingenious 
failure combined innovation with 
unnecessary complexity. (Author’s 
collection.) Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


long as the trigger is held back. 

All of which is far more complex than 
necessary for a submachine gun, even 
though it fires the omnipotent .45 ACP 
cartridge. The Reising is an unqualified 
failure. Its inclination to malfunction 
through introduction of the slightest speck 
of dust into its frail body would call up 
images of the princess and the pea, were it 
nof that the Reising is certainly of more 
abject lineage. Debris entering the bolt’s 
recess in the receiver prevents lockup and 
leads to frequent stoppages. 

The small-diameter recoil spring is 
easily distorted and rests in a deep, debris- 
trapping, blind hole. Moving parts are 
mostly held together by staked screws 
rather than pins. Many components show 
evidence of having been selected to fit and 
Reising parts can rarely be interchanged 
with success. Much of the Reising SMG is 
fabricated from stamped, sheet-metal 
pressings. Although acceptable by today’s 
standards, it was too innovative for Amer- 
icans ‘in 1940 and looked insubstantial 


FULL AUTO 


The Reising SMG: 
Novel, Complex 
& Useless 


when compared to forged and milled mas- 
terpieces like the Thompson. 

The Reising Model 50 is fitted with a 
muzzle compensator. The end of the bar- 
rel is threaded to accept this device, which 
can be removed by hand. It can also be 
removed by firing and this happens with 
disturbing frequency. The compensator is 
3.25 inches long. 

The | 1-inch barrel has six grooves with 
a right-hand twist of 1:16. The barrel has 
14 radial cooling fins at the chamber end 
—a macabre expense on a weapon usually 
fitted with a 12-rd. magazine and cham- 
bered for a pistol cartridge. 

The Parkerized M50s manufactured in 
the 1950s were equipped with a creased 
magazine well that accepts only the sin- 
gle-column 12-rd. magazine.The raison 
d’etre of the 12-rd. magazine is not clear. 
It could be the designer feared cook-offs 
because of the closed-bolt operation. Flat- 
sided magazine wells which will take both 
the 12-rd. and 20-rd. magazines can be 
installed, but are becoming increasingly 
difficult to locate. The magazine well 
latch is awkward to manipulate rapidly. 
The poorly designed, double-column, 20- 


Continued on page 102 
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M16 / AR 15, UZI, FN-FAL 


QUALITY 


ory 
We bulli this company on PARTS & ACCESSORIES fisted is more than 10 daye 


supplying Quality repair parts away trom any custom: 


thal wocrand test. We beck MOST PARTS NEW COLT-NOT REMAKES OR SURPLUS 


this with an unconditional 


wotiness tie gure ruriveyon All orders are shipped with breakdown & assembly schematics. 
rerates reorders. All parts are new manufactured to GI spec's. 
NOT SALVAGED FROM DEMILITARIZED GUNS 


Complete Upper & Bolt Carrier AssembI 


wi24”, 20” Heavy Match or Sid, So ee 
Barrel 


ANY 
COMPLETE WEAPON KITS $350. 


QUAN, 

‘Weapon kits come subassembied with new manufacture G.|. parts, most Colt. Upper Receiver, Teardrop Forward Assist, Ejection Cover, Charging Handle, She and Bott Camier (apectty AR-15 or M18) 
Complete Lower Assembly — assembiies all new Co? and aasembled to barrel assembly of your choice, Barrels are made with 1” in 8” twist for use with standard 55 grain or naw 69 grain ammo. Lower receivers made from 7075T6 
———T. M16 Colt Forgings featuring new raised mag catch area and gray finish io match Cott Uppers. Lower recervers are assembled with AR-15 or M16 components (Piesse Specify). All kits are classlfied as 
<< & 2 baad semi-auto's — No class 3, A standard dealer's FF 1 is required. These kits come compiele ‘ess the safety and pistol np assemblies which are nol Included. We are very flexible as to your specific needs 


| NEW 
PARTS 


ae in ordering, Should you wish to delete or edd anything we will accommodate to customize the weapon as you desire. 


$160. AR15 (Heavy Match Barrel 24° w/Rd, Aas. Hdgs.).... . $479. AR{45 (Std, Barrel 20° w/Rd. Ass. Hogs.) , $459. Complete XM18 Shorty KH..... $439. 
AR15 (Heavy Match Barrel 20° w/Rd. Aes. Hogs.) $460. Compiete XM15 Shorty (Heavy Barrel)... $449, 


PAIG/ARIS Upper Receiver Assembly f Lower Receiver Assembly 


Upper Raceiver > (orig new Hill) 05 | FF 79.95 
(Forward Assist Model) (Colt) a magi Pisa Fe argent ve Sr Loven wt 
B Lower Receiver compiete and tasembled 115.05 eed Mag Catch. 


with ARIS or MY6 paris (specity) (FFL) Made from Col M16 
MPLETE Lower Recerver Parts Ki Forgings 7075 T6 Ale 
w/Grip (Lower |Receiver'& /Avio Sear not 28-95 cra Quality Aluminum - 

included)! Sp ARIS ot M16 Gray not Black Finish, 


4 
NEW!!! Exclusively from Quaity Parts Manual Rear 
‘Se Windage Nob. Convert your rear site to Ihe 
new MIBAIE! Configuration 


Forward Assist Assembly (Colt) 19.95 


{orig naw Mil) (Teardrop) 


Ejection Cover Assambly (orig new Mil) (Com) = 11.95 Rear Sight Conversion Kit i 
Charging Handle Assembly (orig new Mil)(Con) 19.95 Complat ‘Asar Site Assembly 1888 
Rear Sight Assembly (Con) 895 


Bok Catch Assembly 


Bolt Carrier Assembly Disconnector 


Hand Grenade-MKii 


Bon Camers! M16A1 w'Forward Assist 66.95 Ft p 
Notches, Chrome lined New Col (not rewekis or remakes) Bolt Carrier Key w'scraws (Cott) ragmentation w/Pin & igger. . 
Bott Complete-Cot Spoon inet 6.95 or (Tat ‘each "pait) (Con) 
Bolt Gas Rings (set of 3) Tm —— with our' Spring Package 
Bon Cam Pin (Cott) prigoe . Ejector, Disconnector 
Ejector Assembly (Colt) a & jagazine Catch Springs (10! 
Extractor Assembly (Con) 
Bon Camer - Same as above Extractor 
whey Ass. Installed 79.95 Extractor Pin whl Pn : 
M6 Bott Camer Conversion 10.95 Extractor Spring posers Hesanting Pin ld Fn) 
Converts ARIS to M16 Bolt Carer. Firing Pin ope! Trigger or Sear Pin (each) 
Ti Firing Pin Retaining Pin tL 
Extensively Tested ig 9 Magazine Gi a ns egress 5 5 s ial 
(these are OK Machine Magazine. OK uUper cia 
Barrel Assemblies, Muxzie Brakes, Accessories | A SPECIAL —_| peel ig 
New!! M16/AR15 National MATCH Heavy Barrels Assault Rifle Handguards (M16/AR15) 23:95 UZI Magazine Magzzme Catch $3995 
Available in Crowned or Threaded Configurations Full Length w/heat shields Handguard 9.95 If Magazme Catch Button 
Alfeviate Barrel Whip and inaccuracy in Semi anc ‘snaps on - No need to remove that Hh Yoae Magazine Catch Sorin: : ‘8 SELECTOR. GI COLT 
Auto Fire Update Your Gun to New M16-A2 dittcult Front Site with this modal Blank Finng Adapter — NEW’ Stowawet Prsol Grip (Lonestar) : 
20° Length 89.95 Cap & instructions Like on new M16-A2 Gowt issuenew 4.95 ias saver) si ore Re air Pan 
24° Length 99.95 Also avil w round cap (Lonestar) M60 Sling - extra wide in) pi 
AR? M16 Standard Weight Delta Ring Black Anodized Aluminum 595 will 1 MIE 9.95 : . 
an Length ig 7495 High typacl Blaser 295 Uzi Meg Loader 19.95 [gud Repair kit rr h Breakage t Loss 14:95 M6 HAMMER. COMPLETE, GICOLT 


hema’ In |Heavy Ziploc Bag, | will in 
UZ! Site Tool cae Stowaway Grip.!Extracter.& 2 Springs 
Extractor Pivot Pin. (Firing Pia. Cam |Pin 2 FP 
Ret. ‘Spring. Package.) ‘Colt! 


Barrel Assemblies come complete with st 8 
Assembly installed Barrel Nul and Handguari the of entre 
Cap Precision Machined 1 in 9 Twis. Sixiend wean For song te 


UZIMagCipHokder 3.95 
M1&:4-1 Nylon Cleaning 


Stowaway Grip 


and Groove Headspaced io GI whe and Test 9.95 Kil Case ~ 

Fired at tactory Parkerized rec lwist Velcro 235 Pistot Gt 3.95 
Russian AK74 Combat Muzrie Brake - Fer 23.95) Side Sting Adapter Piste orp Screw & Washer s M16 KIT 

MIG/ANIS. ‘Reduces recel 70% Redaces eu Me en aS [Pivot Pe iFronty 35 COLT 

fuzz! ml 5 rere Kil ect ‘ i .! 

Lee iy aa bora lise bey aes (M46. ARIS Specity) (Col) a Super Special — uss mo08n, aie 

Fortune '& American Rifeman.} {This Blue 7-95 BSatety Detent Spring 80 95 

is the first we've found that werks!) Stainless 10.95 Bake Down Pia (Rear) 395 $21 

Design caer ee MIG/AR1S Combat Muzzle Brake 45 Mags 595° take Down Pin or Pival Pin Detent ¥00 

y and Sprin 
9) Handguard Snap Ring 150 Trigge’ rs 6/AR15 ~ Specity) iCalt] 65 

Flash Hider Lock Washer “ Handquard Soring Wald 400 FN Hensoid Scope 4x 417.00 ae Sates peg ica 95 20rd “Con” Mags. 695 
Flash Suppressor - extended XM177 M7 w/Scabbard MBA Fits 24.95 FW Scope Mount 247.008 Tigger Guard Assembly 695 Useo 30rd Mags Good Condition 350 


(screws on lor shorty took) adds weight 
to ond of barre! reduces muzzie chmb 


oe M16, AR180. Gov’ Issue 
not West German 


FH-FAL Flash Hier Grenade Launcher 


Muzzle Cap (Keeps out dit & moisture} Front Site w/Post Assembly installed 095 FN-FAL 7.62 NATO MAGAZINES NEW {For Semi Auto} (1H) 
Shoot aay type 40 From Site Post Assembly 295 ae 199.95 Genuine FAL-no converte Special ry FN-FAL Bareis (14) 
Bumstock (Trap Door) New Colt 15.95 Front Site Slade (Post) 175 ain Used Excetient Condition Tubular Bayonets 
Butfer Tube (Standard) 1195 Front Site Datent 125 FN Dnii instructors Manual-Restncted info on a Change Lever Ass (46-A.D,G,E,F) (LAR) 45.00 
Ste Adj Too! 795 Front Site Detent Spring 60 and Combai exercises, many sspects not covered in Piston (12) (LAR) xu 
Side Sling Adapter 695 Gas Tube (CAR) $00 owner's manual, an excellent addtion 0.95 Sear (39) (LAR) 
Front Sling Swivel 295 Gas Tube (Standaro} 13 00 Ne ~~ jer 36) (LAR) 
‘Scope Mount (Alum ) 14.95 Gas Tube Pin 40 ‘ Assembly (22,2 26 234, 288) (LAR) Be Bi Buti (73) (LAR) 
Conversion Pii~A/RLowertoM16 Upper 3.95 Sting (New Padded Nylon) 595 BIPOOS!!! Brooch Bock it WAR Harmer (31) (LAR) 
Front Site Taper Pin Sling M16-Black Wed Gov t Issue 200 = Gas Block {1B} {AR 18 4 Satety Sear (714) (LAR) 
Bipods-Stael Construction ‘ Butter (Slandard) New Cot 1495 Uzi Barrel Shrouds Ff BipODS! We are accepting orders, 30 day delve We carry the complete hne of FN pa 
Butter Spring {Standard} 4% limited Quantities 198. if sores. SASE for Iist or call tor pricing and COO deky- 


Bayonel w-scabbard 49.95 set aly. 


Shorty (CAR-15) Heavy Barrel Kit Ghorty Usbk Slipcver' Flesh Suppressor 95 UZI. VeetReted \Barrel Shrowdt “BARRELS” 
Shorty (CAR-15) Barrel Kit petil apa ahi adhe T- . _ (Fit semi or Full Auto) 
Complete and ready to Install with your gun look like a CARTS without p 19. =e 
instajied with criticing accurac Het | Caustic Parkerize Type Matte Finith 110" w/Mac coupting 40.85 
aut oD Lifetions Warr 10" .380 48.95 
, Mandguard (CAR) Round (2-prece} 9.98 Protects Hands frem Burar on Rapid Fire ss Stainiesa Stee! (black) a 
F UZI Magazine - New “40rd” = 27.95 
ppressor, Aluminum Qeta Ring, a Guaeeveevert: - m ? e/Flush Suppressor ay 
From Handouard Cap included. aoe ht ar w/Flash Suppresze = 


Shony Barre! Kit (Stainiess Steel-Grey) 11995 t > w/AKT4 Muzzle Brake 
Shomy Barrel Kn (Heavy) Stainiess Stee! 120.95 UZISMG Bon tully ts /AKT4 Muzzle Brake 


Shorty (CAR-15) T Stock 49.95 Machined 
A wd S NEWi!t Forward combat Grip Porous Casings 
Screw on, 'and Wears Uke the Cott. Makes hip shooting a natural. IN STOCK! UZ! Open Bolt (SMG) 


U2i Extractor (woe Lip SMG) v NEW! Forward Combat 9 
UZ! Auto Recoil Spring ZI 10" Shroud (Alum) Hed Anodized 1”. 


Barrel Vise Jaw Blocks [Lonester) 


For installing barrel Sf 
ee ues pet : a 188s vig UPS or First Class Mail. All orders must be either accompanied with Cash, Money 


. z shipped prompity 
must). Wil not mar finish of gun includes - Barrel. Vice Jaws, 177 Gas - omens Cashier's Check or will be shi UPS COD {COD to Continental US Only). Write or Phone in orders. 


(as advertised with instructions) Tube Pins, |Drif Punch, Ordaance Tool, All parts are guaranteed to your satisfaction or your money will be Pe y anes No FFL required 
M16/AR15 Armorers Barcel Wranch 995 Assorted Springs, Pins and |Screws = except for XM15 Lower pxeree, Personal checks held 20 days to clear. Add 5% Visa, We 
a Change Hider ste). A must for = Yeon Service Manusl!& Cleaning } AOD $3.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING PER OADER 
le Toot NO MINIMUM ORDER QUANTITY REQUIRED 
Cleaning Kit - & Chamber Brushes 6.95 é g 
Tisdale & Pete fot & Sond, Oliva mbes Basmals 203 f ; es Ri PLEASE PAY IN U.S. CURRENCY %& 


tdspaca Guages: (wih Instruct 
Sete ca ai. <a ORDER 24 HRS. 7 DAYS hy 
Sight Adjustment Too! 795 Fale” sy funater S ay 207: 775 al 1 744 
SNe nee Whar * Quality Parts Company 
Ro. a Sta Barrete Bareal Wrenc! bet zs P. ©. Box 6659 » Woodforda / Portland, ME 04101 
Inquirles; 803 Forest Ave., Portland, Me. 04103 


We Also Carry a Complete Line of 45 and M14 Parts SASE Catalog. 


Federal law prohibits possession of a full-automatic weapon or suppressor without the 
appropriate federal license. 
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MA 1 
) SAF. 
‘LYING 
VNC KET 


NEW 
MILITARY 
CLOTHING 
AND RATS 


[PPC eesererrert tis | 


ze, send measurements. 


BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 
Reinforced shoulders & elbows, available in 
O.D. Green or Black. S, M, L or XL. 100% 
washable acrylic. 
CJ ORIGINAL G.I. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acrylic in O.D. Green or Black. S,M, LorxL. 
CO TIGER STRIPE FATIGUES $29.95/set 
100% cotton, 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 
THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points — knees, backside; elbows, etc. Vigait 
of heavy duty construction. 50% Colon Lal 
ckets have 4 pockets, pants "dca 


Siable WwalSl $1505 tase i aakie dak 


el | 


| (OA GH BRT © ANI) IALAGE $49.95/set 
PATS IY i enear Yeu 5 B41S-0) (62-8766 
M me ak : 
DAY D SSERT PANTS ()! IAC RET ONLY $28.95 ea 
Mw 5 100 for * 
WOR). 4ND CAMUUFLAGE $49,.95/set 
PATIGUEE Sajer eeup “SM SATs of cee 1b47 
‘A 1s ers | : | 
Wi] * AND (CA MOU LAGE $28.95 ea 
5) (AGHEF MU Sd og Yor x 
O.D GEE FIP-SiGe 326.95 ea 
Pe neers COTTON 


OMA-1 US ACR FOING JACKET $44.95 
Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining. Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve. Knit col- 
lar, cuffs & waistband. Specify black or sage 
green. FSN 1615-522-6014. Sizes XS, S, M, L. 
add $5.00 for XL. 

(M-65 FIELD JACKET, ORIGINAL G.I. 
O.D. GREEN 
Don't confuse w/older types. Latest G.I. issue 
nylon/ cotton construction and quarpel water 
repellent (only available to U.S. Govt.) All jagy 
ets have hideaway zipper hood. FSi 

32-2939. XS, S, M, Log f 
WAS WWD AMG CAUCLIFLAGE 


/ELD JAGRET ALL OZE GALE 


$54.95 


$49.95 


(4-55 LINERS 
New quiltéd cald v 


$16.95 


latest Goyt 


ws 
$29.95 
$11.95 


G.). CAMOUFLAGE PONCHO LINERS 
BOONIES” ORIGINAL G.I 

CAMO JUNGLE HAT 

(ge Brass screen * pecity. Wood- 

[ seer es) or USMC Camo 

t ae 

N3B ARCTIC PATS $109.95 

& weather and tested in Alaska 

Bere tic regions. These are not G.I, types or 

ropes Sage green color, cotton & nylon shell 

with synthetic fur hood. Storage pocket and 

pen holder on sleeve. Weighs 4 Ibs. FSN 

8415-899-0380. S, M, L, add $7.00 for XL. 

CUN2B ARCTIC PARKA $84.45 

The ultimate cold weather jacket. Syntheug 

fur lined hood & trim. Sage green ny! OmSien 

w/elastic knit cuffs & waistband Ai 

heavy hood that zips back 'Qjieanon 

1615-524-3060. XS, S, V_ Sc oneaee 


COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 


Forenierne 


0 ORIGINALS 943) MACHETE $13.00 
(Nev aa with s¢abbard. 18” e 
7 $22.00 


COMBAT KNIFE 


ed & Original G | 


WOODLAND 
CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES 


CUS. AIRFORCE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
KNIFE, NEW Complete “'(h saat 
stone & leather Scabbard_Sam 

(CJ GERBER MARK |i SU MAISISISIISES $59.50 


double edged S440Raiae " jeather scabbard 


CO GERBER VARBIESORVIVAL KNIFE $76.50 
me (ome s Mark il Also inciudes shafp- 
«steel 
| GERBER MARK It WITH $64.50 


BLACKENED BLADE Intludes Jeather scabbard 


—) GERBER MARK f SURVIVAL KNIFE $49.50 
Comes with } : { Ld d 
release Strap & double edged tempered 
444" blade. 
_| COLT M7 AR15/M16 BAYONET 329.95 
& M8A\ SCABBARD 
Bladé jerigth 6? belt attach grip handle 


Xerox and Use These Pages 
as Your Order Form 


SCOPES & MOUNTS 


COAIMPOINT ELECTRONICSIGHT Niell| 4999.00 


iiudes 2 polarizing filrers ang yer laole 
ainung, oon No NEG ian) \ i) 
lex-frée Just point & pul 
COLT AR15/M16 SCOPEMQUNT ne 9s 
W/1" RINGS eoniel 
| COLT ARIS/Mi6 MOUNT WITH $54.95 
BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE I"lpy ? | 
Akio MiGMOUN TWN H BUSHNELL $67.95 
Sooo vaniemeee: OPE Plus Rings 
Mepeeeeeee SCOPE MOUNT $18.95 
Wier GS No drilling or tapping, 
eel construction 
| fM-1 CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL $55.95 
4 X SCOPE Plus Rings _ in 
— \ 


3x9 BUSHNELL SCOPE 


CIM-1 CARBINE MQUNT W/ 166.95 
BUSHNELL'3 X 9 VARIABLE SOGPE 
| SORIGINAL COLT ARIS/M146 34270 145.00 
SCOPE, NEW Installs in Senone 
_) ORIGINAL COLT ARI5S/M16 4.4.29 5165.00 
SCOPE, NEW 
CIARMALITE AR-180 SCOPE MOQLTvT $49.95 


instantly attaches to @iwetaipe” 
amps or other par 


GUN BOOKS MILITARY MANUALS 


 SeRipuee 4. R. BLAKE STEVENS 
Seg. HARDCOVER. illustrated. 
ves complete evolution of M-14 
Tram initial M-1 Garand modifications 
to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles. 


$34.95 


[DIUSPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-21 $5.00 


227 PGS. Complete field manual, illustrated. 


CISWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-1698, $12.00 
134 PGS. Operational procedures, |4q 
and theories for SWAT Op¢!a!\O" Sais 

CO JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-Aage $5.95 
114 PGS. Complete Maputo 
operations in jung | geal 

OM! —CARBSIN Ee $5.00 


1M-9-127 60 PGS 


Co NITY MIA, M28 M3. FCS Me irre 0 
“1 = GARAND MANUAL, 74 PGS 14.00 
TM 1GRSa2 22-35 Covers 20 reba’, MIC 
& MID sniper models, iusdatel 

| MI6AT GOLT FACTORY i525 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR MANIA) 
Over 50 pgs, This origigakOat me) Wel | byer 
svrevsriceé, ys sseribl Sari len (Ast yee 
tion & repair oftifie andbayane! SpsTe 
tools &accessorie 

_) Mi6 RIFLE 5.56 CAL MANDA! $5.00 
TM-=-)005-22-44 5500 | Usifated direct 
and Geneeieneeare.orical manual. 

| Miekipteeee Ll MANUAL, $3.50 
iewemewee 9-12 55 Pgs. Illustrated operator 
eee scone! maintenance manual. 

| Mae 7.62 CAL. G.I. TECHNICAL $4.00 


MANUAL TM-9-1005-223-35 65 PGS. illustrated. 


CUFN LIGHT AUTOMATIC RIFLE, FACTORY $5.95 
MANUAL, 129 PGS. Iilustrated manual 
includes 14" x 20" exploded parts view. 

OOVIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS, MINES AND 38.00 


MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army. TC5-31 69 Pgs. 


MLEE PING BAGS, BRAND NEW, 
1993 (55d A°F to 45°F 

GIM) 949 mountainitteseing bags summer 
weight 100% feather filled FSN Stina. >> 


UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 
For the Outdoorsman 
_IULS, AIR FORCE FISHING 


SURVIVAL KIT 418” & 234° 0 1 
FSN 7810-558-2685 far fresh orsailt water fish- 


$12.00 


+7°C to — 12°C/+45°F to + 10°F 


$59.95 


C) INTERMEDIATE COLD SLEEPING BAGS $89.95 
90% feather & 10% dawn, FSN8465-01-099-0888 


CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 


ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 
CINEW G...45 
AUTO MAGS 
CWEMiAG i CAPRI chaAeiNE POUCH $19.95 
W/4-30 SHOT MAGS. 


$6.95 ca, $47.50/10 


ing Includes Instruction booklet, watertight i EXTREME COLD SLEEPING BAGS $199.95 [| AR1S/M16 30 RD. 3- MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 

plastic case, 8 assorted files, 2 telole hooks —12C (+ 10°F) and Below (.AR15/M16 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 

Straight Sfiank hook, assoytéd leader pecker (| SLEEPING BAG COVERS $14.95 ROLIND MAG. 

18 & 63 {b. Tiylon lines. assorted HHeks nee (NEW M17 GAS MASK $59.95 [J RUGER MINI! 14 30 RD, $12.95) 

dies, 8 size 3 safety pins, 6 assomed spin- Only 2 Ibs. complete CBR capabilities, excel- MAGAZINE, BLUE 

Bee ReET COS eT, |i le een eane nae Glee lent peripheral vision from large wraparound [LIRUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 

white spoons. i/lustration of leader knots = lenses, six adjustable head straps, G1. issue. MAGS, BLUE 

hitches, and a razor blade. ~~ FNTRA MI FILTER SETS, Black Ring $14.95. pr. [1FNFAL,308 $26.95 ea, $49.95/2 
CIRUGER 10/22 SO Rd. magazine- $29.95 20 RD. MAG. 


SAVE $3.00 — 
Lightweight, manufactured by Mitchell 

(1 COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER— $14.95 
DON HUME MODEL II — SAVE $10.00 — 

Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers, all 
leather. 

(0 1%" LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 
Salid brass fittings, pre-oiled finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-1 Garand, M14 (MIA), US. 
192 eee Spangfieic TDAncent >.) 
Johnson'Semi-Auta, Win, 97, Win M-12 

1] LSA WEAPONS O}L, CASE SPECIAL 
of 24 — 40Z. BOTTLES — SAVE $19.00 

| CHAPMAN GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT 
Made of chrome nickel molybderyunt alloy 


FREE 


$29.99 


$19.95 


C1(2) FN FAL MAGS. \W/USED POUCH $49,900 
[BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, 519.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STE. 
HROW MING HEPOWER 595.00 ca, $25.00/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, BLUED 
CIBROWNING HI-POWER $29.95 ea, $54.95/2 
9MM 21 RD. MAGAZINE, BLUED 


PACKS & WEB GEAR 


(10 US. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK) $69.95 
Brand new G.I. back pack designed to carry 
loads up to 50 Ibs. Complete with shoulder 
Straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repellent, rip stop nylon, O.D. green. 


steel, 12 interchangeatile bits w/paraltel sides, Bilicial 2° x3" 410-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM $59.95 
2 phillips bits, handié, ratchet and: allen ‘hex embroidered American Flag PACK FRAMES 1982 issue, Comp\auaiite 
adapter, with gold border as worn by U.3. Armed paddedisnowider swaps & quick release 

[7 CANTEENS, O.D. GREEN PLASTIC, $7.95 ea Forces. Yours free with order attachments: Great for cargo tansport 
ORIG. G.I. with 0.D. Green pylon cover CIMECHANICS TOOL BAG $18.95 


“I M1911/AL.45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 
Genuine G |. carrying case 62" x 2%" con- 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
seep vote 45 shooting, Firing pin, extractor, 
Magazine WORT spring, ejector Sear Spring, 
recor! spring & Corn OGG VIGIStOne esistant 
packaged & attaches to web Gta 


C] Gl. TYPE COLLAPSIBLE SHOVEL $12.95 
W/ NEOPRENE COVER 
Beery extended 9" folded. Nits 1 pea 
knapsack or on web gear. 
CDI ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY 
FLASHLIGHTS 
2 cell, Extra H.D. flashlight, O.D, color, water- 
tight, belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 
Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-826] 
OG). LENSATIC COMPASS $34.95 
Comes with neck strap & G.I. nylon carrying 
case, FSN 6605-151-5337 


MISCELLANEOUS 
CIMILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 


$5.95 ea or $30.00/6 


This kit comes packaged same as above & in- 


disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pin, G.I, 
carrying case. Buy now and save $10.00. 


He aun irmrmicess: resrStarl, [C1 M-16/Al UPPER RECEIVER, 
OD. green with black nylon web handies SAVE $10.00 
zippered accessory pocket, fully padded with Complete with forward assist plunger assem- 


full length Heavy Duty self repairing 2ipper 
lint-free corduroy lining. 


Biases! tear drop type) installs on any ARIS 
SOonenmemman! machining. Original colt, be- 


$24.95 


(1 M16/ARIS SURVIVAL EMERGENCY RSS 
cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor 
pin, ejector, ejector spring, ejector pin, gas eae 
rings (3 each], firing pin, firing pin ret. pin, 


NOW $99.00 


OD, Canvas, fasonite bottom, web handle 

8 smail ins{de pockets, 2 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper FSN 5140-00-324-4306 
dimen, 31"L x @"W x 7"H. 

(I TANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O,D, gréen tool bag. Con- 
cealed H,D. zipper and web carrying handles, 
dimen, 20"L xX’ 6"W * 10"H. 

[ILC-1 NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE $4.45 
Outfit consists af O.D. green suspenders, 
pistol belt, canteen cover and 
plastic canteen. All 
original G.I. issue. 


) MI GARAND, M-14/M1A, PN FAL $29.95 ware of imitatnonse 
46" length [1 M-16/A2 ROUND ASSAULT $29.95 
CF COUT AR15, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 HANDGUARDS for ARIS 
,] CAR15, AR180, 36” length $24.95 Simsarto CARI5/shorty grips, These are 
[) MINI 14, M1 CARBINE, $21.95 round, ribbed and won't crack, chip of scratch 
REM 870 42 tength like original beavertail types. Come complete 
{] UZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28” fength $22.50 with heat shields and instructions. 
[1 COLT GOV'T MODEL or iby $9.95 |_1M16/Al MAINTENANCE KIT siags |! pei take Seca a comeeesSl +80 
All materials brand new G.! issue. Includes: é 4 " 
new carrying. case, tooth brush, bottle LSA ail, Save $10.00, outfit includes: 1 patradjustable 
CATALOG bore cleaner cleaning rod, bore brush and LC+1 suspendets, | canteen with cover 2 MI6 


Chariber brush 
Everything is here, hard to 
find parts, accessories & gear. Please send 
a doliar (Refundable on first order) to cover our postage & 
handling. Catalog is free with order. 


Xerox and Use 
\ These Pages 
as Your 
Order Form 


International Export Corporation 


Minimum order $10 plus $3 ta cover 
postage, insurance & handling 

($6 foreign]. Calif. residents add 642% 
sales tax, All major credit cards 
accepted. If not sure about size send 
measurements. 


Toll Free for credit card orders only, outside California 
Calif. residents or for info. 
call 213-349-7600 


pouthes (hold 3-30 rd, mags each], | pistol 
belt; 1 neoprene intrenching tool carrier aad 
| first aid dréssing/compass case. 

(1 PISTOL BELT WITH QUICK RELEASE 
PLASTIC BUCKLE Latest tssue, O.D: green 


511.95 


Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send 0) Check 0 Money Order 
O American Express O Diners Club 
OO MasterCad OVisa Carte Blanche 


Card No,___ apr, date ___ | 
IN 09 es | 
Agd6SS OE ——— EEE a eae ] 
Ch ee 


Signature. 


Shee reo 
Mail to: SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 PARTHENIA ST., DEPT. SF5, NORTHRIDGE 
CALIFORNIA 91324 


= ee 


© 1984 Sherwood Intemational 
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AREN 
LAST STAND?... 

The Karens are locked in battle with 
the Burmese government as the May 
84 SOF goes to press. It may be their 
last battle, and the Burmese will prob- 
ably win because of U.S. support. 

Helicopters supplied to the Burmese 
by the narcotics office of the U.S. State 
Department have been turned from 
pursuit of the Shan opium lords to a 
genocidal campaign against a dissent- 
ing minority. 

Intercepts of Burmese Army radio 
traffic have convinced the Karens that 
the final siege on the last southern 
Karen stronghold shall have begun on 
16 February 1984. Two SOF corres- 
pondents are already in Karen HQ. 
Soldier of Fortune will feature exclu- 
sive on-the-spot reporting of the battle 
in the June issue. 

Largely Christian and with historical 
ties to the West, the Karen National 
Liberation Army has threatened the 
Burmese dictatorship’s grip on the tin- 
and-tungsten-rich Tenasserim region 
for the last 35 years. The Karens have 
developed their own government, 
army and educational system. Di- 
plomatic efforts to achieve Western 
recognition of their ‘‘Republic of 
Kawthoolei” have steadily increased 
over the last few years. 

American-made Bell UH-1 helicop- 
ters are enabling the Burmese to con- 
centrate superior numbers of troops 
and heavy weapons in previously inac- 
cessible positions. Heliborne Burmese 
soldiers can now move faster than 
foot-and riverboat-mobile Karens. 
Lines of resistance are smashed from 
behind in the thinly-populated area as 
American-supplied choppers leap de- 
fensive positions to put Burmese units 
in the Karen rear. 

In the last few weeks the Burmese 
Army has stormed and burnt the Karen 
strongholds of Metharaw and Mepale 
in a steady thrust designed to concen- 
trate defenders on their base of supply 
and support north of Mae Sot. Fighting 
and casualties are heavy, since both 
Burmese and Karens see the end may 
be near. 

Thailand — never on good terms 
with the Marxist Burmese — is 
alarmed by the Burmese campaign. 
The Thais anticipate a battle that will 

| disregard borders and have reinforced 
their Border Police near Mae Sot. 

By the time you read this, American 
Hueys may have helped the Marxist 
Burmese crush the Karen rebellion, 
destroying their hopes of self-deter- 
mination, scattering the few remaining 

| Karens into the millions of Southeast 
Asian refugees fleeing tyranny, and 
wiping Karen language, culture and 
freedom from the face of the earth, 
forever. 
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Ril BACK 
IN SALVADOR... 

Tom Reisinger, president of Ref- 
ugee Relief International, Inc., in- 
formed SOF that a medical-survey 
team has just returned from El Salva- 
dor where they conducted an updated 
study of the situation and assessed 
current needs. They took 1,200 
pounds of medical supplies and equip- 
ment donated by SOF readers with 
them. Members of SOF’s A Team 
accompanied RRIl to get an update on 
the military situation and tomake plans 
for the return of the full A Team later. 

RRIl plans increased involvement in 
all of Central America during 1984, 
with long-range plans calling for ex- 
pansion into Kampuchea and Pakis- 
tan, 

Although donations of medical sup- 
plies have been substantial, financial 
contributions have fallen off, creating 
an urgent need. SOF encourages its 
readers to send whatever money they 
can— and remember no amountis too 
small. Without continued support, RRIl 
cannot sustain any worthwhile effort in 
El Salvador. 

No RRIl staffer is paid a salary. Last 
year well over 70 percent of all monies 
went into direct project-related chan- 
nels and not for so-called “overhead” 
or administrative expenses. And all 
gifts are tax-deductible. So please 
send what you can today to Refugee 
Relief International, Inc., 6340 Neison 
St., Arvada, CO 80004. 


RRll medic John Padgett (center) and 
SOF Special Projects Director Alex 
McColl (far right) present donated 
cardiac monitor and wheelchair to 
personnel of San Salvador hospital: 
Chief of Staff Dr. Guillermo lIraheta 
(right of center); Director of Physical 
Therapy Silvia Quijano (far left) and 
Assistant Administrator Francisco 
Monterrosa (left of center). The 
cardiac monitor, valued at $950, was 
donated by Thomas Helmcamp, 
president of PACE Medical 
Electronics, Inc., of Miami, Fila. The 
wheelchair, with its Spanish-language 
bumper sticker: “I’d rather be killing 
communists,” was donated by an 
anonymous Disabled American Vet. 
Photo: Ralph Edens 


FGHAN FREEDOM 
FIGHTER FUNDS... 

Sources inside Afghanistan report 
that despite the 100,000-plus Russian 
soldiers in Afghanistan and the hostile 
anti-American rhetoric of the Karmal 
regime, it is the American dollar, and 
not the Russian ruble, that is the wel- 
come exchange currency there. And 
one of the products Afghans and Rus- 
sian soldiers, albeit clandestinely, buy 
with their American greenbacks is 
Coca-Cola, that great capitalist re- 
fresher found all over the world. 

But, although the American dollar 
may be plentiful in Kabul’s markets, it 
is not nearly plentiful enough in the 
coffers of the Afghan Freedom Fight- 
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ers. The Russian invasion of Afghanis- 
tan has entered its fifth year and, much 
to everyone's surprise, the Afghans 
are still resisting. But to keep resist- 
ance up, they need money to buy 
weapons and materie!. So please send 
your American dollars for the brave 
Afghans to defend their home against 
Russian communists. Although con- 
tributions are not tax-deductible, they 
could be considered charitable. All 
money is sent directly to the Afghans; 
none is used for personnel or adminis- 
trative costs. Send your donations to- 
day to: AfghanFreedomFighters Fund, 
Soldier of Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boul- 
der, CO 80306. 


FGHAN AUCTION 
NETS $25,000... 

Don Weidenweber, director of the 
American Aid for Afghans (AAFA), pre- 
sents high-bidder Aaron Embree with 
an instrument donated by SOF to the 
AAFA auction. The instrument is one 
of several items liberated from a Rus- 
sian Mi-24 in Afghanistan, and brought 
out by SOF. The auction netted 
$25,000 for the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters. AAFA is located at 6443 SW 
Beaverton Highway, Portland, OR 
97221. : 


Don Weidenweber, director of 
American Aid for Afghans, 
congratulates Aaron Embree of 
Portland, Ore., on his new acquisition: 
an instrument taken from a Russian 
Mi-24 in Afghanistan that SOF donated 
to the AAFA auction. 


ECOGNITION 
FOR CONTRIBUTORS... 
Any individual who contributes 1) 
funds, medical supplies or medi- 
cine to Refugee Relief Internation- 
al, inc., 2) funds to the Afghan Free- 
dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 


to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
indians has the option of having his 
name mentioned in SOF with. the 
amount of money or equipment 
donated. !f you wish to.be so recog- 
nized, piease indicate this with your 
donation. , 
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2 BACKSTABBERS 

COMMISSION 

REPORTS eh DEATH 
SQUADS 


__ ELSALVAPORAN GOV'T SOLDIER 
“Bo BNO! tesa ©1984 Copley News Service 


N THE ROAD 
TO SARAJEVO... 

Don Nielsen, America’s best biath- 
lete, moved closer toward bringing 
home a medal from the Winter Olym- 
pics in Sarajevo by qualifying for the 
six-man U.S. Olympic team in Lake 
Placid, N.Y., in early January. 
Nielsen’s training program, combining 
cross-country skiing and shooting, 
was sponsored in part by Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine and SOF readers 
(see “Biathlon: SOF Lends Hand to 
Olympic Hopeful,” SOF, November 
83). Nielsen, who qualified by the nar- 
rowest of margins, joked about his 
close call, saying that if he hadn't won, 
“The folks at SOF would think | had 
sold out to the commies.” 

SOF congratulates Don and wishes 
him the best of luck on his road to 
Olympic gold. Don still needs your con- 
tinued support and assistance not only 
for the Olympic Games but also for the 
World Cup competition that follows. 
Send a tax-deductible contribution to- 
day to Don Nielsen Fund, c/o Ken Rog- 
ers, Colorado Track Club, P.O. Box 
12124, Boulder, CO 80303. Tax num- 
ber: DN 0261395. 


HAI COMMIES 
SURRENDER... 

Exchanging their red flags and AKs 
for white truce flags, 5,800 Thai com- 
munists surrendered to the Thai gov- 
ernment in Nan, Thailand (the pro- 
visional capital 350 miles northwest of 
Bangkok), last January. The truce end- 
ing the 16-year insurgency in Thai- 
land’s northern mountains was cele- 
brated by a crowd of 30,000 with 
marching bands, dancing in the 
streets, and parachute demonstra- 
tions. 

The surrender came as a result of a 
generous government amnesty pro- 
gram that provides offers of land and 
job assistance to former guerrillas, and 
a tough military counterinsurgency 


US. ADMINISTRATION 


Sue TIME Clock 


Beaks CONGRESSIONAL 


— (de 


EL SALVAPORAN COMMUNIST GUERRILLA 


pro-gram during the past two years 
that destroyed most rebel strongholds. 


RENADIAN PRESS 
CHEERS REAGAN... 

The weekly Grenadian Voice of St. 
George's wasted no time in telling the 
world how it felt about the U.S. libera- 
tion of Grenada — and about Ronald 
Reagan. Operating again after being 
shut down for two years because of 
criticism of Maurice Bishop's Marxist 
regime, the newspaper wrote in its 20 
November issue: “We rise from the 
ashes and are proud to be the first local 
newspaper to herald the liberation of 
our country.” The paper termed the 
operation as a “necessary rescue op- 
eration on behalf of the vast majority of 
Grenadians” and bestowed upon 
President Reagan its “order of valor.” 


LL ROADS 
LEAD TO SOF... 

Covering the world’s hot spots is 
what we do best and SOF readers can 
look forward to first-hand reporting by 
our professionals from the following 
places: Contributing Editor Rick Ven- 
able and David Mills, England, West 
Germany and Northern Ireland; Soviet 
Analyst David Isby, Afghanistan; 
Southeast Asian Correspondent Jim 
Coyne, South Korea and with the 
Karens in Burma; Contributing Editor 
Jim Perry, Panama; Central American 
Correspondent Steve Salisbury with 
the ARDE and FDN Contras in Costa 
Rica and Honduras (and likely Nicar- 
agua); Chief Foreign Correspondent 
Jim Graves reporting from Bangkok, 
Singapore and Beirut; and, of course, 
SOF’s A Team, headed by Editor/Pub- 
\isher Robert K. Brown, back in El Sal- 
vador training Salvadoran Army units 
and providing much-needed medical 
care for soldiers and civilians. 


Continued on page 101 
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Leather Cases 
Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 


No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
$18.95 (No Flap) 


Model 22-HR 


HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver 
e SMITH & WESSON 
.38, .357, 22-J, 22-K, .41 Mag., 
.44 Spec., .44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, SMM 
e COLT .38, .357, .22 
e RUGER .38, .357, .44 Mag., 
Security Six, Speed Six, Red Hawk 
e DAN WESSON 
.38, .357, .22 LR., .44 


e CHARTER ARMS 
.22, .38, .357, .44 Special, .22 LR. 


e H&R .22 L.R., 9-Shot 


See Your Local Gun Dealer 


HKS Products, Inc. 
7841 Foundation Drive 
Florence, Ky. 41042 
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IT HAPPENED 
TO ME 


A Hisser of an Ambush 


by Armin D. Cate as told to M.L. Jones 


Armin D. Cate’s fellow cadets at the 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New Lon- 
don, Conn., have nicknamed him ‘‘The 
Grunt,’’ perhaps because he’s told them 
stories like this about his Army career: 


HE story begins on a hotter-than-hell, 
typically boring day out in the 
‘*boonies,’’ as the field environment out 
behind Ft. Campbell, Ky., is affectionate- 
ly referred to by both officers and enlisted. 
I was assigned to the HQ Battery of a 
105mm towed-howitzer battalion as a re- 
con sergeant to set up ambushes and 
harass the gun bunnies from the line bat- 
teries as they moved around on hip- 
shoots. Nothing oppressive about this job 
except for the blistering July sun and wait- 
ing on the cannon cockers to move out. 
During one of these slack periods, 
Smitty, a PFC in my section, and I decided 
to grab a few Zs beneath a small wooden 
bridge which the convoy would have to 
cross. We had just settled down comfort- 
ably in the cool shade when we were both 
rudely torn out of Z-land by an ominous- 
sounding rattle directly above us along the 


uneven framework of the stacked timbers. | 


Not being one to jump to hasty conclu- 
sions, I passed it off as an overly active 
cricket. 

I was about to sack out again when 
Smitty, who had gotten up to investigate, 
let out a piercing scream. I stood up to find 
myself face to face with a forked-tongued 
serpent which I had already gotten to meet 
closer than I cared for. Fortunately, the 


bastard was still a little groggy, having no | 


doubt been napping itself, so | had enough 
time to engage my brain. Ducking right 
and grabbing my trusty M16, I joined 
Smitty, who had already established a se- 
cure OP several yards away. 

The next question: Do we vamoose or 
do we play with this reptilian character? It 
still hadn’t entirely emerged from the 
crack it had been sleeping in but was 
already well over two-feet long. Since it 
was a terribly boring day, we decided to 
have a little fun at the snake’s expense. In 
my ruck I had enough pyro to keep this 
scaley customer occupied. The question 
was whether to smoke and choke it or to 
stun it a bit. 

T decided on the latter, since I was get- 
ting worried that it might get away and 
ruin our fun. I popped a grenade simulator 


and managed to get close enough to toss it 
onto the ledge in the immediate vicinity of 
the snake. 

The snake didn’t get a chance to get too 
interested in the simulator as it exploded 
almost instantaneously, throwing the rep- 
tile down along the ledge. Smitty went 
after the dazed, almost-dead snake with a 
stick and beat the shit out of what was still 
moving. He then picked it up (he was very 
fond of snakes) and bit it behind the head, 
grinning triumphantly. , 

Meanwhile, the PRC-77 that we’d 
hastily abandoned came to life as our pla- 
toon sergeant called: ‘‘What the hell’s 
going on? Don’t you know the Gamma 
Goats are converging on the ambush 
site?’’ 

Right about this time all hell broke 
loose under the bridge as a whole shitload 
of rattling erupted from the crack in the 
embankment. Not wanting to take on all 
the members of the dear departed’s fami- 
ly, I grabbed the ‘‘prick’’ and boogied 
behind Smitty and the dead snake. 

To add to the already climbing excite- 
ment, I heard the low, dull roar of the 
goats as we caught our breath. Setting up 
what had to be a truly hasty ambush, Smit- 
ty and I split up and ducked into the brush 
on both sides of the bridge. I was busying 
myself with my assortment of pyro when I 
looked over and saw Smitty standing he- 
hind a tree, swinging the dead snake over 
his head like a frantic cowboy. Re- 
membering that the rest of the brood was 
under the bridge, I went back to readying 
the ‘‘fuses’’ on some artillery simulators, 
hoping that the snakes would stay there a 
little longer. 

As we were the point element of the 
area ambush, we had to let the first two 
vehicles pass unmolested. First one goat 
and then another crossed the bridge in 
rapid succession. I pulled the strings on 
three artys and tossed them, one at a time, 
under the bridge. Three shrill whistles fol- 
lowed and almost immediately the next 
vehicle came around the bend. 

The poor bastards never knew what hit 
*em. As the artys burst in an explosive 
inferno beneath the bridge, Smitty 
finished his wind-up and threw the carcass 
of the snake onto the back of the goat. I 
think several world records were set by 
those guys unassing from it. 

Air Assault! & 
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THE 


SPEGIALIST 
WILL BLOW 


Jack Sullivan is The Specialist. Put an M-21 sniper rifle or a Kalashni- 
Killing is his specialty. His price is as high — kov assault rifle in his hands. Or a Browning 
as the risk he takes. But it takes more than 9mm Power Pistol. Then watch the blood 


4 of them all. Read The 


~~ Specialist. Action 
adventure that will 


q blow you away. 


justice and he dishes Far aevenee 
it out brutally to those 
evildoers beyond the 
law. 


money to send him o o and bone explode in 

into ca : = THE _ aes? ae Ved * 
‘ SPE e Specialis 

fia end of a SPEC = IST “hati GIALIST ] is the Ee 


@ sIGNeT H $2.25 
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TIM PAGE’S ’NAM. Introduction by 
William Shawcross. Alfred A. Knopf, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 201 E. 50th St., New 
York, NY 10022. 1983. 119 pp. 86 
photos. $22.50. Review by Bob Poos. 


IS friends, who include Dispatches 

author Michael Herr, have, or have 
tried to, make something of a cult/folk 
hero of Tim Page: bravest and best of all 
the combat photographers and correspon- 
dents in Vietnam. Reckless. Would go 
where other newsmen didn’t dare. Spent 
more time in the field than any of them. 
An idol of other war photographers. Be- 
loved by the combat troops that he cov- 
ered. Witty, charming, popular among the 
combat press corps. 

He was really none of those things ex- 
cept, perhaps, reckless — and all combat 
photographers (including most reporters, 
who carried cameras as well) had to be that 
in order to get good pictures. They simply 
had to expose themselves even more than 
most of the soldiers they covered. Page 
certainly was not as good a craftsman nor 
any braver than Henri Huett of the AP, 
Larry Burroughs of Time/Life or Kent 
Potter of UPI, all of whom received for 
their work the highest prizes journalism 
can offer and all of whom were killed in 
action. 

What Page was, simply, was a good, 
hardworking war photographer. There is 
no need to romanticize him any more than 
that, because what he and his colleagues 
did speaks for them well enough. All told, 
50 some either were killed or are still 
reported missing in Southeast Asia. 

I think Page himself will acknowledge 
that he had one great advantage over most 
of his fellow photographer/correspon- 
dents: Working a great deal as a contract 
freelancer for Time/Life, he had the 
opportunity to take — and see used — 
many color photos. Most cameramen 
were almost entirely limited to black and 
white. ‘ 

I knew Tim Page quite well and fre- 
quently worked with him on the same op- 
erations in I, II, II[ and IV Corps from 
early 1965 through ’68. In fact, we were 
hit by the same grenade while covering the 
1966 Buddhist uprising in Da Nang (see 
‘Bad Night at Tien Hoi Pagoda,’* SOF, 
November ’83). 

Combat newsmen in Vietnam did what 
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IN REVIEW 


the name implies: They gathered news in 
combat. All of them. It is senseless to 
intimate that any one of them was any 
braver or more cowardly than the rest who 
did it regularly for a living. That is why 
virtually all of them got wounded at least 
once and why so many were killed. And 
just about every single one of them tured 
in excellent photos and honest stories. If 
anything got changed, and it did, that hap- 
pened back in air-conditioned offices in 
New York, London, Paris or wherever. 

Page’s book is an example of good col- 
or-photo craftsmanship. But for some 
reason, I could identify very few actual 
combat photos. Page certainly took plenty 
of them. These run more to shots out of 
Huey doors, the gunner in the foreground; 
soldiers’ faces, tanks, medevacs, columns 
of troops on the march and the dead, some 
covered with lime in order to lessen the 
stench. 

One notable series is of life and action 
aboard the carrier Midway, flagship of the 
Seventh Fleet. I happened to get out on the 
same ship sometime later and a PIO offi- 
cer told me a story about Page: Seeking a 
camera platform, he asked if a rescue 
chopper would hover just ahead of and 
below the carrier flight deck as it sped 
through the South China Sea. That was too 
much to ask even of the air/sea rescue 
pilots and they were about the most daring 
lot one could find. But it was a vantage 
point and photo possibility that would 
occur to any superior photographer seek- 
ing the shot he wanted. 

The text is pretty honest too, although 
some of it is exaggerated: *‘. .. white and 
black fought a segregated conflict .... 
Junk was so cheap it was snorted out of 
M16 barrels.”’ 

That’s nonsense. When the shooting 
started, skin color vanished. Page may 
have seen dope snorted from rifle barrels, 
but it would have been in the rear. It cer- 
tainly was not done by fighting men in, or 
about to go into, combat. I have no idea 
who wrote the copy. Probably introduc- 
tion writer Shawcross, who I vaguely re- 
call as a British reporter who briefly vis- 
ited Southeast Asia. Page may have dic- 
tated it to another writer. 

I don’t know what Page is doing now. 
The cover jacket says he is ‘‘living be- 
tween London, Los Angeles and South- 
east Asia.’ I do know that he is through 
covering wars. He told a mutual friend 
recently, who was much closer to him than 
I was, that he was finished with that. 

I found the book mildly interesting be- 
cause I had seen all of the same things and 
been to all the same places. I do think itis a 
good example of how a cameraman with a 
bent toward the artistic and working in 
color saw the war: colorful and bizarre. It 
was that, but it was also something more 
and I don’t think Page quite captured it. 


At $22.50 plus tax, I can only recom- 
mend it to those with a deep interest in 
Vietnam War photography. 


UNIFORMS, WEAPONS AND 


EQUIPMENT OF THE WORLD WAR 
II G.I. By Stephen W. Sylvia and 
Michael J. O’Donnell. Moss Publica- 
tions, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 729, 
Orange, VA 22960. 1982. 223 pp. Over 
500 B& W photographs. $19.95. Review 
by Bill Brooks. 


O other single book contains as much 
illustrative material on American 
WWII uniforms, equipment and weapons 
as the World War II G.I. It is certain to 
become a favorite of American military 
historians, collectors of war memorabilia, 
wargamers and World War II enthusiasts 
in general. 

The book is organized into five chap- 
ters, each dealing with a major area of 
goods and services: Quartermaster, Uni- 
forms, Gear, Weapons and Personal 
Items. Topics covered range from dog 
tags to barracks bags, Garands to gre- 
nades, goggles to glasses — and every- 
thing in between. 

As stated in the preface of Uniforms, 
Weapons and Equipment of the World 
War IIG.L., ‘‘The purpose of this book is 
to illustrate the results of that labor [of the 
Quartermaster Corps] through photo- 
graphs of the many and varied uniforms, 
weapons and gear of the World War II 
G.I.”” Illustrating the results has been 
accomplished, and each photo is accom- 
panied by an explanation and short back- 
ground history. 

My only criticism of this work is the 
lack of suitable cross-reference informa- 
tion, as-some items appear in different 
chapters. And as a camouflage nut, I 
would have enjoyed some information and 
illustrations of hand-painted camouflage 
designs as they appeared on U.S. helmets 
in the Pacific theater and on paratroop 
clothing in Europe. 

Uniforms, Weapons and Equipment 
of the World War Il G.I. is a good refer- 
ence work with excellent photographs of 
the American G.I. wearing and using his 
issued equipment. I’m looking forward to 
reading equally good future editions. @ 
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Make Up To $275.00 or More 
Extra Per Week As A 


“MAILING LIST 


PROTECTION AGENT”! 


Best of all . . . No Selling 
No Handling Orders ¢ No 
Mailings Required ¢ No 
Envelope Stuffing © No 
Placing Ads @ No Telephone 
Soliciting. 


Do you want to pick up some extra easy 
cash? If so, we have an opportunity that you 
can take advantage of and it will actually 
supplement your present income. This 
fabulous way for you to make money takes 
very little time and virtually no effort. Plus, 
we will make payments directly to you. What 
could be better? 


Dear Friend: 

We are looking for a few honest and 
responsible individuals to act as our “MAIL- 
ING LIST PROTECTION AGENTS". This is 
an on-going endeavor that you can partici- 
pate in for as long as you like, and really 
earn up to $275.00 per week or more in the 
process. 


What Is A 

Mailing List Pratuction Agent? 

We are the U.S. LIST PROTECTION 
COMPANY and we protect mailing list 
owners from having their valuable list of 
customers stolen or used without authoriza- 
tion. In addition, at the same time, we 
monitor the delivery of the United States 
Postal Service. This is a very important 
service for a mailing list owner to have. He 
has to protect his mailing list because in 
many cases, it cost him hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to compilile. If a mailing 
list was stolen and left undetected, it could 
very well put the list owner out of business. 


Here is where you come in and how we 
protect our clients from having their mailing 
lists used without authorization. We have 
thousands of mailing list owners who allow 
many authorized mailings on their list each 
year, Each time an authorized mailing is 
made, they are vulnerable to having their list 
stolen. Therefore, we supply the mailing list 
owners with a secret list of “decoy” names 
and addresses. He inserts these “decoys” 
into his mailing list without making anybody 
aware of it. Then if an unauthorized mailing 
is made on the list, the “decoys” will receive 
more mail than they are supposed to. The 
mailing list owner will have solid evidence of 
any unauthorized mailings and can pursue 
legal action on that basis. 


You, as a Mailing List Protection Agent, 
will have your address and a code name 
used as a decoy. For example, if your name 
is Robert Smith, you may give yourself the 
code name of James Smith. This way you 
can distinguish your personal mail from the 
decoy mail. Now, when you get your daily 
mail, you will simply sort the coded mail 
from the personal mail and put the date on 
the face of the envelopes of the coded mail. 
Each week you will take all of your coded 
mail and put it in a special package that we 
will supply. Then you will forward it tous for 
payment. What could be easier? 


© 1982 
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What Happens Next? 

When your package of coded dated mail 
arrives at our office, we will count the 
number of pieces in the package and send 
you a check the same day along with 
another special package for your next 
group of coded dated mail. We then match 
the mail you sent us and forward it to the 
proper list owner for his use. 


When you receive the next correspond- 
ence from us, it will include the following: 1) 
A payment of 30¢ for each coded dated 
piece of mail inside. 2) A payment for the 
postage money you spent to send us the 
previous package. 3) Another special 
package for the next group of mail. 


Examples: Suppose various packages 
contained the following quantities of coded 
dated mail on different occasions. Here is 
how much money you would receive... . 

Group One contains 384 pieces in the 
package you forwarded us ~ WE PAY YOU 
$115.20 plus the postage money you spent 
to send us the package! 

Group Two contains 671 pieces in the 
package you forwarded us - WE PAY YOU 
$201.30 plus the postage money you spent 
to send us the package! 

Group Three contains 917 pieces in the 
package you forwarded us - WE PAY YOU 
$275.10 plus the postage money you spent 
to send us the package! 


We want you because we have a current 
need for agents with decoy addresses all 
over the United States. Our address is so 
well known that it could never be used as an 
effective decoy. Not to mention, many of 
our list owner clients are involved in 
regional mailings, thus we need decoys in 
all 50states. Consequently, it doesn’t matter 
where you live, you can become a Mailing 
List Protection Agent as long as you have an 
address in the United States or Canada. 


How You Can Get Started 
So You Can Make Extra Money As 
A Mailing List Protection Agent 
In order to get officially registered as a 
Mailing List Protection Agent, you must pay 
a one time fee as indicated on the LIFETIME 


(PLEASE PRINT) Name 


Address 


City 


for my lifetime registration and start-up kit 
(Note - Prompt shipment guaranteed if you pay by cash or by money order.) 


O I'minahurry to make money! Enclosed is an extra $2 00 Please rush my start-up kit by first class mail 


Code Name (Sefect any name you want to use) 


REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE. The fee 
covers all the computer costs of getting 
your code name and address integrated into 
the system, setting up your file for payment 
in our office, and start-up kit we will send 
you as soon as you register. 


Your start-up kit consists of easy-to- 
follow instructions, an easy-to-complete 
form you must fill out one time for our files, 
and your first special package to forward 
coded dated mailing pieces back to us for 
payment. 


Imagine making extra money as a Mailing 
List Protection Agent. There isn't an easier 
way to make an honest income. And the 
best part is that you can make a substantial 
second income and spend only a few short 
minutes each week doing it! 


The amount of openings we have for 
Mailing List Security Agents is severely 
limited. We only need a few honest depend- 
able individuals in each area. Therefore, 
you must register within the next two weeks 
to qualify. You have 14 days to forward tous 
the LIFETIME REGISTRATION CERTIFI- 
CATE along with your payment. If yousend 
your registration in after that time, we 
reserve the right to refuse your requestand, 
of course, immediately return your 
remittance, if you're rejected because you 
didn't meet the deadline. 


Now is your chance to get in on the 


easiest way of accumulating extra money - 


that has never been made available. For the 
next 14 days. you have the chance to join 
others who are reaping the financial 
rewards by acting as a Mailing List Protec- 
tion Agent. Don't lose out on this opportun- 
ity to cash in. Say “YES” and ACT NOW 
before time runs out and it is too late! 


Offer good in Canada - U.S. funds only. 
Sincerely, 


Susan Williams, U.S. List Protection Co. 


PS Please do not request that we register you without 
payment and later deduct it from your first check We do 
not operate in such a manner because there are (oo many 
people witling to pay in advence Furthermore. it creates 
an unnecessary bookkeeping problem i we have to keep 
records fo remind us fo make such deductions 


i 
= 


LIFETIME REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 
OD YES. | accept your tnvitation to become a Mailing List Protection Agent 
Enclosed is $25.00 OCash OMoney Order OCheck 


State Zip 


Mail to: U.S. LIST PROTECTION COMPANY 
Suite 760 © Keystone Exec. Plaza ¢ 12555 Biscayne Blvd. ¢ Miami, Frorida 33181 
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P reaieren GUARD 

Whether in bear or Indian country (or 
camping in our increasingly crime-ridden 
national parks) the Campalert perimeter 
warning device by Intertek is a handy little 
piece of security to have around. The sys- 
tem operates with a fine conductive trip- 
wire, tautly secured around the intended 
perimeter that, when broken, will activate 
the alarm, which consists of a buzzer and 
light-emitting diode. If a covert alarm is 
desired, the buzzer is cancelled by the 
earphone included in the kit. A 1,000-foot 
spool of tripwire comes with the $29.95 
Campalert, and additional spools are 
available, including a 5,000-foot spool for 
$8.00. To order, contact Intertek, Dept. 
SOF, 1626 N. Wilcox, Suite 130SF, Los 
Angeles, CA 90028. Phone: (213) 465- 
7201. 


C cane TAPE 

A terrific way to camouflage your 
weapon, scope, bow or pack frame is with 
Kane Products’ *‘Chap Wrap’’ cammie 
tape. Constructed of tough 18-gauge 
vinyl, Chap Wrap adheres to itself and 
eliminates the problem of gooing up your 
equipment with adhesives. The wrap is 
held in place by a single piece of normal 
black electrician’s tape. Kane’s Chap 
Wrap is available in green or brown pat- 
terns in one-inch by 25-foot rolls. For 
further information, contact Kane Pro- 
ducts, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5572 Brecksville 
Rd., Dept. P, Cleveland, OH 44131. 
Phone: (216) 524-9962. 


22 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 


by John Metzger 


Cin STEEL 

Based on a medieval Japanese pattern, 
Cold Steel’s ‘‘Tanto’’ fighting knife is 
designed for close-in combat. The non- 
slip neoprene grip (which won’t slide even 
when wet) combines with a 3/16-inch- 
thick blade for incredible penetrating 
power. Cold Steel reps get a kick out of 
driving the Tanto through 55-gallon 
drums at demonstrations, Balanced to 
fight, the knife features skull-crushing 
pommel, extra-long handle and quick- 
draw leather sheath with velcro fastener 
plus upper and lower belt loops. The Tan- 
to is all business and is a lot of knife for 
$125. Contact Cold Steel, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 2128 Unit D, Knoll Dr., Ventura, 
CA 93003. Call toll-free: 1(800) 255- 
4716. 


oor OPTICS 

Featuring quality optical components 
and camouflaged rubber armor coating, 
Apollo Optics binoculars by Senno Cor- 
poration are an excellent value. The 8x21 
model shown can be kept in a fatigue 
pocket or carried on a belt with its handy 
cammie case. The roof-prism 8x21 pro- 
vides a 364-foot field of view at 1,000 
yards, and works well in dim light. Retail 
price is $127.50. For more information on 
the complete line of Apollo Optics, con- 
tact Senno Corp., Dept. SOF, E. 505 3rd 
Ave., P.O. Box 3506, Spokane, WA 
99220. Call toll-free at 1(800) 541-5689. 


| ae TRIGGER 

Pachmayr has introduced a new Nation- 
al Match trigger to its extensive line of 
custom accessories for the Colt .45 ACP. 
A new heavy-duty nylon trigger piece is 
molded directly to the trigger bow, elimi- 
nating any chance of separation. ‘‘Fit 
pads’’ allow the adjustable stop trigger to 
be fitted to pistol frames without vertical 
or horizontal play. Fits all 1911-type autos 
except the Gold Cup and National Match. 
Suggested retail is $12.50. Contact Pach- 
mayr, Dept. SOF, 1220 S. Grand Ave., 
P.O. Box 15053, Los Angeles, CA 
90015. 
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ASSALILT 
SYSTEMS 


Pistol 


4" Foam padded. full 
opening, lockable, waterproofed 
nylon handles. #P10 10” $11.50; 
#P12 12” $13; #P14 14” $14.50; 
#P20 20° $16. 


They're strong... 


ee ee) 


MORE! 
Gear Bags of every size and 
description... Holstersfor 
beit, shoulder, ankle... Pistol, 
Rifle and Bow Cases...loads 
of Accessories. See them all 
in our new full color catalog. 


Concealable Shoulder Holster (Top). Fits most any gun. 
Elastic back strap allows free movement of right arm. Fully 
adjustable 144” nylon web hamess. SHC $40. 
Military Shoulder Holster (Bottom). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fully ad- 
justable 174" nyton web harness. HN45B for auto's $35; 
HN45BR for revolvers $35; HN45BL for 6” BBL $40. 


tees ser nesenees 
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P For UZ, Ingram Mac 

10 & 11. 6 Outside Mag 
pouches plus handgun and 
accessories compartment. $60 


BallisticNylon Holsters 


for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec. hardware. When ordering, specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 


Ankle Holsters 


stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too... 
comfort. Washable—no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 


‘Belt ne 


Wear with military web belt, or any 
other belt. Five styles to fit most guns. 


BHCO for 3” and 4” revolvers $24.50 


peeceseces 


Plus $3 per order for postage 
(Canada and Hawa $5) 
MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money 
Order, Check or C.0.D —merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified 
Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept. letterhead. 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, 
super K-Kote waterproofed, 1” foam 
padding protects weapon, nylon thread 
—-double stitched at seams, military spec. 
welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK 
lockable zipper, 2” nylon web carrying handle 
and detachable/adjustabie padded shoulder strap, 
hook and loop compartment closures. Unconditionally 
guaranteed. Specify Black or Vietnam Leaf 
Camouflage...and weapon. 


#ARC Assault Rifle Case. Customized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside Mag pouches plus compartment 
for handgun, scope, bipod, etc. $65 


#SWC Special Weapons Case. 
33”, 40” and 48” lenath models to fit all riot 
shotguns, scoped rifles, other weapons. Outside 

compartments for handgun, ammo, knives 
and accessories $65 


Submachine 
Gun Case. 


for utmost 


a 


Super-concealment and comfort. Ultra fight nylon web- 
bing and baliistic nylon. Built-in rubber padding over 


ankle. 
BH45 for auto's $35 AHR { J ; 
BHASR lor revolvers $35 an “i et alagi ttn d Sn vss $50 sae $30 
BH4SL for 6” BBL guns $40 AHO for 3"-and 4" a iI ee. act ee - 
BHC {or 2” revolvers $24.50 and 4° revolvers andarge autos .... $30 


Also available: SPB ankle ea for money, ‘credit 
Cards, etc: aus sones aeemeter es $24.50 


rom. 
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ASSALILT.. 
SYSTEMS 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC., Dept. SF-054 
869 HORAN DRIVE : ST. NE“ f. MO 63026-2478 
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 


MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 
Please send me the following: 


Send $1.00 for 
complete Assault : 
Systems cataiog- 

free with order. 


Bill my ) Master Card D visa D AmEx 

Exp. Date___+____- Card # 
Name 
Address. = 3 
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EDITORIAL 


Death Squads and 
U.S. Policy 


by William F. Buckley Jr. 


T may be vain even to hope, but this being 

the season of good will, I write these words 
hoping I will not be identified as favoring 
death squads in El Salvador. 

In discussing the business of terrorists and 
death squads and U.S. policy in general re- 
cently, Time magazine emphasized an inten- 
sifying U.S. consensus. It wrote that Vice 
President George Bush “was in El Salvador for 
just seven hours, but his warnings about 
‘these right-wing fanatics’ were stark and 
powerful. “Your cause is being undermined by 
the murderous violence of reactionary minor- 
ities,’ he said to an assembly of the country’s 
politicians and military men, ‘[that] poisons 
the well of friendship between our countries. 
{Do not] make the mistake of thinking that 
there is any division in my country on this 
question.’ ” 

Now let us concede that the death squads 
are composed primarily of sadistic opportun- 
ists who, taking cover in the civil war, pursue 
their acquisitive and sanguinary interests re- 
latively unmolested because of the preoc- 
cupation of civil authority with that civil war. 
Is it a strategically decisive question that they 
are unregulated? One on which plausibly 
hangs the question whether we should aid the 
government of El Salvador? 

One’s instinctive feeling in the matter 
(perhaps I should not go so far as Mr. Bush by 
suggesting that there is “no division in my 
country on the question’) is that the world 
would be better off if a dozen Salvadoran gov- 
ernment sharpshooters, in the middle of the 
night, were to visit the homes of the leaders of 
the death squads and, in the brisk style of 
Charles Bronson in the movie Death Wish, 
simply do away with them. 

To be sure, there would then be those who 
accused El Salvador of commissioning a super 
death squad; but we would leave that discus- 
sion to the American Civil Liberties Union to 
fret over, and go to sleep a little bit more 
peacefully for the knowledge that the country 
we were sending military and economic aid to 
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was not co-existing peacefully with squads of 
men who go out at night and murder mission- 
ary nuns. 

But what one must guard against is the no- 
tion that our alliance with the government of 
El Salvador is a function of its civilized deport- 
ment. 

A generation ago we joined hands with 
Joseph Stalin, whose entire government one 
might charitably refer to as a death squad. He 
would not have welcomed any advice on how 
to reform Gulag; which advice, for the record, 
nobody in the government of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt felt any compulsion to tender. 

Twenty years later, we began telling Presi- 
dent Diem in Vietnam to amend his ways suffi- 
ciently to keep Buddhist monks from im- 
molating themselves in protest against his 
policies. What we ended up with, in due 
course, was the boat people. 

A half-dozen years ago we decided we had 
better begin running Iranian internal policies, 
and began inveighing against the (demon- 
strated) cruelties of the representatives of the 
Shah of Iran. In due course we got the ayatol- 
lah. 

Ten days ago, the newly elected president of 
Argentina indicted a handful of military fi- 
gures whom he will hold responsible for the 
6,000 desaparecidos wasted during Argenti- 
na’s civil war. This grand gesture toward a his- 
torical reconciliation between Argentina and 
justice does not belie the chronological point, 
namely that at a time the Argentine death 
squads were operating, either the government 
could not, or if it could, chose not to, impede 
their activity. And now Argentina is being run 
by a democratic government. 

It would be glib to suppose that that would 
necessarily have come about if the counterrev- 
olutionary activities against the Montoneros, 
the Argentinian version of the Sandinistas, 
had been conducted according to rules of war- 
fare that nowadays satisfy the refined con- 
sciences of American congressmen. Argenti- 
na is in the hands of democrats, not totalitari- 
ans. How that came to be is a subtle question, 
deserving of subtle analysis. 

We are in El Salvador because its govern- 
ment, for all its impurities, is geopolitically 
allied with us in the great cosmic effort, 
however disheveled, to give freedom and 
democracy and decency a chance against the 
communist monolith. To suggest that U.S. 
support should be contingent on El Salvador’s 
regulation of its grisly death squads is, simply, 
to miss the point; and to invite to primacy in 
the formulation of foreign policy considera- 
tions that are, simply, extrinsic to strategic 
U.S. concerns. ®% 
© 1983, Universal Press Syndicate. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. 
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160 Acres, Virgin Fertile Land, $5,900 


Down payment only $200-easy monthly payments just $133.86 


THERE ARE FEW RICH FARM LANDS LEFT ON EARTH 
Because the Bolivian government wants to encourage development, there exists a 
rare and unusual opportunity in South America for anyone who is interested in 
becoming a landowner. The benefits go far beyond a chance to own fertile farm 
land. Yet, 160 acres of virgin farm land for $5,900, a total down payment of only 
U.S. $200 and easy monthly payments with little interest, is a big drawing card. 
YOU CAN PIONEER OR LEAVE THE LAND IN ITS NATURAL STATE 

Create a survival or recreational farm. Gisaron we sincerely hope life in the in- 
dustrial countries will continue to be warm and hospitable, there is the possibility 
that events could take an unpleasant turn. If this should happen, you could be 
prepared to secure your own little haven in these fertile Bolivian lands. To become 
totally self sufficient would merely mean clearing a small portion of your 160 or 
more acres for a home and garden plot. 

There is also the possibility of commercial agriculture. You could manage your 
own farm, rent or lease to a tenant farmer, or hire someone to manage your 
property. 

Or, you can opt to leave the land in its natural state, privately available to you 
and your family. There are exotic birds and an abundance of wildlife. You will dis- 
cover the tapir, oppossum, brown capuchin monkey, armadillo, anteater, agouti, 
grey fox, ocelot, puma, and jaguar. Although nearly all of these species are 
protected by Bolivian national law, there are deer, bear and a variety of other 
game for the hunter and outdoorsman. 

Whether for profit, recreation, or securing a future, it is readily evident that 
this land purchase offer is unusual and quite possibly the world’s last frontier 
opportunity. Recent figures show prime underdeveloped land in Santa Cruz to be 
appreciating at 20% to 30% annually. 


GREAT PROSPECTS FOR AGRICULTURE 
Menonite farmers have pioneerd this fertile area and have helped to establish 
cash markets for a wide variety of products. ‘ 

Cotton, just one of the major cash crops, has recently been joined by soybeans, 
corn, wheat and sorghum as proven safe returns on this fine land investment. 

Livestock are also very popular among the ranchers coming into this rich fertile 
plik Many have turned to raising chickens, hogs, beef, dairy stock, fruit and veg- 
etables. 

Careful planning and positive ingenuity guarantee huge yields on this unusu- 
ally fruitful land. You may harvest rice to cotton, soy to sorghum, or raise the 
livestock of your choice. This virgin fertile land has made real the hopes and 
dreams of many new owners. 

LOCATION 
This newly opened land reserve is located in the heart of booming Santa Cruz de {a 
Sierra, an eastern Bolivian state. 

These rich, agriculturally suited land parcels are located close to Brazil— the 
fastest developing country in the world and one of Bolivia's best agricultural and 
livestock customers. The Bolivian Utah State/USAID Study Team reports, '’...the 
eastern plains of Bolivia should be considered as one of the world’s outstandin 
potentials for agricultural development. Without a doubt, this is a prime growth 
area offering tremendous values and unusual opportunity. 

BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT WELCOMES AND ENCOURAGES 
FOREIGN LANDOWNERS 
Bolivia’s progressive government has set important policies to accommodate the 
new foreign landowner. Special provisions guarantee each purchaser the same 
rights and privileges as native born citizens. 

These affirmative policies create a no-hassle business environment that en- 

courages free enterprise. 


160 ACRES, 320 ACRE, OR FULL SECTION 640 ACRE FARM PARCELS 
ARE AVAILABLE 

Because of the growing demand and obviously limited supply of top quality land 
itis increasing difficult to guarantee large acreages. However, for those fortunate 
individuals who learn of this offer and act immediately, large parcels can be 
reserved. A few parcels are actually larger than stated, and will be sold without 
additional charge for excess acreage. Each property is presented with full 
descriptions and a free and clear title of ownership. 

There is no obligation to buy when you send for a free information packet. If 
you desire to assure yourself a part of this vanishing farm land, then you will want 
toinclude a refundable $200 U.S. down payment with your information request to 
Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. 
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Upon receipt of your application and down payment we will select the best 
acreage in the amount you specify. We will then mail you detailed plans of your 
property along with your Purchase Agreement. You anh sign the Purchase Agree- 
ment and soon after begin making your monthly payments of $133.86, including 
low interest costs of only 6% annua 


ONE FULL YEAR TO INSPECT YOUR PROPERTY 
After signing the Purchase Agreement Boy have one full year to inspect your 
property in Santa Cruz. If you are dissatisfied for any reason, or if you just change 
your mind, we will refund in fuil every cent you have paid our office, including 
principal and interest. Should you wish to exchange your parcel for any other 
property, we will be glad to give you your choice of available acreage. Of course, 
this does not mean you have to visit Santa Cruz during the first year to be a land 
owner, but we hope you will. 
WHEN YOU VISIT SANTA CRUZ 

Fly to Miami, and board the Lloyd Aereo Boliviano (L.A.B.) late evening 727 flight 
to Santa Cruz. You will arrive early the next morning. First class hotel accommoda- 
tions are available at Los Tajibos, a Holiday Inn affiliate. Or, you may select to stay 
at any one of the other excellent hotels in the area. If you contact us in advance 
we will be happy to make hotel reservations for you. 

You will need your passport, but no prior visas are required for North American 
or European visitors. An international smallpox certificate is necessary. 

You will find the state of Santa Cruz to be one of Bolivia’s richest and biggest, 
with a population close to 700,000 and a land mass nearly equa! to one third of 
the entire nation, 

Hundreds from Canada, Mexico, and paraguay have already discovered this 
rich agricultural area and are delighted with their decision. You will be too. 


CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. WE WILL SEND YOU 
PICTURES, MAPS, AND DESCRIPTIVE LITERATURE. 


TELEX: 4405 BOLFOR BV TELEPHONE: 4-0146 
Mail this coupon airmail for our immediate response. 


Bolivian Land and Forestry, Ltda. 
Casilla No. 2369 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia 


l 
| Gentlemen: 
| OD Please send me your no obligation information on the properties available 
| at Santa Cruz. | would like to know more about how | can buy 160 acres 
| for only $5,900. 

O Please reserve some of this rich virgin land for me. Hold 160 acres at 
( $5,900 for me and rush my Purchase Agreement to my address below. 
| Enclosed is my refundable down payment of $200 U.S. 


| 


state 


(Prices are quoted in U.S. dollars) 
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INSIDE THE 
SANDINISTA 
GULAG 


Eyewitness Accounts and 
Photos Document 
Nicaraqua’s Nightmare 


by Steve Salisbury 


Photos by Adrian Wecer 


AUL Quinto, 36, is a tough Indian, an 

ex-Somoza National Guardsman and 
anti-Sandinista rebel. He is also a survivor 
of an almost two-year ordeal in the Sandi- 
nista version of the Gulag Archipelago. 

When I talked with him last August in a 
guerrilla encampment of Eden Pastora’s 
Democratic Revolutionary Alliance 
(ARDE) in southern Nicaragua, I asked ab- 
out ramors of executions of Americans and 
Europeans in Nicaragua, and about Cuban 
participation in reported Sandinista tortur- 
ing of prisoners. 

Quinto reported that sometime in 1980 he 
shared a cramped, dingy prison cell with an 
American, a German, a Costa Rican and a 
Peruvian in the southwestern town of 
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Anxious relatives of detainees confront 
Sandinista guards at the prison gate. 


Jinotepe. He could not remember the exact 
date; he marked no calendars during his 
years of captivity. The American was short 
and stocky, with blond hair, blue eyes. The 
German was taller, skinny, with sandy hair 
and blue or green eyes. 

‘We were all naked,’”’ said Raul. ‘‘The 
gringo and German were beaten very badly. 
Bruises were all over their bodies. They 
didn’t speak much Spanish, but it didn’t 
really matter because we hardly talked for 
fear someone in the cell was an informer 


.... I don’t know what happened to them. I 
was transferred that night.” 

I became very curious about this Amer- 
ican and German. Why were they impris- 
oned and whatever became of them? And 
how many more might there be that no one 
knew about? I asked questions of anyone I 
met who might be able to give me more 
information about imprisoned foreigners in 
Nicaragua. 

In September at another encampment I 
met a former Sandinista police official who 
is now an ARDE guerrilla peleton leader. 
Erwin Barberena (nom de guerre, Oscar) 
served in the Palo Alto security base in 
Managua before he defected to an early 
Contra group on 30 August 1980. He also 
recalled having seen a German-American 
pair who matched Quinto’s description in 
mid-1980. He reversed the nationalities, 
however, saying the German was short and 
stocky and the American tall and skinny. 

“*A couple of State Security officers 
boasted they had caught two spies and 
pointed out a gringo and a German to me,”’ 
he said. *‘They were caught taking pictures 
at the Diriomo garrison near Jinotepe. It’s 
an old fort, a historical place .... They 
could have been tourists. They also had 
pictures of markets and Indians.’’ 

That did not matter, according to the hef- 
ty former Sandinista trained in Cuba. He 
saw the security people laminating photo- 
graphs of the American and German on 
fabricated CIA cards. 

‘**We would do this when we didn’t have 
anything on a suspect,’’ he said. 
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Political prisoners held by Sandinistas in 
Esteli stare forlorniy through the bars as a 
guard keeps watch. 


Ragtag Sandinista militia. The original 
Augusto Sandino is portrayed on the wall 
behind the militia members. 
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This was not the only time Barberena 
witnessed such activities. A month after this 
incident Sandinista soldiers at the Miramar 
swimming pool in Leon supposedly discoy- 
ered a CIA card in an American’s sock and 
found incriminating documents and a large 
sum of money in his attache case. The 
American was traveling on three passports: 
American, Colombian and Costa Rican. 

“*He didn’t speak Spanish well, but he 
was saying he was a tourist. The Sandinistas 
claimed that when he was confronted with 
the ‘proof’ he confessed,’’ said Barberena. 

Barberena does not know for certain what 
happened to the foreigners he saw arrested, 
but he said simply, ‘“Normally, spies are 
shot.’’ (Editor’s Note: According to the 
U.S. Department of State 110 Americans 
have been detained by the Sandinistas since 
they took power in 1979. State says it has no 
knowledge of any Americans who were ex- 
ecuted. However, there have been persis- 
tent rumors since 1979 that an American 
named Steven Lyon-Fox was arrested and 
subsequently executed by the Sandinistas in 
1980. It is possible that Lyoa-Fox, if that 
was the American’s correct name, could 
have gotten into Nicaragua, been arrested 
and executed without the U.S. government 
ever knowing.) 

Barberena told other, more gruesome 
stories. First there was the torture of Rober- 
to Espinoza, a 20-year-old former lieute- 
nant in Somoza’s National Guard. In mid- 
July 1980, the starving Espinoza was strap- 
ped to a chair in a small room in the bowels 
of Palo Alto. 


/ 


‘“There were two interrogators and I was 
present to take down what the prisoner 
said,’’ said Barberena. ‘‘We injected him 
with a truth serum, but it was soon obvious 
that the interrogators weren’t interested in 
obtaining information. They just wanted to 
beat him. They taped his mouth and de- 
manded he answer. Of course he couldn’t, 
so they pummeled him with steel knuckles. 
They said he had misbehaved and threw him 
into Ja chiquita to learn good manners. La 
chiquita is a box with only enough room to 
stand, a vertical coffin. Prisoners would be 
left for days. When they got out, they were 
ugly — yellow, bearded, all bones. 

““We had six chiquitas at Palo Alto and 
they were always filled .... The moreno 
[Espinoza] died drugged up four days la- 
terem 

Barberena then gave a gruesome account 
of a husky Cuban adviser, a captain in his 
late 30s nicknamed Cono. Cono personally 
tortured Alex Santana Guido, a Sandinista 
dissident in his mid-20s. 

“*Santana was chained to the wall by his 
wrists,’’ he related. ‘‘The Cuban and a 
guard punched him furiously, calling him. 
dog and asking where the Contra and their 
weapons were. He passed out twice, but 
they revived him with water. 

“‘He still wouldn’t talk, so they turned 
him around and Cono burned his back with a 
cigarette. The prisoner screamed. It fright- 
ened me. Cono jabbed the cigarette into his 
ears. He passed out again and they revived 
him, then pried off his thumbnails with steel 
splints. Another guard and J didn’t like what 
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was going on, but we couldn’t contradict the 
Cuban. 

‘Finally they injected him with a truth 
serum and he said he had hidden the 
weapons but forgot where he put them. 
They shot him in an abandoned field and 
blamed it on the Contras. 

“‘One day Cono came in with State 
Security officers, bragging about how they 
burned a Contra alive.”’ 

Cuban advisers were still torturing polit- 
ical prisoners in the notorious Palo Alto in 
February 1982, according Alberto Ali 
Asaya Montoya, 25, a former Sandinista 
Army captain who was trained in Cuba for 
three months. He is now an ARDE guerril- 
la, too. I talked with him, other disillu- 
sioned Sandinista security personnel and 
former political prisoners on the veranda of 
a guerrilla safehouse in Costa Rica in De- 
cember. 

“Two Cubans — I believe their names 
were Capt. Garcia and Lt. Mendosa— were 
teaching interrogation to me and another 
State Security officer. A kid, perhaps 17, 
was chained spread-eagled to the wall. They 
beat his body with fists and sticks, then 
attached a cable to his balls and gave him 
jolts of electricity. He died after three days. 
The irony was he didn’t say a word.”’ 

This plus the other cases of cruelty he had 
seen as an assistant warden in La Polvora 
Prison in Granada provoked Araya Mon- 
toya to send a protest note to his superiors. 
He was reprimanded and transferred to the 
Montelimar artillery base on the Pacific 
coast. Disillusioned, he made contact with 
the Contras and diverted 150 Galil rifles and 
money to them. The Sandinistas grew suspi- 
cious and imprisoned him that April. He 
shared a cell with other dissident soldiers, 
one of whom he said the Sandinistas later 
froze to death in an ice locker. He was lucky 
enough to escape to Costa Rica due to a 
bureaucratic slip-up before he met the same 
fate. His imprisonment cost him three 
broken ribs, but he considered himself 
lucky to be alive. 

“*You want to know about torture? I'll tell 
you about torture,’’ said a small, well-built, 
41-year-old guerrilla, wearing civilian 
clothes. His face looked almost Indian. 
**The piricoacos tortured me!’’ He grinned 
and threw an accusatory finger across the 
table at Araya Montoya, the security man, 
who, ironically enough, had escorted him 
and 50-odd other prisoners off a bus and into 
La Polvora one October night in 1980. 

The ex-National Guardsman — who 
would only give his nom de guerre, Vulture 
(family members were still in Nicaragua) — 
showed no animosity toward his one-time 
keeper, but he still seethed about what the 
Sandinistas had done to him. 

‘‘Three months after the war, State 
Security found me in New Guinea,’’ he 
sputtered. ‘“One hijo de puta stuck a .45 in 
my mouth and told me to tell him where the 
rest of the Guardia were. Puta! How was Ito 
know? I was scared to the point of shitting. 
They hauled me to jail and threw me in a 
little cell with six other prisoners, all Guar- 
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dia or Milpas. Ahhh, it was bad — Ia mier- 
da! We were always naked and wet. They’d 
beat us frequently, put ground glass in our 
food. Every few days they’d wrap wires 
around my hands and give me electric 
shocks by cranking a machine. Do you 
know how that feels?’’ He shook his body 
and laughed grimly. *‘Then they put me ina 
hole. 

“It was worse for one of my cell mates — 
they castrated him. I had to care for him 
afterwards. 


COMBAT 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


by Robert J. Caldwell 


_ Like so many other Vietnam veterans, 
combat photographer Adrian Wecer 


found “‘the world’’ less real than Nam. 


That’s why he walked out of a graduate 
class in Spanish literature at New York 
University one day“ 11. years ago and 
never looked back.-Since then he..has 


free-lanced and worked on assignment 


all over Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin 


America. He has photographed ‘war in’ 


Morocco, Zaire, Northern Ireland, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda and Nicar- 
agua. 

His photographs of Polisario guernil- 
las and Moroccan troops. appeared in 

SOF’s December *83 issue. Wecer’s 
North African swing was followed by 
trips last winter and spring to Ethiopia’s 
Eritrea region and later to Nicaragua. 

Wecer was no stranger to Nicaragua 
when he arrived there last spring for a 
look at what the Sandinista revolution 
had brought. In 1979, he covered the 
final guerrilla offensive against the late 
Anastasio Somoza and his Guardia 
Nacional. Taking pictures from the 
guerrilla side on the northern front, 
Wecer had made friends among the San- 
dinistas. 

In Leon, a city north of Managua, 
Wecer renewed old acquaintances 
among the former guerrillas. One in par- 
ticular — Jet us call him “*Manuel*” — 
was bitterly disillusioned. “‘We didn’t 
think we were fighting to overthrow 
Somoza just to get another dicta 
torship,”’ he said to Wecer when they 
were alone. He offered to provide Wecer 
with first-hand evidence of the new goy- 
emment’s repression — a prison jam- 
med with civilians suspected of sym- 
pathizing with or helping the anti- 
Sandinista guerrillas known as Contras. 

Getting a foreigner, never mind a 
foreigner who was also a photojournal- 
ist, into the little Gulag the Sandinistas 
were running in Leon would have been 
impossible without Manuel’s contacts 
and bravado. He knew the guards; in fact 
Manuel might have been one of them, 
although Wecer Was deliberately vague 
on this point. 

Wecer, who was born.in Argentina 


*‘After perhaps six months they took me 
at 2:00 in the morning, head between legs, 
to the Humedades command in Juigalpa for 
another six months. There they gave me 
more electric shocks, beat me with rifle 
butts and took me toa hole full of prisoners’ 
corpses. It smelled awful and they 
threatened the same to me.”’ 

Over the next 10 months Vulture was 
transferred to La Polvora and then to Mod- 
ello, a penitentiary 27 kilometers east of 
Managua on the Tititata Highway. 


and has lived in Spain, ppeake fluent 
Spanish. But his. accent would have be- 
trayed him as a foreigner and his camera — 
would only have attracted added suspi: 
cion. So Manuel took the direct 
approach, glad-handing his way past the 
guards while introducing Wecer as ‘‘our 


old friend’’ from ’79. The guards passed 


them through but it was obvious that 
taking photographs would be risky. 

Photographs of a prison with political 
detainees was hardly the kind of public- 
ity the Sandinistas were seeking. And 
the guards were tense anyway because 
hundreds of relatives of the prisoners 
were causing a near riot-outside the 
gates. They had been waiting for hours 
in the sun to deliver food to their friends 
and family members inside.. _ 

At the very least, Wecer risked having 
his film confiscated; at worst he and 


‘Manuel could have been arrested and 


jailed for’ espionage or ‘counter- 
revolutionary activity. Wecer started 
clicking away, trying to be reasonably 
discreet, but putting spuamahye ahead of 
discretion. 

Most of the prisoners he saw fell into 
two categories. First were those sus- 
pected of aiding or sympathizing with 
the Contras. The second category in- 
cluded hundreds of locals picked up as 
de facto hostages. Manuel told Wecer 
how it: worked. If a male disappeared 


_ from his family’s home, the Sandinista 
militia would arrest another member of 


the family. According to Manuel, the 
Sandinistas would say, ““We’ll-let you 
go when your brother [father, son, hus- 


_band] comes back and explains where he 
“has been.’’ The Sandinistas* working 


assumption apparently was: that any 


-male who disappeared had gone off to 
_join the Contras. 


After they had left the prison, Wecer 
said he could hardly have the photo- 
graphs published abroad without jeopar- 
dizing Manuel’s safety. ‘‘Don’t wor- 
ry,;’” Manuel said to Wecer, “‘by that 


“time:I will be on the other, side and my 


family will be gone too.’’ Getting 
Adrian Wecer into the prison to photo- 
graph the truth about Nicaragua’s ~‘li- 


_beration’® seems.to have been Manuel’s 


last act before this former Sandinista 


_ onge again became a guerrilla. The Con-* 
“tras have no doubt found him.a very 


good man indeed. 
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ABOVE: Prisoners in holding cell beg for a 
cigarette. 


RIGHT: Among the prisoners, a boy of 10. 
Amnesty International, where are you! 


“‘I saw four big Germans there,’’ he said. 
‘‘None was older than 30. They were mer- 
cenaries for Somoza. They spoke Spanish 
okay and said they were beaten and given 
electric shocks. 

“‘IT was beaten in Modello too. The piris 
grabbed my hair and slugged my face.’’ 
Vulture’s nose looked broken and he had 
cauliflower ears. ‘‘They also injected me 
several times with a yellow liquid. It made 
me drunk and then they questioned me.’”’ 

“*That’s the truth serum,”’ said Araya 
Montoya. ‘*We’d mix alittle packet of clear 
liquid with an equal-sized packet of white 
powder and the solution would turn a light 
yellow.” 

A bushy-haired, skinny ex-Sandinista 
lieutenant, who claimed he was instructed 
by Cubans on the technique, said the liquid 
was distilled water. [ Editor’s Note: SOF’s 
Contributing Editor on Medicine, Dr. John 
Peters, verified an older form of sodium 
pentothal, or truth serum, was a powder’ 
which when mixed with distilled water 


Continued on page 100 
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BOBBY 
MULLER’S 
VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
OF AMERICA 


Troubled Past, 


Uncertain Future 
by Tony Bliss, Jr. 
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HE first time I heard of the Vietnam 

Veterans of America was when I read 

of their pending trip to Vietnam on the front 

page of The New York Times in December 
1981. 

I was immediately skeptical about the 
motives of a group of Vietnam veterans 
undertaking such a journey. But my first 
inkling that something was definitely amiss 
came when Richard Harbert, the brother of 
then-VVA Associate Director Michael Har- 
bert, visited the Foreign Desk of The New 
York Times where I worked. I asked him if 
he too was a Vietnam veteran. ‘‘No,’’ he 
replied, ‘‘I was protesting the war.”’ 

In subsequent days I became more and 
more incredulous as I read how VVA Ex- 
ecutive Director Bobby Muller embraced 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach, and how the group collected 40 
bucks to pay for a wreath marked ‘‘With 
Respect’’ that was placed at Ho Chi Minh’s 
tomb. I was shocked when they visited a 
“‘war crimes’? museum and stood for pic- 
tures in front of a MiG 21 with 14 kill stars 
that perched triumphantly over the wreck- 
age of a B-52 bomber. What greater slap in 
the face could there be for our POW-MIA 
families? Here, I thought, are our own fel- 
low veterans following in the footsteps of 
Jane Fonda and Cora Weiss. 

The Vietnam trip placed the VVA square- 
ly in the center of a storm of controversy that 
has not yet ended. And it has left Vietnam 
veterans and others asking: Who the hell are 
Bobby Muller and the Vietnam Veterans of 
America? 

Robert Olivier Muller was born in Gene- 
va, Switzerland, in 1945, His father, a pre- 
cision-machine-tool engineer, immigrated 
to the United States when Bobby was a 
young child. The family lived first in New 
York City before moving to Great Neck, an 
affluent, liberal community on Long Is- 
land’s north shore. Here, Bobby went to 
junior high and high school where he was a 
star runner and pole vaulter. He enjoyed 
athletics so much that he first went to col- 
lege to become a coach before switching to 
Hofstra University and majoring in busi- 
ness. 

Like many immigrants, Bobby’s father 
lauded the United States and constantly im- 
pressed upon his son the obligations of 
citizenship. Bobby accepted his father’s 
views totally and felt duty-bound to serve 
his country in Vietnam. This was Bobby 
Muller’s primary motivation for joining the 
Marines. A second motivation was more 
pragmatic. Muller remembers his manage- 
ment professors stressing the importance of 
having military experience on his resume. 

Bobby Muller still remembers the tears in 
his eyes at retreat ceremony. He was Gung 


Bobby Muller (right, seated), John Terzano 
(left, seated), Michael Harbert (center) and 
Tom Bird (right) hold news conference after 
1981 Penthouse-sponsored trip to Vietnam. 
Bird’s POW story, told in Everything We 
Had, was later revealed as hoax. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 
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Ho and the platoon honor graduate at the 
platoon leaders class in Quantico. ‘‘I de- 
manded infantry, demanded Vietnam,’’ he 
says. And, of course, he got it. In Septem- 
ber of 1968 Muller arrived in Vietnam, ‘‘a 
total fucking fanatic,’’ he says. There is no 
doubt that Muller served well and honorably 
there. His former commanding officer of 
Company G, 2nd Battalion, 3d Marines, Lt. 
Col. J.M. Hargrove, remembers being 
“‘favorably impressed with his professional 
competence, leadership and aggressive- 
ness.”’ 

Statistics caught up with Ist Lt. Muller on 
29 April 1969 while serving as an adviser to 
an ARVN unit. About six miles west of 
Cam Lo in Quang Tri Province a rifle bullet 
severed his spine as his unit pushed against a 
hilltop NVA position. The courage of an 
Australian adviser, a quick medevac and the 
nearby position of the hospital ship Repose 
saved Bobby Muller’s life. But the NVA 
round left him a paraplegic with no feeling 
from the chest down. 

“At no point in my entire tour of duty in 
Vietnam,’’ says Muller, ‘‘did I ever have 
one political discussion. Not once did I ever 
question the worthiness of our involvement 
there — never, never, never!”’ 

But Marine 2nd Lt. Don Bowles, who 
received his Purple Heart in the same Guam 
hospital ceremony as Muller, remembers 
vividly Muller’s bitterness. ‘‘T felt like tell- 
ing the colonel to pin it on my ass, I couldn’t 
feel it anyway,’’ he recalls Muller saying. 
At that time Muller blamed his wounding on 
the ARVN for cowering during the hill 
assault. 

Muller needed an outlet for his bitterness, 
and ‘‘I’m sure,’’ said Bowles, ‘‘the first 
time Muller was put in a position where he 
felt nobody cared,”’ his bitterness would 
find new direction. 

Muller found that direction when he was 
transferred from St. Albans Naval Hospital, 
where he was accorded respect and treated 
by sympathetic peers, to the Bronx VA hos- 
pital. ‘‘The day I went to the VA hospital — 
the first day I was there — I just broke down 
and cried for the first time since I was hit. It 
was an overwhelmingly depressing place. 
My mother came and they carried her out of 
the hospital. She was fucking hysterical,’’ 
Muller recalled while smacking his fist into 
his palm in anguish. 

The spinal-cord ward of the rat-infested 
Bronx VA hospital with all its squalor of 
overflowing urine bags and patients lying 
unattended for hours was featured in the 
famous 1970 Life article. It was here that 
Muller’s sense of disillusionment, abandon- 
ment and rage began to grow. 

“After catching a fucking bullet in de- 
fense of your fucking country, you have to 
beg a goddamn GS 5 who’s been slow- 
shuffling for 30 fucking years to get you a 
glass of water! You’re discarded like a piece 
of shit! You want a graduated set of steps so 
you can learn how to ambulate, or you need 


another set of parallel bars and they say they” 


can’t afford it! When I called in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of ordnance to kill peo- 
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VVA’s first Vietnam trip netted media 
attention. Here John Terzano (left) and 
Tom Bird (right) appear on NBC-TV’s 
Today show in late December 1981. After 
1982 trip Bird’s POW story was exposed as 
a lie and he resigned his VVA position. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 
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ple, don’t turn around and tell me that you 
can’t afford proper medical care and rehabi- 
litation to put it together for me! That’s what 
really started the rage.”’ 

Muller was soon heavily involved in the 
antiwar movement, telling people: ‘““We 
fucked up; we were wrong’’ about Vietnam. 
It was largely because of his advice that the 
Jane Fonda movie, Coming Home, turned 
out as it did. Muller became one of the most 
visible antiwar speakers for the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War although he never 
actually joined the organization. He enrol- 
led in Hoftsra Law School because he 
thought that being a lawyer was the best way 
to effect change in the system — a change 
that he hoped would be a “‘social revolu- 
tion,’’ as he said in the VVAW book, The 
New Soldier. But his disillusionment soon 
extended to the law and he has yet to pass his 
bar exam. 

It is during Muller’s college speaking 
tours, for which Penthouse put up an initial 
$12,000 for posters, buttons, brochures and 
other marketing materials, that Muller can 
leave his personal views of Vietnam indel- 
ibly stamped on a young, impressionable 
audience that has little knowledge of Viet- 
nam. His ‘*Vietnam War Stories’’ speech 
describes the Tet offensive as a ‘‘massive 
uprising,’’ an inaccurate and misleading 
statement since the whole point of the Tet 
offensive was that there was no ‘‘uprising”’ 
let alone a massive one. He claims the 
troops assaulted and secured Hamburger 
Hill five times, only to be told to abandon it 
and let the NVA ‘“‘resume their positions.”’ 
The truth is that the 187th Airborne Infantry 
and other elements of the 101st Airborne 
Div. and a South Vietnamese battalion took 
the top of Hamburger Hill (Apbia Moun- 
tain) only once after several unsuccessful 
infantry assaults. 

The VVA is Bobby Muller’s brainchild 


and he remains the primary power within 
the organization. Although Muller is the 
most outspoken and, at times, outrageous of 
the VVA leaders, there are several others 
who, Muller admits, share his view that 
Vietnam ‘‘was a waste and we were 
wrong.”’ 

First, Albany VVA Chapter President 
Patrick Finnegan. Finnegan told me he re- 
fused to go to the field after seven months in 
Vietnam. In addition, his name is appended 
to a virulent piece of anti-American com- 
munist propaganda passed out at the Viet- 
nam Memorial services in Washington in 
November 1982. 

Next, Ed Murphy, the former Northeast 
regional coordinator of the VVA. In 1982, 
Murphy, along with two other Vietnam 
vets, was tagged by a Nicaraguan group 
called the ‘‘Nicaragua Peace Committee”’ 
for a trip to that country. The purpose, Mur- 
phy told me, was to ‘‘look at the possibility 
of U.S. intervention and what it would 
mean for us and for them’’ and ‘‘to make 
some inroads into the American public’’ by 
opening a dialogue. Inclusion on such a trip 
indicates where Murphy’s sympathy prob- 
ably lies. 

Third, John Terzano, the VVA vice- 
president, legislative director and Washing- 
ton office manager. Shortly after the first 
VVA trip to Hanoi, Kay Bosiljevac, whose 
husband is missing in action, called the 
VVA to inquire about the motives of their 
trip. Mrs. Bosiljevac, who is also a regional 
coordinator of the League of Families, says 
that Terzano told her that a purpose of the 
trip was ‘‘to bring forth the Vietnamese 
point of view.”’ Terzano also announced on 
the Phil Donahue show that he ‘‘didn’t need 
to go back to Vietnam to realize that Viet- 
nam was not a noble cause.”’ 

Fourth, Tom Bird, one-time VVA vice- 
president and president. Bird claimed he 
had been captured for a day by NVA while 
serving as an infantryman in the First Caval- 
ry Div. during the battle of Ia Drang Valley 
in 1965. Bird embellished this story during 
an interview with Al Santoli for the book, 
Everything We Had. In fact Bird was lying; 
he was never captured. 

Bird told me that. the POW story first 
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started in his home town and he ‘‘never had 


the moral courage’’ to deny it because 
“‘people’s reaction was always very sensi- 
tive, sympathetic and supportive.’’ Bird 
resigned his position after the truth became 
known following the VVA’s second Viet- 
nam trip in June 1982. 

Bird runs the Vietnam Veterans Ensem- 
ble Theater Company in New York City, 
which has mostly put on anti- Vietnam pro- 
ductions because ‘‘those are the only ones 
that have been written,’’ he told me. Com- 
pany productions include In Pursuit of 
Liberty, an account of the Vietnam Veter- 
ans Against the War takeover of the Statue 
of Liberty; V.fw., a play in which a veter- 
ans’ press conference to promote their law- 
suit against governmental and chemical- 
company pollution is ignored because it 
takes place on the day John Wayne died; and 
A Few Good Men, a fictitious account of 
three enlisted POWs who refused to return 
to the United States for fear of standing trial 
for unbecoming conduct while POWs. Lar- 
ry Mitchell, a self-acclaimed POW who 
worked as the VVA minority affairs direc- 
tor, briefed the cast for three hours. 

Based on Mitchell’s credentials as an 
apparent emerging black Vietnam veterans’ 
spokesman, Muller asked him to come over 
to VVA, which he did. On the eve of the 
first VVA Vietnam trip, Mitchell put out a 
letter to ‘‘fellow veterans and former pris- 
oners of war’’ asking them to support the 
trip. 

Mitchell persuaded three legitimate for- 
mer POWs into cosigning the letter. He also 
said that the trip had the ‘‘sanction and 
enthusiastic support of the State Depart- 
ment,’’ a blatant lie. State Department 
spokesman Warren Magruder says the trip 
was ‘‘purely private and had no official 
sanction.’’ The State Department did, 
however, warn the VVA of the “‘propagan- 
da pitfalls of the trip.”’ 

Larry Mitchell, in fact, apparently was 
neither a POW nor a former Special Forces 
captain as he claimed. Mitchell perpetrated 
a huge fraud on the VVA as well as the 
national media. 

Bobby Muiler showed me a photostat of 
Mitchell’s DD-214. It was typed with two 
different typewriters. When questions 
started coming in on Mitchell, Greg Kane, 
then-VVA secretary-treasurer, asked 
Mitchell to bring his original DD-214 into 
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the office. ‘‘He stalled and stalled,’’ Kane 
told me, ‘‘and ultimately I said either you 
come in with the original or don’t come in, 
And he didn’t come in. To this day I don’t 
know what Larry Mitchell’s history is.’ 

On the DD-214 Mitchell submitted to the 
VVA, his Social Security number is listed 
as 162-30-9987. A spokeswoman for the 
Army National Personal Records Center in 
St. Louis, Mo., said there is no record of a 
Larry E. Mitchell or Larry Mitchell with a 
number even close to the one he gave. Nor is 
he listed in the U.S. Army Register of offi- 
cers for the years of service he claims. The 
Department of the Army has no Larry 
Mitchell on any POW roster. Defense In- 
telligence Agency spokesman Ken Gieson 
says, ‘‘The name is known but he was never 
on a DIA list as a POW.”’ 


FROM RANCHING 
TO WRITING 


Tony Bliss, Jr.’s background ranges 
from two tours in Vietnam as an infan- 
tryman to working as a cowboy in Mon- 
tana. Bliss’s “Nam tours were in 1965, 
when he was first a rifleman and later an 
acting platoon leader in the 10]st Air- 
borne Division, and 1967, when he was 
a team leader with the Division’s Long 
Range Patrol Company. He got a Silver 
Star at Dak To the first tour and a Bronze 
Star at Song Be the second. 

Between tours, he was an honor 
graduate of the 101st’s Recondo School 
and later a cadre/instructor in the school. 
He has taught patrolling, mountaineer- 
ing, Survival and mine warfare with the 
Recondo School at West Point. He left 
the Army as a staff sergeant (E6). 

Prior to Army service, Bliss, 36, 
worked as a Montana ranch hand and 
veterinarian’s assistant and lemon picker 
in California. He has a B.A. in English 
from C.W. Post College on Long Island 
and an M.A. in journalism from New 
York University. 

Bliss worked on the foreign news desk 
of The New York Times for five years 
‘and now free-lances from his home in 
New York. His hobbies include back- 
packing, judo, rifle and pistol shooting, 
and study of Southeast Asian history and 
affairs — he is a member of the Asia 
Society and the Association for Asian 
Studies: 

Bliss’s previous SOF articles include 
**Behind our Backs,’* February ‘81, 
*‘An American with a Mission,”’ 
September 80, ‘SOF Critic Bombs in 
UN Charade,"’ July '80, and reviews of 
the movies, Apocalypse Now (February 
"80) and The Deerhunter (September 
79), 


With leadership so blatantly critical of the 
Vietnam War, there is little wonder then 
that Hanoi readily agreed to the VVA re- 
quest to travel to Vietnam. Indeed, Viet- 


by Radio Hanoi, which announced that ‘‘the 
purpose of the delegation’s visit is to gather 
information about the effects of the U.S. 
chemical warfare in Vietnam in order to 
denounce it before public opinion.’’ 

There is no doubt the Vietnamese were 
pleased with the media exposure the VVA 
trip received around the world. Muller 
chalks it up to creating good will and says 
that the Vietnamese hold all the ‘‘chips”’ in 
the MIA-POW issue. The Vietnamese, he 
says, were extremely sensitive to the critic- 
ism they received both from the U.S. gov- 
ermment and others when the remains of 
Ron Dodge were released. Muller says he 
made it clear to the Vietnamese that the 
VVA is not interested in berating them or in 
obtaining an accounting of why it took them 
eight years to release Dodge’s remains. In 
return, Muller quotes the foreign minister as 
saying: ‘“‘We’ll work with you. We’re not 
going to work with the Reagan administra- 
tion, but well work with you.”’ 

_ My first interview with Bobby Muller 
was in early August 1982 at the VVA’s New 
York office at 212 Fifth Ave. One of the 
first things he told me was: ‘‘We’ve just 
gotten evicted.’’ The eviction was for fail- 
ure to pay rent. Both the Fifth Ave. office 
and the smaller two-room office several 
blocks away into which they eventually 
moved can only be described as utilitarian 
and threadbare. 

In August 1982, Muller said, the Viet- 
nam Veterans of America is ‘‘dead broke. 
We’ve gone missing payrolls and are all 
pressed to the absolute limit of our ability.”’ 
The problem was that except for mem- 
bership dues there was no recurring revenue 
base. 

An analysis of VVA’s tax returns shows 
that since 1978 the Vietnam Veterans of 
America has taken in well over a million 
dollars. The lack of accounting for how this 
money has been spent has been one of the 
major points of criticism by VVA chapter 
heads, members and disgruntled former 
members. In fact, some claim it was only 
pressure from these individuals that prod- 
ded the VVA to finally file three years of tax 
returns in the spring of 1982. 

“We didn’t have books. We had our 
check book and we kept batches of receipts. 
It’s just that we have been that chaotic and 
that bonkers,’’ says Muller, who graduated 
from Hofstra University with a 3.2 cumula- 
tive average in business administration with 
a specialty in management. 

Where has the bulk of VVA money come 
from and how has it been spent? 

Bobby Muller says he will ‘‘take money 
from any source because the use of the 
money justifies whoever the sponsor for the 
monies [is].’’ Such willingness makes for 
some strange bedfellows who consider the 
VVA platform worthy of their contribu- 
tions. 

Cora Weiss, prominent visitor to Hanoi 
during the Vietnam War years, heads up the 
Samuel Rubin Foundation. Through Weiss, 
about $1,000 went to the VVA in 1982 from 


namese expectations were quickly mirrored — the Rubin Foundation, according to Muller. 
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Millions of dollars from the Rubin Founda- 
tion have gone to the Institute for Policy 
Studies, an ultra-left think tank based in 
Washington, D.C. The foundation has also 
contributed to the Bach Mai Hospital 
Emergency Relief Fund in communist Viet- 
nam. 

While Penthouse kicked in $20,000 for 
the first trip to Hanoi by the VVA, the 
Christopher Reynolds Foundation picked 
up the tab for the second trip. Jack Clare- 
man, executive director of the foundation, 
says their files show a $25,000 grant to the 
VVA in the foundation’s 1981 tax year and 
grants of ‘tabout $55,000’’ in 1982. The 
foundation has long had an interest in com- 
munist Asia with other major grants going 
to the Bach Mai Hospital, American Friends 
Service Committee, Foundation for the Sci- 
entific Cooperation with Vietnam, Volun- 
teers in Asia and the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ. 

And, of course, not to be forgotten in the 
leftist category is Jane Fonda, who kicked in 
$500. 

The majority of VVA revenue, however, 
comes from more traditional sources. VVA 
tax returns through spring 1982 include con- 
tributions from Exxon Corp. ($25,000), 
Playboy ($7,500), Timothy Mellon 
($75,000), Ford Foundation ($24,180) and 
Eastern Paralyzed Veterans Assoc. 
($79,457 — part of which consists of a 
forgiven loan). Royalties and benefit- 
concert donations include $42,000 (Every- 
thing We Had), $75,000 (Bruce Spring- 
steen), $59,971 (Pat Benatar), $26,607 
(Charlie Daniels). In addition, Lisa Ken- 
nedy, a public-relations representative for 
Daniels, says that part of the proceeds from 
Dan Daley’s hit, Still in Saigon, is going to 
the VVA. 

The total income of the VVA is now 
considerably more than a million dollars. 
From its inception until spring 1982, VVA 
tax returns showed a gross revenue of 
$921,439. Expenditures exceeded that 
amount by $192,400, giving the VVA a net 
loss. 

But the major financial coup for the VVA 
was its inclusion in the Combined Federal 
Campaign beginning with the fall 1982 
campaign. Under the CFC program, federal 
civilian employees and active military can 
donate cash or designate a portion of their 
payroll check to the charitable organizations 
of their choice that are approved to partici- 
pate. 

The VVA applied for participation in a 
letter to the U.S. Office of Personnel Man- 
agement, dated 19 July 1982, which stated 
that the VVA was an organization ‘“exclu- 
sively devoted to the welfare of Vietnam- 
era veterans.”’ Only one sentence of the 
11-page letter mentioned that the VVA is 
‘“‘working to ensure that the lessons that 
have been learned in the Vietnam experi- 
ence are considered as future decisions in 
foreign and defense policies are made.”’ 

Through 31 October 1983, the VVA re- 
ceived from the CFC $538,740, according 
to Kent Bailey, a staff assistant with the 
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Office of Personnel Management. The 
VVAF should receive a similar amount this 
year, pushing the annual VVA budget close 
to the million-dollar mark. 

The *‘30-word statement’ describing the 
VVA in the CFC booklet makes no mention 
of what “‘lessons’’ the VVA thinks were 
learned in Vietnam. Most likely, few of 
those contributing through the CFC know 
much about the VVA. 

Money obtained through the CFC has 
finally given the VVA a solid, recurring 
revenue base from which to allocate pro- 
gram funds. Inclusion in the CFC has prob- 
ably done as much as anything to ensure the 
VVA’s survival. 

Where has all this money gone and what 
has it done for Vietnam veterans? A look at 
VVA expenditures through April 1982 
gives some indication. Expenditures are 
listed under three general categories: fund- 
raising, management and program services. 
The money spent on program services has 
been used mostly to build membership and 
the infrastructure to hold that membership 
together. 

How is this program service money being 
eaten up? 

Some of it supports the preparation of 
testimony for Congressional hearings. 
VVA has in the past testified before various 
Congressional committees such as budget, 
commerce and veterans. In 1982 the VVA 
testified mostly on veterans’ employment. 


Bobby Muller polishes his campaign speech 
to delegates in hotel lobby before November 
°83 VVA board of directors election. Muller 
won by a landslide but some of his cohorts 
did not fare so well. Photo: Tony Bliss 


The VVA lists their legislative lobbying 
campaign as one of their strongest accom- 
plishments. But there are many, including 
officials of the Veterans Administration, 
Small Business Administration, American 
Legion and VFW who say privately that 
VVA lobbying has actually been counter- 
productive for the Vietnam vet because of 
the almost antigovernment advocacy 
approach taken by the VVA. 

Much of the VVA resources go into chap- 
ter support: sending out the how-to-form-a- 
chapter package, shepherding the charter- 
ing process, mailing membership cards, and 


sending out newsletters. Rick Weidman, 
the VVA membership services director, is 
chiefly responsible for chapter liaison. It is 
also his responsibility to let the chapters 
know what the VVA position is on upcom- 
ing legislation so members can write their 
legislators. 

The VVA also supports a toll-free hotline 
to provide information on Agent Orange, 
post-traumatic stress disorder and the VVA 
organization itself. 

Focusing media attention on the VVA 
and veterans’ issues is another prime con- 
cem of the VVA national. The publicity 
generated by the Hanoi trips is a case in 
point. ‘‘It didn’t harm us at all,’’ says John 
Terzano, VVA vice-president. ‘‘If anything 
it helped us because it got our name out 
across the country a little bit more.”’ 

But publicity is a double-edged sword. 
When Bobby Muller appears on the Today 
or Donahue shows, as many as 4- to 5,000 
letters are received, he claims. “‘The de- 
mand that puts on you in trying to be respon- 
sive is not even begun to be offset by the 
maybe $2,000 in contributions from the 
public,’’ Muller says. ‘‘We-simply cannot 
handle the volume of mail, inquiries, calls 
and walk-ins. We are really besieged.” 
Those are the burdens, Muller points out, 
that don’t advance the growth of the VVA 
but which “‘come with the territory.’ 

The lack of services provided to members 
entangled the VVA in another dispute — 
this time with a government agency. On 13 
August 1981 the Veterans Administration 
granted formal recognition to the VVA as a 
service organization. Yet it wasn’t until 
January 1983 that the VVA finally began to 
put together a service program. 

Recognition of an organization by the VA 
is solely for the purpose of allowing it to 
have its accredited representatives represent 
VA claimants before the VA for benefits. 
The requirements are trained personnel, a 
plan for organizing a claims service and a 
sound financial footing to be able to carry 
out that plan. Muller readily admits the 
VVA was not in a position to implement a 
claims service when it was accredited. 
“The accreditation was essentially a politic- 
al move,”’ he says. The VA wanted to see 
VVA accredited to show that the VA was 
working for veterans and they ‘‘moved on 
our accreditation within half an hour.’ 

‘The process of perfecting the applica- 
tion was simply a minor technicality,’’ Mul- 
ler says, despite the fact that it took “18 
months to complete. Part of that applica- 
tion, a financial statement, claimed that the 
VVA was “‘on solid ground financially’ 
and projected ‘‘a minimum commitment 
over the next 12 months of $50,000 toward 
a claims-service program.’’ Muller now 
admits the statement ‘‘made the organiza- 
tion look better than it would have under a 
strict analysis of the financial statement that 
at that point we didn’t even have,’ since, he 
says, the VA only wanted a general state- 
ment and an estimated projection. 

The VA recognized it would take about a 
year for the VVA to train representatives 
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and bring the program on line; however, the 
VA fully expected to. be kept abreast of 
VVA progress. On at least two occasions in 
the fall of 1981 VA officers asked for prog- 
ress reports but VVA response was negligi- 
ble. A formal letter, dated 25 January 1982, 
from the VA Assistant General Counsel to 
the VVA, also went unanswered. Finally, in 
June 1982, the VA received a general prog- 
ress report, indicating the VVA was setting 
up a program to train service officers at the 
National Veterans Law Center (NVLC), a 
public-interest law firm in Washington, 
D.C. But the VVA response lacked specific 
details requested by the VA. 

In late summer the VA sent out another 
letter, giving the VVA 30 days to forward 
these details. It too went unanswered. A 
meeting set up by the VVA betwen Muller 
and the VA for the last week in September 
was canceled by the VVA. 

Not until early 1983 did the VVA make 
any progress when it contracted with the 
NVLC to produce a VVA claims-service 
manual, which was completed and distri- 
buted in November. 

Presently, the VVA has authorized some 
people who are already accredited with the 
VA and working for a state veterans-affairs 
department to handle VVA claims. In Virgi- 
nia’s Department of War Veterans Claims, 
for example, at least 18 of the department’s 
claims officers are certified to handle claims 
for the VVA. In most cases these claims 
officers are not VVA members. The VVA is 
seeking to expand this approach to other 
states because VVA personnel are not ex- 
pected to be trained by the NVLC until later 
this year. 

In addition, the VVA has a limited capa- 
bility to handle claims through the NVLC, 
although, in most cases, claims will be res- 
tricted to delayed stress, discharge upgrad- 
ing, Agent Orange skin disorders, and con- 
testing VA claims of large overpayments. 

Though the VVA is now making progress 
in the area of claims representation, its early 
lack of cooperation with the VA illustrates 
the adversary/advocate approach to the gov- 
ernment that Muller and some of the nation- 
al leadership espouse. Critics of the VVA, 
both inside and outside the government, 
question the effectiveness of that approach. 

The VVA, however, was not originally 
designed to be service-oriented. Instead, it 
was formed to organize political clout to 


34 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


influence policies in Washington — and not 
only on issues relating directly to veterans. 

In 1977, Bobby Muller was working for 
the Eastern Chapter of the Paralyzed Veter- 
ans of America. In December of that year, 
he petitioned the Board for seed money to 
form a lobby organization on behalf of Viet- 
nam veterans. He was given $42,000 and, 
on 15 February 1978, the Vietnam Veteran 
Coalition was incorporated. On 9 June 1978 
the name of the organization was changed to 
the Council of Vietnam Veterans. Neither 
was a membership organization, nor were 
they ever envisioned as such, 

Muller’s advocacy campaign kicked off 
in Washington with an introductory article 
on the Op-Ed page of the Washington Post. 
From that introduction and dozens of subse- 
quent pieces in the Post over the next year, 
many doors were opened. Muller had access 
to the White House; he actively lobbied 
Congress; he was instrumental in bringing 
about the Vietnam Veterans in Congress 
Caucus and he appeared on most of the TV 
talk shows. 

But at the end of the year, says Muller, 
‘*Despite all the ink, all the coverage, we 
failed to realize even one single legislative 
victory.’” 


**...No 
membership cards, 
no charters, no 
receipts — all we 
got was a sham and 
a ride.”’ 


Muller realized that the only way to exert 
real influence in Washington was to build a 
membership organization. So the Council 
of Vietnam Veterans became the Vietnam 
Veterans of America on !5 June 1979. 

Initial funding was tough. A direct-mail 
approach was tried, but out of 25,000 mail- 
ings to proven contributors, 72 replies. came 
back. Fifty of those were from Vietnam 
vets. 

“‘T personally had the additional benefit 
of being in a wheelchair, being a sympathe- 
tic figure and, therefore, if anybody should 
have been able to turn the funding on, it 
should have been me. Frankly, it didn’t 
happen;”’ Muller said. 

Muller was introduced to Winston Lord, 
the president of the Council on Foreign Re- 
lations, and to McGeorge Bundy, then- 
president of the Ford Foundation. Muller 
raised his new campaign at a luncheon 
attended by many influential people from 
business, government and the press. The 
response was disappointing, but after much 
wrangling, Muller extracted a $25,000 
grant from the Ford Foundation. 

The grant was approved for a service 
project — a toll-free number offering an 


information package on Agent Orange. And 
when the Agent Orange information packets 
were sent out, a VVA application was in- 
cluded. ‘‘That is how we got our initial 
membership — on one issue: Agent 
Orange,’’ Muller acknowledges. 

Muller was loath to go to a membership 
organization because he realized his group 
would be judged on the basis of numbers. 
With the American Legion having 750,000 
Vietnam-era vets and the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars with almost 550,000, there was 
“‘no way to be near those guys in numbers.”’ 

He readily admits, ‘‘We really didn’t 
have the ability or desire to deal with the 
problems that attend a membership organi- 
zation when our focus was on trying to get 
something done specifically. 

‘‘We have been as haphazard and as 
screwed up as you can imagine. We lost 
membership applications. We didn’t re- 
spond to mailings. We didn’t service a lot of 
requests from our people because we did not 
have the capability to do so,’’ he says. 

The lack of responsibility to their own 
members who coughed up nine bucks was 
another source of bitterness against the 
VVA. For some, such as Marc Ward, a 
Marine veteran of Khe Sanh who now lives 
in Indiana, it was like throwing nine bucks 
into a void. Ward, like many other Vietnam 
veterans, was “‘looking for that umbrella 
organization that could draw us together on 
a national level.’’ When Muller was appear- 
ing on all the TV talk shows in late 1980 and 
early 1981, Ward was impressed. ‘*He real- 
ly came on strong,’’ Ward remembers. 

So Ward and other veterans in Indiana 
signed up with the VVA and formed chap- 
ters. By early 1982 there were eight chap- 
ters with about 850 members. Because there 
was no state-wide VVA organization, Ward 
was acting as an unofficial state director, 
trying to drum up members and form a net- 
work between chapters in hopes of moving 
toward a state convention and the election of 
directors. 

“We went for a long time with no mem- 
bership cards and no charters and we started 
to become skeptical,’’ he says. Ward claims 
he wrote Muller and the national offices 
numerous times and got ‘‘absolutely no re- 
sponse from him or any of the other guys. 
The only thing we got was more mem- 
bership applications.”’ 

Telephone calls elicited various excuses. 
Ward next sent national a registered letter so 
he could be sure his letters were getting 
through. National signed for the letter but 
still did not respond. Finally, in frustration, 
Ward sent in his letter of resignation in 
March 1982. 

“In essence we got nothing from them — 
absolutely nothing — no membership 
cards, no charters, no receipts — all we got 
was a sham and a ride.’’ 

Ward’s experience is far from unique. 
Max Taylor of Pampa, Texas, who organ- 
ized a VVA chapter, is another who had the 
same problems with national. Taylor’s 
group ultimately left the VVA and formed 
the Top of Texas Veterans Assoc. Art 
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McGowan, president of the Contra Costa 
VVA chapter in California, claimed the 
same problems: no accounting for money 
sent to national, no charter after a year and 
lack of response from national. That chapter 
also dissolved. 

There is a Catch-22 situation here. Muller 
repudiates some of these critics: ‘‘We’ve 
got a lot of guys who are representing them- 
selves as VVA chapter presidents. We 
wound up getting guys who were crazy, con 
artists or rip-offs.’’ Certainly there were a 
few, but the criticisms are too numerous to 
dismiss. However, when these prospective 
chapters were stonewalled by national and 
turned critical of the VVA, Muller could 
brand them imposters because they were 
never ‘‘officially’’ chartered VVA chap- 
ters. 

The VVA’s initial organizational snafu 
probably hurt their early growth as much as 
the leadership’s political stance. At one 
point when VVA coffers were benefiting 
from the Springsteen/Benatar/Daniels con- 
certs, Muller told Rolling Stone that a goal 
of 50,000 members by spring of 1982 and 
another 100,000 by the end of that year was 
realistic. 

But such was not to be. Muller, Terzano 
and Weidman all put the VVA enrollment at 
about 9,000 through the fall of 1982, the 
same figure they give for December 1981, 
the month of the first Hanoi trip. 

In other words, the VVA had not been 
growing — at least not until the fall of 1982 
when the gathering of Vietnam veterans 
attending the dedication of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C., 
gave all veterans’ organizations a 
tremendous boost. ‘‘That’s what made this 
organization,’’ says Muller, who now 
claims 17,000 members. 

Prior to 1983 there was a big turnover of 
members. In 1982, for example, the VVA 
sent out just under 8,000 renewal notices. 
About 2,700 renewed, the great majority 
being affiliated with chapters. The chapters 
— 116 by November 1983 — remain the 
foundation for future VVA growth. 

Though operating under the VVA con- 
stitution, the chapters have an enormous 
amount of autonomy. They are involved in 
their own community projects and social 
functions which give their members a sense 
of belonging and accomplishment. Some of 
these chapters are quite wealthy. ‘‘One of 
our chapters got a $175,000 grant out in 
Colorado,’’ Muller claims. 

The chapter leaders are elected, which 
until November 1983 contrasted with 
national, and those I interviewed were quick 
to distance themselves to a certain degree 
from national VVA policies. Frank Voll- 
mer, the president of the Western New York 
chapter, says, ‘‘Maybe we don’t go along 
with their statements, but we feel that there 
is a lot we want to do as a local chapter.’” 

Gary Beikirck, a Special Forces Medal of 
Honor winner who is president of the 
Rochester, N. Y., chapter and was chairman 
of the New York State VVA Council, feels 
the same way. Beikirck is one of a new 
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Although Tom Bird, here chatting with 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach in Hanoi, and other VVA national 
leaders continued to accept Hanoi party line 
during second trip to Vietnam, local 
chapters didn’t necessarily agree — as 
shown by Gary Beikirck, New York 
delegate in spring ’82 visit, who led 
memorial service for American dead and 
MIAs in Southeast Asia. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 


breed of upcoming VVA leaders — those 
elected and responsive to their membership. 
He has an MA in counseling and is an 
ordained Baptist minister who works as a 
high-school guidance counselor and as a 
volunteer counselor for the Veterans Out- 
reach Center formed in 1973. 

Within the 160-member Rochester chap- 
ter there is a great deal of diversity about the 
Vietnam experience. But, says Beikirck, 
what is ‘‘molding us together is a resur- 
gence of a tremendous amount of pride in 
the *Nam vet.”’ 

Gary Beikirck went to Vietnam on the 
second VVA trip, but he stresses that he 
went not as Muller’s representative, but as 
an elected leader who had been given a 
mandate by the New York State Council: 
‘‘What Bobby says is not necessarily the 
opinions of the Nam vets that I went over to 
represent.”’ 

It is a good thing for the VVA that 
Beikirck went to Vietnam, for when the 
group arrived in Saigon after visiting Hanoi, 
the Vietnamese had an agenda that included 
a trip to the “‘war-crimes museum.”’ 
Beikirck’s first thought was that he was in 
Vietnam representing veterans in his state. 
How would they feel if he went? His second 
reaction was, ‘Hey, I’m not a criminal and 
I have no desire to go and see a war-crimes 
museum because I don’t believe anything I 
did in Vietnam was a criminal action.”’ 

So Beikirck told Tom Bird, who was 
leading the delegation, ‘‘Tom, I’m not 
going.’ He then conferred with other dele- 


gation members individually and they con- 
curred with him. 

Instead, Beikirck held an outdoor memo- 
rial service for those Americans who died in 
Vietnam and those still listed as MIAs. 

The point is an important one because it 
illustrates the difference between the 
elected VVA leaders and those who had 
been handpicked by Muller to run the VVA 
nationally. 

In 1982 the Vietnam Veterans of America 
entered a transition phase as the elected 
membership put increasing pressure on 
Muller to allow for more input on a national 
level. This led to the formation of the state 
councils and a National Executive Advisory 
Committee made up of the elected heads of 
the state councils. This committee and the 
state councils had only advisory powers, but 
were able to make some inroads into taming 
national. The resignation of Tom Bird as 
VVA president is a case in point. 

Immediately after returning from the 
second Vietnam trip, Bird’s POW story was 
exposed as a lie. When Muller put the issue 
before the N.Y. State Council, they advised 
that Bird resign his VVA position. Muller 
did not want Bird to go and planned to 
convene the full Executive Advisory Com- 
mittee, but before that could happen Bird 
stepped down. 

Muller’s visions for the Vietnam Veter- 
ans of America, however, extend far 
beyond helping what VVA calls ‘‘the 
2,800,000 American immigrants from Viet- 
nam.’” Muller would like to see the VVA 
speak out on issues like the draft, the de- 
fense establishment and U.S. foreign policy 
in areas such as El Salvador. Muller says 
that the first VVA move that can be ‘‘attri- 
buted to political persuasions is our willing- 
hess to approach the Vietnamese.”’ 

In The Wounded Generation, he was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘The activists in the Viet- 


Continued on page 96 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 35 


Reunion for Special Warriors 


SOAR VII 


by J.C. Pollock 


N 9 December 1983, in a convention 

room on the second floor of Maxim’s 
Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, Nev., a 
group that would total approximately 150 
men began to gather for the three-day 
annual reunion of the Special Operations 
Association. 

On the floor below them, hundreds of 
other men, hunched over green felt tables or 
perched on stools before slot machines, 
noisily wagered their money on games of 
chance. The men bathed in the soft light on 
the casino floor were gamblers with a fever 
to win and a fear of losing. 

The men gathering in the convention 
room on the floor above were gamblers of a 
different sort. They had gambled their lives 
on the frozen, barren ground of Korea and in 
the hot, steaming jungles of Southeast Asia. 
Theirs had not been a game of chance, but a 
game of skill and courage against a cunning 
and resourceful enemy. They had wagered 
their lives, not their paychecks; and they 
had done it not for the hope of material gain, 
but for Duty, Honor, Country. 

The Special Operations Association is a 
fraternal organization of men who served in 
combat with the Special Operations Group 
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in Southeast Asia, but also includes some 
illustrious members from other special op- 
erations units of the Korean War and World 
War II. U.S. Army Special Forces, Navy 
SEALs, and Marine Corps Force Recon, 
veterans of the Vietnam War, make up the 
majority of the membership, supplemented 
by various support units from other bran- 
ches of the service. They are men with a 
special place in history, men who partici- 
pated in a shadowy, secret and always dead- 
ly side of the war — a side still fully known 
only to those who fought it. 

They had traveled from all over the world 
to be with friends — some not seen in many 
years, or last seen in Vietnam under far less 
comfortable and secure conditions than the 
luxury of a resort hotel. And, as the now 
mostly middle-age warriors drifted in, 
arriving alone in most cases, there were 
tentative nods of heads in vague ac- 
knowledgment from those already in the 
room, then hardy handshakes, and often 
heartfelt embraces at the moment of recog- 
nition of old comrades. 

The reunion had begun. For many it was 


LEFT: SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown presents Honorary Col. Martha 
““Maggie’’ Raye with a $1,000 check for 
SOA Scholarship Fund at the SOAR VII in 
Las Vegas. 


BELOW: ‘Special warriors’’ gather in Las 
Vegas. From left to right: Clyde Sincere, 
past president of SOA; SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K.Brown; Gen. 
Robert C. Kingston, commanding general of 
U.S. Army Central Command, McDill AFB, 
Tampa, Fla.; and Col. Chuck Allen, 
director of Center for POW/MIA 
Accountability and publisher of National 
Vietnam Veterans Review. 


their first, and for them as well as those who 
had been able to attend some of the six 
previous gatherings, it was a time to renew 
their friendships, relive harrowing experi- 
ences and fondly remember those who nev- 
er came home. It was a reaffirmation of 
what they had been and would always be, 
and what they would proudly carry with 
them for the rest of their lives — and that 
they were indeed special. 

With the room almost full and the initial 
greetings over, the milling crowd formed 
into small groups that had served under the 
same command or on the same recon teams. 
Together they had shared the pride of 
accomplishment of successful missions, 
and together suffered the loss of friends and 
battles. And many had suffered the frustra- 
tion of not being allowed to win when they 
knew victory was within their grasp — and 
further suffered the ultimate humiliation 
upon returning home when they were deni- 
grated by a purposely misinformed civilian 
population who understood nothing of the 
sacrifices they had made for their country. 

These were men who had served multiple 
combat tours in Vietnam and were highly 
decorated, and there were the inevitable war 
stories — some that would raise the hair on 
the back of your neck. Some were elabor- 
ately embellished, but not to enhance the 
status or courage of the teller (there was no 
need for that; these men had nothing to 
prove), but rather to add humor to frighten- 
ing experiences that were only funny in 
retrospect, not when the sheer terror of the 
missions was still fresh in their minds. 

A former Green Beret captain and a Navy 
SEAL reminisced about a joint mission 


MISSING AUTHOR 


J.C. Pollock is known to SOF readers 
as the author of the best-selling novel, 
Mission: M.I.A, the story of former 
Green Berets who attempt to rescue 
American prisoners of war left in South- 
east Asia (seé In Review, SOF, March 
*82). When asked by SOF to cover the 
Special Operations Association Reun- 
ion, Pollock protested, “Tm a novelist... 
not a reporter. I can’t do it." 

He reluctantly agreed to give it a try, 
however, and decided to describe what it 
was about these men that made him: want 
to write about them in Mission:.M.LA. 
and his new book, Centrifuge, another 
military adventure thriller about.a fight 
to the death between a team of ex-SOG 
soldiers and an elite Russian military 
team. (Look for a review of Centrifuge 
in an upcoming SOF.) To show that his 
commitment to the cause of freedom is 
more than words in best-selling novels, 
Pollock has generously donated_his fee 
for this article to the SiR idew Free- 
dom Fighters Fund. ‘ 

Pollock, who lives in Charlottesville, 
Va., is a member of Special Operations 
Association (SOA): and. Special: Porees, 
Association. 
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LARRY THORNE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


by Jim Butler, Secretary 
Special Operations Association 


The Special Operations Association 
Scholarship Fund was formed in mem- 
ory of Maj. Larry A. Thorne (Lauri Tor- 
ni), the Special Operation’s first listed 
Missing-In-Action casualty. The first 
scholarship was awarded in 1983 to Ben- 
Jamin $. Redman of Norwalk, Iowa, the 
son of Darrell Redman, who was 
assigned to CCC, MACVSOG. The 
scholarship is restricted to the children 
of former SOG members. 

Maj. Larry A. Thorne, Headquarters 
MACY Studies and Observations 
Group, was born on 28 May 1919 in 
Finland. He enlisted in the Finnish Army 
at the age of 19 and served with incredi- 
ble distinction. During World War Il and 
the attempted Russian annexation of 
Finland, Thorne earned every award of 
valor that Finland had, including two 
Mannierheim Crosses, the equivalent of 
the American Medal of Honor. 

As-a member of Special Battalion 4, 
Thorne led parties of four to 10 men, 
penetrating as far as 200 miles behind 
Russian lines, being inserted by para- 
chute, amphibious vehicles or skis.’ In 
one of his most dangerous adventures, 
he spent six months with 60 men behind 
Russian lines, attacking communication 
systems and ammunition dumps. On one 
operation, he led his unit 12 miles be- 
hind Russian lines, where he engaged 
and completely demolished a 300-man 
Russian element without suffering a 
single casualty. 

When the overwhelming odds and 
sheer numbers of the Russians. forced. 
Finland to capitulate, then-Capt. Thome 
organized an: underground army and 
waged a guerrilla war so devastating that 
the Russians offered a $75,000 reward 
for his capture, dead or alive. 

Later, Thorne sought German help in 
combating the Russian takeover of Fin- 
land, Germany: trained Thorne ‘at its 
School for Sabotage and Guerrilla War- 
fare in January 1945. He was scheduled 
to return to Finland after completing the 
course, but the Germans could not'pro- 
vide transportation. 

Thorne, unable to return to Finland, 
did the next best thing. He joined a group 
of Germans on the Eastern Front. This 
group continued fighting for three days 


after Germany's surrender. The German 


Marines stopped fighting and surren- 
dered to elements of the 17th Airborne 
Division. As the prisoners were marched 
back through the British zone, Thorne 


was recognized by Bnitish Intelligence 


and imprisoned to appease the Russians. 


Thorne See less than, ‘one month 
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after his capture and.covered the 200 
miles to the Danish border on foot, be- 
fore making his way back to his home- 
land. 

Reaching Finland in August 1945, his 
joyous homecoming was interrupted by 
the Russians again. They coerced the 
Finnish government into arresting him 
for his wartime activities and he was 
again imprisoned. He escaped twice and 
was recaptured, but his third attempt was 
successful and he escaped to Sweden. 

He left Sweden as a crewman on a 
ship. to Venezuela, remained there for 
six months, and:then, because he wanted 
to fight communism, made his way. to 
the United States where he tried to enlist 
in the U.S. Army. He contacted a friend 
of his in New York City, who was a 
former Finnish diplomat:, His fellow 
countryman arranged for him to stay in 
America while Congress considered his 
application for U.S. citizenship. 

On the day Thorne received his 
citizenship papers, 28 January 1954, he 


enlisted in the U.S. Army for six years. 


He took basic training at Ft; Dix, N.I., 
and was a mountain-climbing and win- 
ter-warfare instructor at Ft. Carson, 


Cold., before being assigned to the 77th 


Special Forces Group at Ft. Bragg, 
N.C, in late 1954. 

He was commissioned as a first 
lieutenant in’ the fall of 1956 and was 
assigned to the. 10th SF Group from 
1958-1962. ~ 

Thorne was an expert boxer, skier and 
mountain climber. He became the first 
American to graduate from the Italian 
Carabinieri Mountaineering Schoo! and 
commanded the Special Operations 
team that recovered the bodies of three 
Araericans lost in a plane crash in Iran's. 
highest mountains in 1962. 

He returned to Ft. Bragg in 1963 and 
was assigned to the 7th SF Group, but 
went: under the Operational Control of 
Combined Studies Group, the parent of 
SOG. His valor earned him a Bronze 
Star and a Purple Heart. As soon as he 
returned home he requested to be reas- 
signed to Vietnam and was assigned to 
Headquarters, Military Assistance Com- 
mand Vietnam Studies and Observations 
Group. This extraordinary fighting man, 
who spent 28 years of his life fighting 
Oppression, continuously volunteered 
for the most hazardous missions with 
SOG. It was while he was ‘on one such 
mission near Kham Duc that Maj. Larry 
A. Thorne disappeared and was reported 
Missing-In-Action on 18 October 1965. 

It is in Thorne’s memory that the Spe- 
cial Operations Association (the survi- 
yors of MACVSOQOG and other related 
units) proudly dedicate this scholarship 
fund. SOF is proud to be able to contrib- 
ute to.a cause that honors an American 
hero and MIA, and heips a deserving 
youth get an education, 


deep into North Vietnam to locate an under- 
water bridge. They inadvertently had run 
into a regiment of NVA troops and had 
spent 14 hours in the water before escaping 
with their lives. The laughter came easily 
with the description of their appearance 
when they finally made it back to the SOG 
compound at Da Nang: ‘‘When we stripped 
off our wet clothes, our skin was so wrink- 
ted that we looked like giant prunes.’’ 

There was a chorus of laughter in re- 
sponse to further recollections of the mis- 
sion, and to details of other stories that 
flowed more smoothly as drinks were refil- 
led and the men relaxed and settled in to 
once again share and enjoy the camaraderie 
found among those with common experi- 
ences and backgrounds. 

But there was occasionally something 
different about the laughter brought on by 
the stories being told. Subtle nuances: a 
distant look or a change in the timbre of the 
voice. Things not apparent to the casual 
observer or the uninitiated. If you listened 
carefully and watched closely, there were 
momentary pauses — a searing flash of pain 
or sorrow that transcended the laughter, 
seen for only an instant on the faces as one 
story brought recollections of another mis- 
sion, one that had not ended well. One that 
reminded those in the group that friends had 
been killed, or entire recon teams had 
vanished without a trace. The pain and the 
sorrow went unspoken, but they were there, 
visible for barely a second, just behind the 
eyes, rising from the dark chambers of the 
subconscious where we store the things we 
know are best not thought about too often. 
The stories continued, but each man for a 
brief moment had felt the presence of 
friends they had lost and would never see 
again. 

There were stories of a less serious na- 
ture: of R&R in Bangkok, Hong Kong and 
Tokyo; of parties in SOG safe houses where 
the men would relax and unwind during 
stand-down time to relieve the stress of mis- 
sions; of parties that would make the de- 
baucheries of Roman emperors seem like 
church socials, 

And knowledgeable men of experience 
spoke of the current situations in the world: 
how the same misguided, incompetent 
politicians were using half-way measures to 
lead us back into another quagmire that had 
the familiar stench of the lies and betrayal 
that had led to ‘‘peace with honor.”’ 

A former Force Recon Marine from Con- 
necticut had an important reason for attend- 
ing the reunion. It was his first. He had 
traveled across the country to ‘‘fill in the 
gaps,’’ he told me. He had spent two tours 
in Vietnam, running recon missions, and he 
wanted to talk to other Force Recon people 
who could help him put it all in perspective: 
the significance of what he had done; what 
had happened to former comrades with 
whom he had lost touch and some justifica- 
tion for the sacrifices he and his friends had 
made. 
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BURMA’S GOLDEN 


TRIANGLE 


Warlords, Spooks, Narcs, Mercenaries & 


This is the second in a three-part series on 
the situation in Burma as it has evolved 
since WWII, and the struggles of the Karen, 
Shan and Kachin tribesmen to gain some 
measure of self-government from the re- 
pressive Burmese government. In last 
month’s issue, Seagrave described the 
plight of the dauntless Karen tribesmen, 
who, with the friendly Mons, occupy and 
control de facto the Republic of Kaw- 
thoolei, the southern tail of Burma from 
Moulmein south to the Thai border. The 
conclusion will deal with the Kachins and 
the OSS during WWII. The Kachins occupy 
northern Burma. 

The Shans, the subject of this article, for 
centuries have controlled the eastern plateau 
of Burma, best known to the world as the 
Golden Triangle, the richest opium- 
producing region in the world. 


T comes as something of a surprise these 

days to find a war which doesn’t pit a 
“‘liberation front’’ against the ‘‘imperial- 
ists.’’ For those of us who feel a certain 
twinge of nostalgia for the old-fashioned 
battle between good and evil, I offer the 
opium warlords of the Golden Triangle. To 
be sure, this is the same war, in the same 
place, that raged 30 years ago — when Air 
America was still called CAT, and its pilots, 
like ‘‘Earthquake McGoon,”’ all seemed to 
be characters from the comic strip, ‘“Terry 
and the Pirates.”’ 

During the Indochina War, the CIA and 
four European secret services maintained 
electronic listening posts in the same village 
(called ‘‘Little Switzerland’’) in the peaks 
of the Burmese panhandle, where the bor- 
ders of China, Laos, Thailand and Burma 
come together. This is the heart of the Gold- 
en Triangle, the richest opium-producing 
region on earth. From Little Switzerland, 
they could monitor what was going on 
across an arc from Hanoi to Kunming. 

Periodically, teams of CIA agents or 
saboteurs would be dropped into China’s 
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Missionaries in Poppyland 


by Sterling Seagrave 
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Yunnan Province to supplement the ordi- 
nary spy missions flown out of Guam, 
Taiwan and the Philippines. When their 
planes were shot down by the Chinese, 
black-operations experts from Ban Houei 
Sai in Laos would go up the Mekong in 
dugout canoes to retrieve the pilots or their 
bodies and bring them out through Little 
Switzerland. 

From the Eisenhower administration to 
the Nixon administration, the CIA main- 
tained small teams of Chinese Nationalist 
— or Kuomintang (KMT) — agents 
throughout the Triangle in an effort to keep 
tabs on Chinese Communist troop move- 
ments across the border. This might have 
looked good on paper in Washington, but in 
practice it was a waste of time and money. 
The intelligence that came out of the KMT 
was notoriously unreliable. Gen. Li, chief 
broker and overlord of the KMT opium 
armies, once confided to me over dinner in 
Chiangmai, Thailand, that the KMT ‘‘just 


ABOVE: Shan State Army troops train 
constantly. 


LEFT: Equipment upgraded to modern 
standards helps Shans fight in their native 
environment. 


told them what they wanted to hear.’’ But 
the CIA seemed committed to the principle 
that bad intelligence was better than none at 
all. 

To the uninitiated — in fact to anyone 
without a score card — it was impossible to 
keep track of what was really happening in 
the Triangle. People were getting murdered 
left and right; spies were vanishing without 
a trace; warlords were rampaging through 
the opium villages, helping themselves to 
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ABOVE: Shadowy Shan patrol moves in file 
behind Bren gunner. 


the local Shan girls; there was some kind of 
civil war going on with so many ‘‘rebel 
armies”’ that it was like alphabet soup; and 
an awesome quantity of opium was being 
turned into heroin in jungle laboratories and 
then into gold on the streets of New York. 

Now, decades later, the only thing that 
has changed on the surface is that the CIA 
has been succeeded in the Triangle by the 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) and 
other of its incarnations. Only the initials 
have changed. The same civil war is still 
being fought between the mountain Shans 
and the lowland Burmans. People are still 
getting clubbed to death with teak 
bludgeons to save ammunition. U.S. chop- 
pers are still clattering over the rain-forest 
canopy — six presidents after Eisenhower 
— although now they’re flown by Burmese 
pilots. Hill-pony pack trains of raw opium 
are still being swum across the Salween 
River to reach processing plants along the 
Thai border. 

Many of the drug warlords are new faces; 
but they are all, without exception, ethnic 
Chinese, and always have been. They mas- 
querade as ‘‘Shan freedom fighters’’ or 
“*Shan rebels,’’ in order to give themselves 
legitimacy as local] patriots. But the closest 
they come to being Shan is that several of 
them are Chinese born inside the Shan 
State. They have nothing to do with the real 
Shan rebels, who are members of the Shan 
State Army (SSA). But by posing as 
nationalists, the opium warlords have given 


a bad name to everything that goes on in the 
Shan State, creating a public-relations 
obstacle that the real anti-communist free- 
dom fighters have never been able to over- 
come. 

The people who are fooled by this patri- 
otic pose are foreign journalists or Amer- 
ican officials who then propagate the misin- 
formation through the mass media and gov- 
ernment reports. As a result, the legitimate 
cause of the Shans gets obscured and 
tainted. 

The Shans are an ancient people, from 
whom the people of Thailand are de- 
scended. Their culture goes back 2,000 
years to a civilization centered on Lake Tali 
in the eastern foothills of the Himalayas. 
They were forced out by pressure from the 
Han Chinese and spread south. Those who 
lingered in the soft green hills of the Golden 
Triangle created a loosely linked confedera- 
tion of sawbwas (princes) who defended 
their territory successfully against the low- 
land Burmese for over a millenium. The 
conquering British found them there and 
gave them the name ‘‘Lords of the Sun- 
rise.”’ 

Unfortunately, when the British pulled 
out of Burma after World War I, they 
turned over governmental authority exclu- 
sively to the lowland Burmese, without 
adequate safeguards for minority groups 
like the Shans. The Burmans bullied the 
minorities until, one by one, they all went 
into rebellion. 

The Shans rebelled in 1958, and have 
been fighting the Burmese now for 26 years. 
They have carefully avoided having their 
rebellion taken over by any communist 
movement. But the Shans have never been 
able to get any encouragement from the 
United States. The reason is simple: 
Although the real Shan rebels refuse to deal 
in opium, and rely on the local population 
for 90 percent of their support, they con- 
tinue to be confused in Western eyes with 
the ethnic-Chinese opium smugglers. 

There have been some interesting 
changes over these 26 years. The original 
Nationalist Chinese opium generals that we 
used to hear about have grown old or died. 
Their kids have finished college in the 
States. And their notorious ‘‘opium 
armies’’ have broken up into rival factions. 

The regional equation has changed subtly 
also, far below the surface. China today is 
not the same China it was during the Viet- 
nam War. Burma is at last shaking itself out 
of a long coma. And thanks to the fantastic 
rise in the use of cocaine imported from 
Latin America, Asian heroin is no longer 
exclusively the drug of choice. In other 
words, the background circumstances are 
changing rapidly, and the warlords may 
soon be left behind. 

What I always found missing in reports 
about drug dealings in the Triangle was a 
cast of characters. It would have been so 
much easier to understand Who-Struck- 
John in this little corner of paradise if you 
could keep the warlords straight. The news- 
papers never offered more than a one-line 
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description of each bandit, usually inaccu- 
rate at that. So, after all these years, I de- 
cided to prepare one myself, drawn from 
many long sessions of drinking Mekong 
whisky with the characters involved. As the 
running battles continue along the Thai bor- 
der, we can all keep track. And we can tick 
off the big names as they are gunned down. 
These are, after all, the last of the great 
Chinese bandits on earth. They have been 
an institution. We have to mark their pas- 
sing carefully. 

A quick chronological look at them also 
provides a thumbnail history of Opium 
Country. 
© GEN. LI MI — When the Chinese Com- 
munists took over in 1949, remnants of 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s KMT 
armies fled into Burma under the command 
of Gen. Li Mi. They seized control of the 
rich opium fields of the Triangle, where 
they were supported by Taiwan and the CIA 
for many years. Flights of B-26s kept them 


in regular touch with Taipei, and the CIA. 
provided weapons and aircraft, plus so- 


phisticated communications gear. 

But Gen. Li Mi soon discovered that raid- 
ing the communists across the border was 
difficult and unproductive. Instead, he set- 
tled-into a new role as the opium kingpin of 
the Triangle. Through Chinese merchants in 

* the Bangkok underworld, KMT generals 
moved tons of opium out of the Triangle, 
and processed it into Number Three and 
Number Four heroin at plants on the border. 
Their powerful Chinese buyers in Bangkok 
then injected it into ‘world markets. 

As Li Mi grew older, he was reassigned 
in the ’60s to a high government post in 
Taiwan, where he continued to supervise 
KMT affairs in the Triangle. He was direct- 
ly responsible to the Generalissimo’s son, 
Gen. Chiang Ching-kuo, who is now presi- 
dent of Taiwan. In the field, Li Mi was 
replaced by two of his senior officers, Gens. 
Li and Tuan. 
© GEN. LI WEN-HUAN — Chief broker 
and overlord of the KMT opium armies, 
Gen. Li was a fine-looking patrician who 
could have been successful heading an in- 
ternational conglomerate — which, in fact, 
is what he was doing. His appearance and 
demeanor were flawless; he wore beautiful- 
ly tailored suits and was impeccably 
groomed and well-spoken. He struck me as 
a remarkably intelligent business executive 
with refined tastes. 

He had a heavily guarded mansion in 
Chiangmai and other mansions elsewhere in 
the Thai kingdom. His sons and daughters 
were all attending good schools in the 
United States and Europe. The first time I 
had dinner with him at one of his safe houses 
in Chiangmai, my car was halted by a knot 
of armed guards, while others flitted like 
rhesus monkeys around the rooftops. The 
food was Hunanese and sublime by any 
standard. 

I recall that he explained the changing 
situation inside China in rather poignant 
terms. He said that, early on, his soldiers 
had been sent on a mission back to their 
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native villages in Yunnan Province, expect- 
ing to rally the peasants in an uprising 
against the communist cadres that had taken 
over administration of the countryside. 

““Our own people told us to get out,’’ Li 
said. ‘‘They did not want us to bring down 
the wrath of the cadres, and they said they 
were a lot happier and better off now than 
when we were in power. It came as quite a 
shock. Since then, we have not gone back. 
We say we go, because it is expected of us, 
but we do not.’’ This was why they con- 
cocted their intelligence reports for CIA 
consumption, he said. 


J 


ABOVE: Chang Chi-fu, better known in 
Asia by his Shan name of Khun Sa, is 
currently considered the most powerful 
opium warlord in Golden Triangle. 


LEFT: Photographer hid eight hours in a 
tree to get this photograph of Lo 
Hsing-han’s opium carayan. 


@ GEN. TUAN HSI-WEN — While Gen. 
Li brokered the opium and heroin from the 
Triangle, field operations were headed by 
Gen. Tuan. He was a sad-faced man with a 
balding, almond-shaped head, who seemed 
to be content only when he was directing his 
troops. For two decades, he was able to 
move around northeast Burma by air like a 
hummingbird, drawing the nectar out of the 
poppy. 

Iremember, when my father died in north 
Burma in 1965, and 26,000 people came on 
foot and by ox cart to the old American 
doctor’s funeral, how Gen. Tuan suddenly 
appeared on the doorstep to pay his re- 
spects. He came just a few minutes after the 
Burmese Army officers and a few minutes 
before the Chinese communist delegation. 
While we sat on the couch and talked, I 
wondered precisely how he had got there so 
easily from his base in Thailand. 

The KMT had a lot of bases in Burma till 
the Burmese Army teamed up with the Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army to force them out. 
The CIA staged a well-publicized airlift to 
remove the KMT soldiers to Taiwan, but 
only the old men actually left. The young 
ones stayed and Tuan built a new headquar- 
ters on the mountain above Fang, near 
Chiangmai. He died there of old age and a 
weak heart in 1980. 

As warlords go, Tuan was arich man, but 
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not a happy one. He will be remembered a 
long time by the Shan farmers who were 
badly treated by his soldiers. But there are 
those who liked and respected him a lot. 
Among his admirers were the lesser Chinese 
warlords who owed their survival and 
prosperity to him and Gen. Li: Moh Heng, 
the one-armed bandit, who now commands 
about 400 of Tuan’s soldiers in Kengtung 
State, and my old friend Prince Jimmy 
Yang, whose fabulous family opium hold- 
ings in Kokang State have been taken over 
by the communists. 

In a way, all the opium warlords, big and 
small, were at one time or another Tuan’s 
lieutenants. When Tuan died, they took 
command of his troop remnants, and now 


en. 
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operate as small, rival bands, buying, trans- 
porting and processing the candy. 

@ LO HSING-HAN — The chief competi- 
tion for the KMT generals for many years 
was a powerful Chinese merchant named Lo 
Hsing-han, based in Lashio on the Burma 
Road. His clan had a strong political and 
economic base in a bus and trucking busi- 
ness at Lashio. This was quite a feat of free 
enterprise under the strict socialist military 
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dictatorship in Burma. The Burmese regime 
seemed to tolerate Lo because he was the 
closest thing to a rising political star in the 
Shan Hills. He was not one of the idealistic 
young rebels out fighting in the rain forest 
for the cause of Shan independence or self- 
rule. But he was potent politically in the 
manner of a ward boss. 

He was also a smart and agreeable man, 
with a quick wit and the kind of charisma 
that made him effective with his men and 
popular with a lot of the Shan hill people. 
He had free access to the road network, and 
was able to move caravans of opium and 
heroin by truck to Burma-Thai border towns 
such as Mai Sai and Tachilek. In that wild 
frontier region, he provided something of a 
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ABOVE: Shan State troops constantly 
patrol Burmese jungles. 


LEFT: Mk.4 Enfield does the job in the 
80s as it did in the "40s. 


counterbalance to the KMT generals, and 
was also a check against the Burmese Com- 
munist Party (BCP), which was trying 
aggressively to establish itself in the hills. 

But Lo also had many jealous enemies in 
Rangoon and Bangkok — people who 
wanted to take over his business, or who 
resented his competition. They began to 
pass the word that Lo was the biggest heroin 
broker in the Triangle, which simply was 
not true. That honor actually belonged to 
Gen. Li Wen-huan’s Bangkok connection, 
who lived not far from the U.S. ambassa- 
dor. Nevertheless, Washington chose to be- 
lieve the misinformation. 

Several Congressmen on the House Sub- 
committee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, 
who were making a career out of the heroin 
issue, mounted a campaign to bring about 
Lo’s downfall. It was unfortunate in a way, 
because Lo was really not the man to go 
after if Congress wanted to turn the heroin 
tide. But the Congressmen and DEA were 
looking for a scapegoat. They did not want 
to stir up a hornet’s nest by going after the 
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ABOVE: Some guard as others wash at 
Shan outpost. 


real kingpins. They seldom do. 

As the only truly valuable, exportable 
commodity produced in the Shan State, it 
was inevitable that Shan farmers in the 
midst of a civil war would rather grow 
opium than coffee beans. They saw nothing 
wrong. Most of them had never heard of 
New York or Marseilles, and as far as they 
were concemmed, opium was strictly a local 
trade that brought in only a modest income. 
No Shan peasant farmer ever got rich off 
opium. 

The big money was made in Los Angeles, 
Bangkok, Hong Kong and Amsterdam. So 
far as profits were concerned, the buck stop- 
ped at Chiangmai. From the viewpoint of 
the opium generals, if the drug caused grief 
when it was converted into heroin and sold 
on the streets of Manhattan, that was acrime 
perpetrated by U.S. drug merchants, not by 
the people of the Shan hills. If Americans 
wanted to get upset about it, they argued, 
they should nail their own pushers before 
they started throwing their weight around in 
the Triangle. 

With this whimsical attitude in mind, Lo 
good-naturedly announced that he would be 
happy to sell all his opium to the U.S. narcs 
to keep it out of illicit channels. It was all the 
same to him; he didn’t care who bought it. 

Instead of pursuing pushers at home, 
U.S. narcotics agents and Thai border 
police ambushed Lo as he crossed the Thai 
border with 200 heavily armed men near the 
sleepy little town of Mae Hong Son on 17 
July 1973. After being beaten badly enough 
to leave his face looking like a rugby ball, he 
was turned over to the Burmese military 
regime for trial and probable execution. 
Eventually, Lo was sentenced to death and 
Rangoon confiscated all his family hold- 
ings. Then, to everyone’s surprise, after 
keeping him in jail for eight years, the Bur- 
mese let him go in a general amnesty in June 
1980. 

He was allowed to return to Lashio, to 
form a new, heavily armed homeguard 
force in support of the Burmese Army, to 
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restart his bus and trucking business, and to 
resume his career as a leading political fig- 
ure of the Shan State. 

The only reasonable conclusion was that 
the Burmese had regretted his arrest in Thai- 
land, but were embarrassed into carrying 
through with his trial and conviction. Bur- 
ma and Thailand receive $10 million U.S. 


- The first. came as he and his: men: were. 


eo brewin teaat the. base camp ‘the: had set. 
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dollars a year from Washington to under- 
write what is supposed to be an opium- 
suppression program. Burma uses its share, 
including Huey helicopters, not to suppress 
opium trafficking, but rather to suppress the 
idealistic rebel forces of all the ethnic 
minorities (see ‘‘Karen Rebels in Burma,’ 

SOF, March all It would be foolish to 


throw away such a freebie. Lo Hsing-han 
was punished as a gesture to Washington, 
pure and simple. 

When the Burmans let him go, and 
helped him get back on his feet in style, it 
was to make use of him once more as a lever 
against the Burmese Communist Party, and 
against the new heirs to the KMT opium 
generals. In effect, they put Lo Hsing-han 
back into the opium business, following the 
old adage that you seta thief to catch a thief. 
® CHANG CHI-FU — Currently consid- 
ered the most potent and infamous opium 
warlord in the Golden Triangle, 50-year-old 
Chang Chi-fu is also known by the Shan 
name Khun Sa. He was born in Mong Yai, 
southeast of Lashio, Shan State, the son of a 
Chinese village headman in the opium cen- 
ter of Loi Maw. His mother, with whom he 
was close, evidently vanished under mys- 
terious circumstances when he was a boy, 
and he was raised by a relative. 

Each time the KMT opium armies came 
to Loi Maw to buy poppy tar, it was custom- 
ary to dragoon young village boys to serve 
as porters. Each porter had an 80-pound 
pack of opium chained to his back so that he 
could not abandon it and take to the jungle if 
the caravan were ambushed. Chang Chi-fu 
was an exceptional youth, handsome and 
tough. When he was dragooned in his early 
teens, he distinguished himself immediate- 
ly. He was given a chance to join Gen. 
Tuan’s ranks as a soldier, and quickly rose 
to become a captain, based at Tuan’s head- 
quarters on the mountain above Fang in 
Thailand. 

By the time he was 30, Chang Chi-fu had 
learned all there was to know about military 
operations in the Triangle, and about how to 
acquire and process opium into morphine 
and heroin. He deserted Gen. Tuan and 
went back to his home town to organize his 
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Thai Border Patrol Police (BPP) wounded 
during 1982 attack on Chang Chi-fu’s SUA 
headquarters at Ban Hin Thek, Thailand. 


childhood friends and relatives into a pri- 
vate army of his own. 

He called it the Shan United Army (SUA) 
and it remains today one of the main apolit- 
ical forces in the Triangle. At its height, the 
force numbered about 1,400 men, but by 
1979 its strength had been reduced by 
numerous battles to about 400 men. Larger 
numbers are cited rather cynically by offi- 
cials, in order to make the SUA seem more 
ominous. In terms of manpower, it is trivial 
compared to the real Shan rebel force, the 
Shan State Army (SSA), which numbers 
more than 4,500 men. 

Although Chang Chi-fu’s SUA opium 
force did include a few Shan nationalists 
among the men, and claimed to be dedicated 
to winning Shan independence from the 
lowland Burmese, it wasted little time on 
politics. Instead, Chang set up 15 heroin 
refineries of his own at points along the Thai 
border. He seized control of a rich growing 
area in easter Hsenwi district, and also 
controlled a major smuggling zone in south- 
east Kengtung district, along the borders of 
Thailand and Laos. There, Chang operated 
out of the border town of Tachilek and kept 
a main base nearby at a village called Hin 
Taek, on a mountain wreathed in clouds 
along the border. He also traded jade and 
weapons, and some of the minerals mined 
inside the Shan State, which is rich in lead, 
wolfram, copper, silver, coal, antimony 
and uranium. The town of Hin Taek grew 
into a bustling community with a main 
street, bars, gambling dens and even a 
whorehouse for pay days. 

Early in the morning of 21 January 1982, 
at the urging of DEA, 1,000 troopers of the 
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Lo Hsing-han was sentenced to death in 
Burma after Thai police, at instigation of 
U.S. narcotics agency, ambushed his opium 
train in 1973. After serving eight years, he 
was released and is now number-two opium 
warlord. 


Thai border police staged one of the biggest 
drug busts in history when they stormed Hin 
Taek. Gunfire broke out, and mortars, re- 
coilless rifles, AK-47s and M16s tore up the 
foliage. The fire fight lasted three days. 
Thai helicopter gunships were called in, 
along with Thai Air Force Broncos that 


strafed and bombed the SUA fortifications. 
The town was obliterated. Thai officials 
claimed that only 17 police were killed and 
50 others wounded. They claimed that as 
many as 200 uniformed SUA soldiers were 
killed. A few sporting ladies from Chiang 
Rai got zapped as well. 

Apparently, Chang Chi-fu held out as 
long as he did so that he could remove most 
of his heroin stocks, dismantle his labor- 
atories and remove other valuable loot. The 
Thais found no opium or heroin in the ruins, 
but they did find 13 tons of SUA supplies 
worth $3 million, including 60,000 plastic 
bags ready to hold units of 700 grams of 
heroin. There was also a printing press and 
an arsenal of small arms. 

Chang Chi-fu got away unscathed with a 
sizable force of his men, and was soon re- 
established on another border mountain to 
the south. For the last two years, he has been 
making the newspapers regularly. 

There has been lots of work for him to do 
because the last several years have seen the 
biggest poppy crops in history, each year 
over 600 tons of raw opium, enough to 
produce more than 14 metric tons of heroin. 
Depending on the weather, and therefore 
how much opium is available each year, the 
price of a kilo of Number Four heroin costs 
about U.S. $6,000 in Chiangmai, and 
jumps to $11,000 by the time it reaches 
Bangkok. 

Chang has struck new alliances with the 
various lesser warlords. He continues to 
own profitable mining, timber and other 
businesses in Mae Hong Son, Bangkok, 
Chaingmai and Tachilek. He freely visits 
his minor wives in both countries, scattered 
from Bangkok to Mandalay. His eldest 
daughter came back after the completion of 
her education in England, and his eldest son 
pursued his studies at a college in the United 
States. 

The net result of that widely publicized 
raid at Hin Taek was exactly zero. Like the 
capture of Lo Hsing-han, this too had been 
set at the urging of the U.S. narcotics peo- 
ple. Both were grandstand plays that 
accomplished nothing, except to get more 
funds for DEA. The sorry fact is that DEA 
can’t touch the real brokers in the Bangkok 
underworld because their connections in the 
Thai power structure are too powerful. So, 
costly efforts are directed at guerrilla groups 
in the jungle in an effort to make it seem as 
though the grand’ scheme for opium sup- 
pression really is working. 

Angriest of all are the real Shan freedom 
fighters. Their efforts to win self-rule are 
being sabotaged by narcotics agents and 
Congressmen who cannot tell the difference 
between a Shan rebel and a Chinese bandit. 

Recently, one of the Shan leaders told me 
how the Hueys were chewing up Shan vil- 
lages with rockets. 

““We have always considered America 
our spiritual ally,’ he said, speaking better 
English than I had heard outside of the Old 
Vic in London. ‘“We have tried to remain 
friends. But with friends fike America, who 
needs enemies?’ ®& 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 43 


66 OU can’t go in there!’’ The Lao 

officer threatened me, blocking 
the open door to Prince Boun Gum’s office. 
I could see the prince at his desk, a demi- 
tasse of coffee in one hand. 

“*My district adviser is in Vientiane,’’ I 
tried to explain. ‘‘There’s a problem with 
the issue of equipment and I need the 
prince’s approval to open a warehouse.”’ 
The Lao officer, a young captain, was St. 
Cyr-trained, a graduate of France’s West 
Point. He tried to use an old aide-de-camp’s 
ruse. 

**He’s in a classified conference at the 
moment,’’ he tried to delay me. ‘‘Come 
back in an hour.’’ 

“‘Now,’’ I breathed in exasperation 
through clenched teeth. ‘‘f can’t wait an 
hour.’’ The prince heard me, looked up and 
crooked a beckoning finger in my direction. 

“‘Passez-vous, Capitaine, ’’ he said softly, 
violating his own order that none of the 
American advisers were to be addressed by 
their military rank. 

It was 1959. We were covert Green Be- 
rets in Laos: ‘‘technicians.’’ Sometimes I 
tired of being called mister and the prince’s 
use of my title suddenly brightened my 
morning. I grinned and the Lao captain step- 
ped aside. The prince’s small office was 
militarily austere. { stopped in the middle of 
the room and touched my finger tips to my 
chin in greeting. 

“‘Sinbai dee, baw,’’ | said softly, re- 
spectfully. He stood to shake my hand. 

““Seewai dee krop,’’ he admonished, 
shaking a finger at me. ‘‘I’ve been told you 
must practice Thai instead of Lao, though I 
don’t know why.’’ He looked a little sad- 
dened at that thought. 

“‘We sometimes must cross into Thai- 
land, Your Highness,’’ I smiled. ‘‘Our 
commander wants us to be understood in 
each language.’’ He nodded, understand- 
ing. That made sense. 

“How can I help you?”’ he asked, as his 
orderly poured me coffee and I sat, 

“I’m building the rifle range at Kilometre 
Cing,’’ | began. He nodded, knowing. 

“‘A useful project. It is badly needed.” 

““Yes ... but we must have some dyna- 
mite.’’ I used the French pronunciation of 
the word. 

““Dee-nah-meet?’’ he asked. ‘‘We have 
such a thing?”’ 

“I’m told there are a few boxes in the 
warehouse where they keep the agricultural 
supplies.’’ 

I lied deliberately. I was already positive 
the dynamite was there. It was the one sure 
method by which to pin a Lao down. If my 
sources told me the demo was there, the 
prince couldn’t deny me the right to at least 
look for it. 

‘*What will you use such a thing for?’’ he 
asked. He took another sip of his coffee and 
lit a Galois Bleu, a French cigarette. He 
offered me one and I took it, thanked him. 
His orderly lit it for me. 

“‘We have come to the point where we 
need explosives to continue our work.”’ I 
shrugged my shoulders. There was little 
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FIRE IN 
THE HOLE! 


White Star had its light 
moments. Building 
a rifle range in Laos 
was one of them. 


by Capt. James M. Perry, USA, Ret. 


sense in trying to explain to him how diffi- 
cult it was to remove boulders by hand. I 
had reached the point where I needed to dig 
target butts. 

“It is dangerous, no?’’ he said. ‘‘One 
must be a specialist.”’ 

“‘T have such a man, Your Highness,”’ I 
answered. ‘‘An explosives expert.’’ That 


OPERATION WHITE 
STAR 


by Jim Graves 


Operation White Star, which ran offi- 
cially from 1959 to:1962 — and unoffi- 
cially until 1964 — was one of the first 
of the *‘classified projects’’ run by Spe- 
cial pore, in Southeast Asia and re- 


télligence Ageacy origi ally was tasked 
with: upgrading the training of the 
25,000-man Royal Lao Army to prevent 
the communist-backed Pathet Lao from 
overrunning the country. At the timé, 
the Pathet Lao totally controlled two of 
Laos’ 14 provinces and were threatening 
‘several others. 

But — as tended to happen in South- 
east Asia — White Star became much 
more than a simple i instrn ional mission 
and many Green Berets, who later be- 
came famous for: their feats in Vietnam, 
got their first taste of combat in Laos. 

By 1961 the civilian clothes worn by 
the first U.S. troops were exchanged for 
uniforms and the original 107 men had 
swelled to several hundred. Some White 
Star veterans estimate that by 1962 as 
many as 400 were assigned to it or other 
Special Forces Operations, such as Pro- 
ject 404, At one point, White Star 
strength had increased to two C teams 
with attached PsyOps. personnel. 
Although the-CIA had a lot of influence 
over White Star at its-inception, later it 
became more an SF operation, albeit 
unconventional. 

For example, there was the operation 
at Nam Tah, about 30 klicks south of the 
Chinese border. The Pathet Lao and 
other assorted communists were press- 
ing:in‘on Nam Tah and had the airfield 
interdicted with what was reported to be 
a German 88. The Laotian ‘ist Parachute 
Battalion went in without advisers and 
got shot up on the strip. 

When the decision came down to send 
in the 55th Parachute Battalion, the 
senior U.S. adviser to the unit, Capt. 
Robin Luketina, wanted to go in with his 
men. 

**We had been pulled out of the 55th 
by then,”’ said Luketina ‘‘but when I 
heard they were going to-go in on their 
own, I went to the Bull and begged, and 
he said: ‘Look, don’t come talking to 
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satisfied him, apparently, and he began to 
scribble my authority to open the ware- 
house. Somewhere in between words he 
paused. 

“*You will be careful,’’ he cautioned. He 
signed his name and handed the paper to 
me. 

“‘Perhaps I will find time to come and 


me. Anything you're man enough to do, 
do; Just don’t:screw up.’ ”” 

That’s how Luketina found himself. 
and:his team squeezed into C-47s over 
Nam Tah. ‘‘We jumped at 500 feet,’’ 
said Luketina. “‘It was fogged-in and 
that covered us. And they allegedly 
dropped us in the end of the valley that 
wasn’t interdicted. Jumping at 500 feet, 
you swing about three times and then get - 
your legs crammed up your rear end. 

**That was the first time I ever saw the 
Lao in their tin hats that hung down © 
around their noses. After we landed, we 
had. a lot of Laos laid out on the DZ 
unconscious. One guy woke. up and pul- 
led off his helmet, and that’s when.I 
found out they didn’t have helmet liners. 
Their helmets were knocking them out 
as they hit the ground. 

‘We moved out in the hills, took up 
positions and went on the attack. We had 
some infantry battalions with us, but 
when we went on the attack we couldn't 
raise them on the Angry 86. We sent | 
somebody back to get another radio and — 
found out the infantry battalions had 
taken off. So we said, ‘Wait a minute, 
folks, there’s no way to win this war by 
ourselves.” So we joined the exodus.”’ 

Jim Perry, working out of Pakse, had: 
similar observations about the Lao. “‘It 
was like pouring sand down a rat hole,” 
said Perry. ““The Lao were lovers not - 
fighters. I’ve seen them back up and fire. 


a goddamn 75mm howitzer at a sniper in 


a tree top. They didn’t mind killing his 
ass, but they. didn’t want to see the 
blood.”’ i 

The popular conception is that White 
Star ended in 1962 when the United 
States admitted it had military advisers 
in Laos and, under pressure from the 
International Control Commission, 
agreed to pull them out. 

_ Infact, some were pulled out — about. 
66. according to Perry —- and some, 
possibly as many as 200:to 300, drifted 
off into the Chu Porn Mountains where 
they continued to work with Gen. Vang 
Pao’s ‘‘secret army.” 

_ “The Chu Poms were at about 4,000 
feet,”’ said Perry. “They grew opium up 
thers and Charley/India/Alpha went up 
there and told them, ‘If you’ll work for 
us,,we’ll fly your opium out of here.” 

‘All kinds of high-jinking was going 
on then,’” Perry said, laughing. 

White Star folded in 1964 when the 
CIA abandoned Vang Pao and the. Spe- j 
cial Forces men were needed next door ae 
in Vietnam. 


watch you explode this dee-nah-meet,’’ he 
smiled. ‘‘We Lao have much to learn from 
you americaines. ’’ He shook my hand again 
and I started to bow out of the room, a 
proper thing to do when leaving a Lao 
prince. He stopped me with a wave of his 
hand. 

“You may salute, capitaine, ’’ he smiled 
slyly. “‘Homage is not required between 
soldiers.’”’ I thanked him with my eyes and 
saluted, though I wore no uniform to com- 
plement it. 

““Merci, mon General, ’’ I said. 
voir. ”’ f 

I wasn’t sure whether Boun Gum was a 
general or not. I knew that his brother, 
Souphanouvang, the Red Prince of Laos, 
was. He held the grade of general in the 
Pathet Lao, the communist army. If 
Souphanouvang was a general, then surely 
Boun Gum was a general, too. King Vat- 
thana would not have his royalist soldiers 
serving in a lesser capacity than the enemy. 
Boun Gum was not a son of Vatthana. He 
was a prince of the old king, a short, rotund 
man of about 50 who had a passion for 
French customs and who would stand, 
sometimes for long moments, his hands 
thrust deep in his hip pockets, while you 
explained something to him. He was one of 
the strongest pro-Western members of the 
royal cabinet. 

Boun Gum’s military district, the fourth, 
was located in the Mekong River town of 
Pakse, where my team, A-34, was sta- 
tioned. A member of Bull Simons FC-3 
detachment, A-34 was one of three teams 
assigned to the south. We had been in- 
country since May and it was now Septem- 
ber. Our work with the 25,000-man Royal 
Lao Army was going well, though by now a 
little slowly with the coming of the winter 
monsoons. 

I found the dynamite just where my 
weapons man, Rocky Nesom, said it would 
be. Only there weren’t two cases. Just a 
dozen or so loose sticks. 

““Damn!’’ I spat, disappointed. ‘‘We 
can’t blow a wart off a frog’s ass with this!”’ 
Nesom grinned at me. 

“Did you really believe there was enough 
demo in here to do all the cratering?’’ he 
asked: I was miffed. 

“What else?’’ I asked. ‘‘Gunpowder 
went out with the Brown Shoe Amny.”’ 

Besides, there wasn’t anything like blast- 
ing powder in Laos. And the team was down 
to about 20 pounds of TNT. And TNT 
didn’t make a good cratering charge. 
Nesom nodded at the commer where a huge 
stock of five-gallon cans of liquid fertilizer 
rested. 

“‘Nitro-humus,”’ he said seriously. ‘The 
AID people [Agency for Intemational De- 
velopment] add it to the irrigation water.”’ 

“‘And who in the hell is going to blow a 
hole in anything with liquid fertilizer?’ I 
asked. I was disappointed that I’d gone to all 
the trouble of getting the prince’s approval 
to open the warehouse. 


“Au re- 
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HE West German firm of Heckler & 

Koch has introduced a new rifle to 
their line of ultra-reliable weaponry. The 
PSG I Counter-Sniper Rifle is designed to 
fill the need for a semiautomatic precision 
sniping piece for use by antiterrorist units 
and law-enforcement special-weapons 
teams. 

Many of today’s terrorist confrontations 
require the long-range specialist to engage 
more than one target in a very tight time 
frame. The traditional bolt-action guns have 
been the mainstay of most snipers, but to- 
day’s terror tactics often force the sniper to 
take out several opponents in rapid succes- 
sion in order to save a hostage’s life or up 
the odds for insertion teams to enter a build- 
ing or penetrate an opponent’s perimeter. 

Peter Senich’s book, The German Sniper 
(Paladin Press, 1982), recounts several in- 
triguing interviews with the most successful 
German snipers in WWII. Their discussions 
of range, armament and tactics led to some 
interesting conclusions. Most riflemen 
would have preferred a semiautomatic 
weapon if the rifle’s precision were compar- 
able and the weapon virtually jam-proof. 
Body movement while operating the bolt 
increased the probability of detection and 
greater time between shots made it difficult 
to address multiple targets rapidly. 

With today’s increased accuracy capabil- 
ities, it appears the time is right for a pre- 
cise, semiautomatic sniper rifle. 

The PSG | is, to say the least, impressive 
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The Shotgun Wizard, John Satterwhite: Photo: John Metzger 


SURE SHOT 


John Satterwhite hardly needs an in- 
troduction, ‘‘The Shotgun Wizard’’ can 
usually be found teaching at his Amet- 
ican Shotgun Academy (Dept. SOF, 
1579 W. Gurley, Prescott, AZ 86301), 
or touring the country with his now- 
legendary trick-shooting exhibition. A 


former U.S, Air Force marksmanship: 
justructor, Satterwhite was three-time: 


_are literally too numerous to mention 


eons out of the sky in one throw, see 


SOF, September ’81. 


vn 


U.S. International Shotgun Champion 
(1974-76) and dual Gold Medalist in the 
1979 Pan-American games iti Puerto 
Rico. His awards and accomplishments 


here. For a more in-depth account on the 
only man alive who can blast seven pi- 


“SOF Interviews Shotgun Wizard,”’ 
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Champion shooter Bill Rogers kicks off SOF convention range demonstrations 
with PSG 1. Photo: John Metzger 


TERRORISTS 
BEWARE 


H&K Takes Aim with New PSG 1 


by John Satterwhite 


in appearance and performance. The rifle 
looks as though it came straight from Star 
Wars. Its 25.5-inch bull barrel, .875-inches 
in diameter at the muzzle, tapers straight 
back into the semiauto receiver where it 
meets the H&K roller-locked bolt assem- 
bly. The receiver features a forward assist 
not found on the 91 or 93 model firearms. 

A Hensoldt Wetzlar telescopic sight is 
bolted to a mount welded atop the receiver. 
As has become typical of H&K, attention to 
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detail, durability and foolproofness is ex- 
emplified by the easy-to-read, easy-access 
adjustment controls. Numbered from 100 
through 600 meters in 100-meter incre- 
ments, the elevation offers fast compensa- 
tion for projectile trajectory once the range 
has been estimated. 

Today’s counterterrorist marksman must 
face targets that are often only partly visi- 
ble. In such cases, in-scope range finders 
which depend on the total view of the target 


are useless. Range determination is an art in 
itself, and whether an external device or 
shooter judgment is employed, the Hensoldt 
Wetzlar scope offers minimal target- 
acquisition time. 

Whatever method used, the shooter not 
wishing to employ hold-over at extreme 
range needs only to click the elevation to the 
appropriate distance, hold dead on, and 
drop the hammer. The elevation adjustment 
is also marked in a separate set of yellow 
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marks for close-range shooting in the event 
the sniper is faced with the exception rather 
than the rule. Ten through 75 yards are 
marked, making the .308’s trajectory a mat- 
ter of dialing in the numbers. 

The scope is equipped with a light, col- 
lapsible rubber block to be used in solid 
contact with the shooter’s eyebrow, and the 
forward lens carries a rubber cap for protec- 
tion against the elements. Exposing the left 
side of the telescopic sight will reveal a 
rubber-coated activator button which illu- 
minates the crosshairs for low-light shoot- 
ing. Tuning this unit will increase or de- 
crease cross-hair intensity. Once the button 
is depressed, the crosshairs stay illuminated 
for approximately two minutes; then the 
unit turns itself off. The battery pack power- 
ing itis located beside the control and access 
may be gained easily with a coin or screw- 
driver, The impressive clarity, design and 
precision manufacture of the scope is typic- 
al of German craftsmanship. 

I took the PSG | out to the range for 
testing. At first I felt that the gun should 
have been capable of far greater accuracy 
during rapid-fire sequences — but I found 
that the shooter must learn how to hold the 
rifle. Pressure placed on wrong parts of the 
stock, or inconsistent pressure, will cause 
group variation. Obviously, handloads 
would have performed better, but even with 
Federal Match ammo, the out-of-the-box 
PSG | consistently shot less than one min- 
ute of angle. 

But I was not satisfied with this method of 
evaluation — this rifle is built for action. 
Since I couldn’t get to Grenada or Lebanon 
for some serious combat testing, | figured 
that the next best thing would be to take it in 
the field hunting. A call to Omega Hunts, 
Ltd., (P.O. Box 1647, Boulder, CO 
80306), put me 10,000 feet up in Colora- 
do’s Sangre De Cristo Mountains pursuing 
Odocoileinus Hemonius — the magnificent 
mule deer. 

Even though it was intended to be used as 
a position weapon, the 18-pound PSG 1 
does, fortunately, come with a sling. And 
boy, did I use it! Many of us remember the 
BAR man who carried some 20-odd pounds 
of gun across many a mile of hard-earned 
real estate. No one, however, can truly 
appreciate this man’s task until he’s actually 
walked a few days with that much gun. 

Camp was already pitched at the 10,000- 
foot level with wall tents, great food and all 
the comforts of home. In addition to help- 
ful, friendly guides and cook, all the neces- 
sities a hunter needs to support his dawn- 
*til-dusk search for game was provided. 
Glassing canyons, thickly wooded hillsides 
and small openings in trees (the Colorado 
folk call them parks) becomes an almost 
comfortable experience when one has a rifle 
capable of hitting nearly anything visible. 
Although quick response in close cover be- 
comes laborious, it is more than offset by 
the gun’s accuracy. This “‘anti-stalk’’ (or 
“ridge gun,’” as my friends began to call it) 
seemed especially suited to open-terrain 
areas. 

After hunting the first two days and glas- 
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sing only does, I spotted a buck carefully 
picking his way down a ravine. The first 
shot followed the crosshairs to its mark be- 
hind the shoulder and staggered him. But he 
regained his footing, wheeled and started 
away. The instantaneous follow-up shot 
brought him down. The two shots struck 
within inches of each other. I might have 
missed had | taken the time to work the 
action on a bolt gun. 

Muzzle blast and rearward movement of 
the gun are major contributors to close mis- 


ses, but anticipation of recoil is always a 
factor. The PSG | is a chore to carry; it 
becomes a dream to shoot once in position. 
Recoil is negligible and the weapon really 
stays on target. 

Assault rifles and hunting rifles have tra- 
ditionally been used with little, if any, atten- 
tion to personalized gun fit. The average 
grunt cannot have his rifle fitted to him. 
H&K has incorporated an ingenious adjust- 
able stock into the PSG 1. This stock fea- 
tures a spring-loaded adjustable cheek rest 


.308 slug from PSG 1 removed from deer — H&K magazine and .308 Federal 


Match ammo. Photo: Russ Miller 


SPECIFICATIONS 
HK Model PSG 1 Counter-Sniper Rifle 


CALIBER: 
OPERATION: 


7.62mm NATO. 
Recoil operation via delayed roller-locked bolt _System 


(semiautomatic only) 


LENGTH: 
WEIGHT: 
BARREL: 


47.55 in. 


17.8 lbs. unloaded 
25,5 in. (bull) .875-in. muzzle diameter. Four-groove, one- 


in-10-in. right-hand twist 


MAGAZINE: 
SIGHT: 


5- and 20-round box 
6x42 Hensoldt Wetzlar telescope adjustable as. follows: one 


click = Icm. at 100 meters; six sight settings 100 meters 
through 600 meters in white prints with point-blank shot- 
firing adjustments 10 meters to 75 meters in yellow print 


FINISH: 
‘TRIGGER: 
AVAILABLE TO: 


“SUGGESTED RETAIL: $5017:00- 


Parkerized with synthetic overcoat 
3.5 lbs. with adjustable shoe 
Civilian: or law enforcement 


Contact HK for more information: Heckler & Koch, Dept. SOF, 14601 = Rd., 
‘Chantilly, VA 2202{. Phone: (703) 631-2800. q 
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WHY SO MUCH? 
by John Metzger 


A bunch of the boys were whooping it 
up in room 313. at the Sahara Hotel. 
SOF’s Fourth Annual Convention was 
just starting to brew downstairs in. the 
Casino. John Satterwhite was pulling 
something out of a gun case on the coffee 
table. 

“Like to see the new HK sniper 
rifle?’” he asked. Sure we did. Everyone 
in the room liked guns. All eyes turned 
to the large black case on‘the table. Sat- 
terwhite pulled it out. A hush fell across 
the room. Even the drunkest among us 
caught himself in mid-stutter and shut 
up. The convention staff-types, range 
officers and match shooters filling the 
room slowly staggered toward. this 
amazing-looking weapon, now propped 
up on its tripod on the glass table. Every- 
one picked it up, held it, dry-fired it, 
stared at it, and inevitably asked, “‘How 
much?’ 

Satterwhite answered, 
thousand dollars.”* 

He wasn’t kidding. Everyone looked 
sort of disappointed. 

When Satterwhite sent in this story, 


SSFEVE. 
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Brown left acryptic note scribbled in the 
margin: ““Why does the gun cost so 
fucking much?’’ Indeed. Why five 
thousand dollars? The question ate at 
me. But about four months later at the 
S.H.O.T. Show in Dallas, I finally got.a 
straight answer right from the H&K peo- 
ple themselves. 

‘“‘Hey, guys. Why the high price?’* I 
asked the reps at HK’s booth. 

“Because it’s an HK.” 

“Ha, Ha. No, really?” 

Well, they really didn’t have an 
answer. 

“Tt will shoot under one minute of 
angle out of the box,’’ the reps con- 
tinued. ‘‘The scope alone is worth be- 
tween $1,200 and $1 ,500.-We guarantee 
that the gun will at least equal all ammo 
manufacturers’ accuracy claims.”* (It is 
typical of European ammunition manu- 
facturers to market ammo with specific 
accuracy claims.) Do those answers jus- 
tify the price? 

Five-thousand dollars is a lot of 
money. Butthe PSG | is alot of gun. My 
conclusion? Ef you are not interested in 
owning one of the most accurate semi- 
auto .308 sniper rifles in the world; don’t 
buy it. 


Satterwhite brought his PSG 1 to Nevada 
desert for SOF’s Fourth Annual 
Convention. Photo: John Metzger 


to regulate comb height of the rifle and a 
variable-length stock which will allow the 
gun to be fitted to virtually any physique. 
An adjustable pistol grip on the fire-control 
handle allows the shooter to fit the ergo- 
nomic wooden handle to the size of his 
hand, enhancing precise control. 

A collapsible tripod is included in the 
case. This well-made unit allows the shoot- 
er to crank up elevation, swivel laterally, 
and cant right and left for comfort and sta- 
bility. Also included are a cleaning rod, 
brush for optical sights, screwdriver for 
adjustments, stock adjustment tool, carry 
strap and magazines. ‘ 

If there has been one point all H&K lov- 
ers agree on, it’s the need to eliminate some 
of the inherent trigger resistance. Those of 
us who own and shoot H&K rifles already 
will be pleasantly surprised with the great 
progress made on the PSG 1’s trigger. The 
beautiful 3.5-pound-pull trigger will not 
allow full auto, yet presents the shooter with 
a real rifleman’s trigger. Perhaps the best 
news of all is the rumor that these trigger 
units drop right into the 91 and that H&K 
will bring them in if the demand is there. 


R 
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was peering into heavy bush, eye- 

balling my ambush position to en- 
sure I would not be sharing it with a 
fer-de-lance — common in the area, 
they say — when all thoughts of snakes 
and such minor matters were dispelled 
by an offhand comment from a Special 
Forces instructor at the Honduran Re- 
gional Military Training Center. 

I was with a company from El Salva- 
dor’s Sierpe Battalion and the instruc- 
tors were putting the men into position 
to ambush another company from the 
battalion that would be passing 
through this maneuver area after 
finishing their training in an outlying 
area. 

The ambush seemed well-laid-in 
when one of the Special Forces NCOs 
from Label Cerro Mobile Training Team 
(MTT) said, “I sure hope none of them 
have any live ammo on them.” 

“Whoa there, friend!’’ I thought, 
realizing that I’ve never enjoyed being 
in heavy jungle with lumps of lead flying 
randomly around. “What are we talking 
about when we say live ammo?”’ | 
asked. 

“It’s one of the problems we have 
with the Salvos,” said the SF instruc- 
tor. “Since they are pulled out of com- 
bat to come here, there is no way to 
prevent them from having a few live 
rounds in their pack. Sometimes they'll 
get excited in these drills and use some 
live rounds. Usually some guy decides 
the blanks aren’t realistic enough, so 
they pull off the blank adapter and run 
through some live rounds. Then some- 
one gets pissed because he’s being shot 
at and shoots back.” 

“So far, they’ve always shot high, 
though,” chipped in another instructor 
cheerfully. “The only time they get to 
me is when they get mad and start fight- 
ing each other. When they whip out 
those machetes, it’s clear-out time.” 

I excused myself and went to look for 
fer-de-lances behind a small hill on the 
opposite side of the trail from the 
ambush. 

That the United States is training 
combat-experienced soldiers in combat 
techniques is paradoxical, but under- 
standable, considering the situation in 
Central America today. 

The Central American Regional 
Military Training Center (RMTC) near 
Trujillo, Honduras, initiated its training 
program in June 1983. It is designed to 
allow the United States to upgrade the 
training of Central American military 
units economically. While only Salva- 
doran and Honduran units have gone 
there so far, in the future units from 
Guatemala may also train there. At the 
present time Guatemala is just sup- 
plying some instructors since it has the 
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ABOVE, RIGHT, BELOW: Salvadoran 
soldiers respond to instructor's 
signals in immediate-action drills. 
Drills are first conducted in open 
areas for skill evaluation and then in 
heavy jungle. 


Pi, t pinniania 


LEFT: Special Forces instructor 
watches while Salvadoran M60 crew 
lays down base fire for platoon 
live-fire drill. 


smallest army in Central America — 
except for Costa Rica, which does not 
have one — and its units are busy fight- 
ing guerrillas. The RMTC was actually 
established under the auspices of a lit- 
tle-known Central American treaty 
organization, called CONDECA, rather 
than as part of the joint United States- 
Honduras Big Pine Il maneuvers. 

Prior to the opening of the RMTC, 
entire units (like El Salvador’s Belloso 
Battalion) and/or groups of officers 
were sent to the United States for train- 
ing at American military bases. 

Although that scheme had its advan- 
tages, the cost of transporting large 
numbers of troops to the United States 
was prohibitive, since both Honduras 
and El Salvador have far more impor- 
tant things to do with their Foreign 
Military Sales aid than spend it flying 
troops to Ft. Bragg, N.C. Additionally, 
it makes far more sense to train soldiers 
in the climate and terrain they will be 
fighting in. 


‘ 


The RMTC at Trujillo, a small city 
located on Honduras’ isolated Carib- 
bean coast, is unimpressive from the 
road but is quite substantial inside. The 
base is fairly typical in its layout — con- 
sidering its purpose — and organiza- 
tion: Litton Industries, America’s 11th 
largest defense contractor, has con- 
tracted for the base construction; base 
security is handled by the Honduran 
Army; actual training is handled pri- 
marily by six-month TDY U.S. Army 
personnel, mostly Special Forces from 
Ft. Bragg, and RMTC headquarters 
staff manages the operation. 

Physically, the RMTC consists of the 
usual mix of temporary (tents) and 
semi-permanent housing (wooden 
huts), aid station, mess halls, rifle and 
machine-gun ranges, an impact area 
for crew-served weapons like mortars 
and 90mm recoilless rifles and immedi- 
ate-action and maneuver areas for 
squads, platoons, companies and bat- 
talions. 

At the time of SOF’s visit, the RMTC 
had trained one Honduran battalion 
and six Salvadoran battalions. In 1984, 
plans call for 11 Salvadoran battalions 
and six Honduran battalions to go 
through the RMTC. El Salvador sends 
more through because of its ongoing 
communist insurgency and because its 
army battalions are smaller. 

El Salvador began reorganizing its 
army unit structure in 1983 by creating 
what were first called Cazadore (Hun- 
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ter) Battalions, but were later renamed 
CS or Countersubversion Battalions. 
The Cazadore concept, which was 
pioneered in Venezuela, maintains that 
light, 350-man battalions (11-man 
squads, nine platoons of 35 men each 
plus headquarters staff) are more effec- 
tive in counterinsurgency roles than lar- 
ger, 1,000-man traditional battalions, 
which are designed to operate with or 
be supported by armor and artillery. 

The war in El Salvador is a low- 
intensity conflict fought primarily with 
light weapons — rifles, machine guns 
and mortars. It’s a war where success 
comes as a result of quick movement, 
good basic tactics and surprise more 
than fire power and numbers on paper. 

The approved statement of mission 
for the RMTC is: “To train invited Latin 
American military and security ele- 
ments in conventional and counterin- 
surgency tactics, which will permit the 
overall improvement of the internal de- 
fense of participating nations and con- 
tribute to a climate of stability and 
security in the region.” 

The grunt’s translation: to teach the 
men to clean and fire their weapons; 
move quickly, quietly and safely; and 
fight when they make contact. 

That’s why Cuban-born Col. Reynal- 
do Garcia, the senior American, de- 
scribes the five-week RMTC program 
as a mix of Basic, Advanced Infantry 
Training (AIT) and Unit Training. 

And that’s the paradox. Salvadoran 
units could easily be in a major opera- 
tion against communist guerrillas in 
Morazan or Chalatenango Province 
one week, shooting and being shot at, 
and in Trujillo the next week, learning 
how to react under fire or keep the M16 
rifle clean and unjammed. 

A number of factors have created the 
necessity of sending soldiers to the 
RMTC after they have been in combat. 
Until recently, Salvadoran soldiers 
were drafted for 16-month tours, 
trained by the unit that they were 
assigned to, when that unit was not in 
combat, and usually didn’t re-enlist be- 
cause of the low pay. And, because of 
the poor retention rate, the Salvadoran 
Army had no NCO corps, which is the 
backbone of any army — fighting or 
training. Furthermore, the war against 
the 8,000 communist guerrillas had 
forced the government of El Salvador to 
expand its army from 10,000 to almost 
35,000 in four years. 

The Salvadoran concept of training 
soldiers in the unit to which they are 
attached does have some advantages. 
Soldiers are trained to the unit’s speci- 
fications and it builds unit cohesive- 
ness, but in war-time there is little time 
for training. 
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ABOVE: Salvadoran soldiers move 
along trail through bush on live-fire 
platoon assault course. 


BELOW: Salvadoran units going 
through RMTC are issued 40mm M79 
grenade launchers. Called the 
“Blooker’’ or ‘“‘Bloop Tabe,’’ weapon 
is considerably more reliable than 
M203 grenade launchers currently 
used by U.S. Army. 


at ‘ 


EI Salvador is moving to solve these 
problems. A Basic and AIT facility has 
been built in La Union Province and 
should be operating by now. The term of 
service has been increased to 24 
months and pay scales have been in- 
creased for enlisted soldiers. 

In the meantime, Col. Garcia and the 
SF trainers have to compress an awful 
lot of training into five weeks: In 1984, 
they hope to extend the training cycle to 
eight weeks. 

At the present time, soldiers report- 
ing to the Trujillo RMTC are given 
physicals while Garcia’s instructors 
look over their equipment and 
weapons: M16s, M60s, 81mm mortars 
and 90mm recoilless rifles. Garcia 
hopes in the future to have a fully equip- 
ped weapons inventory on hand at Tru- 
jillo so the units can leave their heavier 
weapons behind, since they are expen- 
sive and difficult to transport. The two 
major problems Garcia’s men initially 
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LIBERTY HOUR 
by Jim Graves 


I figured it would take a day of 
tortillas, beans, Cokes, “Una cerve- 
za, muy frio, rapido, hombre,”’ 
mountains, heat, dust and vistas of 
banana fields everywhere, with an 
occasional hair-raising dodge-’em 
contest with the horses and cows 
that graze on what passes for roads 
down here. 

It’s approximately 500 kilometers 
from where I started, Tegucigalpa, 
to Trujillo, a small city on Honduras’ 
Caribbean coast and the site of the 
Regional Military Training Center 
(RMTC). 

I knew the first 120 kilometers of 
the road were bad (San Pedro Sula 
to La Ceiba), and Hondurans spoke 
in terms of fear and loathing of the 
160 kilometers from La Ceibato Tru- 
jillo, so I knew it was going to be a 
long day. 

But my rent-a-car turned out to be 
a Japanese rent-a-wreck, so my trip 
took three long days. But that’s a 
story too horrible to tell. 

Since the FUSEP — Honduras’ 
fuzz — rarely gets out of the cities, I 
was making good time when I spot- 
ted the sign outside Comayagua 
near the big military base at Palma- 
rola: 

Liberty Hour 
Bar Restaurant 
English Spoken 

After sliding to a stop, I whipped 
the car over into the dirt-road en- 
trance, went about 100 meters and 
rolled up to a large, thatch building, 
with some jeeps in front and a tent 
pitched nearby. 

Inside were a dozen American sol- 
diers seated on obviously home- 
made chairs at homemade tables, or 
homemade bar stools at the long 
bar, listening to Willie Nelson tapes 
on the stereo and drinking cold beer. 
It was cool inside — thatched roofs 
do have some advantages. 

The genius behind the Liberty 
Hour is Arkansan Larry Staley, a 
medically retired E-6 who ducked 
the wrong way on his third tour in 
Vietnam (one with the 11th Marines 
and two as an adviser to the 51st 
ARVN Rangers) and picked up one 
of his three Purple Hearts for a 
wound that hurts forever. 

As Staley tells it, he got tired ofthe 
States three years ago — missed the 
jungle, he claims — so he packed up 
and moved down to Honduras with a 
girl friend in tow to prospect for gold 
in Miskitia, where the Miskito Indi- 
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ans live in the provinces of Gracias a 
Dios and Olancho. There is gold 
there, but there are also man-eating 


_ jaguars, snakes too numerous to 


name, treacherous swamps, zillions 
of sand fleas, sometimes-hostile na- 
tives, lots of armed folks and 
beaucoup jungle. 

“Jim, there’s some of the nicest 
jungle I’ve ever seen out there,” said 
Staley, with that faraway, golden 
gleam in his eyes. 

Using a three-inch dredge and 
sluice box, Staley took enough gold 
out of the placer deposits he found 
“to make a living,” but when the 
United States started moving troops 
into Honduras as part of Big Pine II, 
he decided to build the Liberty Hour 
next to Palmerola, the base with the 
largest contingent of U.S. troops. 

Lots of people had the same idea, 
but Staley was the first to snatch the 
required Honduran partner (since 
shed), the papers to operate and 900 
acres of land to build on. 

Living out of a tent, to keep a close 


Liberty Hour bar sign and the bar 
itself (off to right) outside 
Comayagua, Honduras. 


Liberty Hour bar in Comayagua is 
owned by former Marine Larry 
Staley (second from left). The bar 
is more of a club for U.S. troops 
from nearby Palmerola than an 
off-base bar and Staley gets a lot 
of off-duty help from the 549th 
MPs out of Panama, three of 
whom are in the photograph. 


eye on his Honduran work crew, 
Staley put up the main building 
(which consists of the bar, kitchen, 
two bathrooms, a shower and five 
bedrooms) in less than a month. By 
now, he’s probably finished the bar- 
beque pit he was working on when I 
was there, installed a hot shower 
and begun the swimming pool and 
20-unit motel. 

The menu is pretty basic — ham- 
burgers, hot dogs, ham sandwiches 
and french fries — and the beer and 
hard liquor is supplied on a day-to- 
day basis. Staley started on a low 
budget with a small stock of alcohol 
and never anticipated the size of the 
demand. 

For a U.S. serviceman in Hon- 
duras, the Liberty Hour is attractive: 
Country-Western music, VHS 
movies, five waitresses to look at — 
but no touching; Staley wants no 
problems with the MPs — and the 
occasional blowout. The night be- 
fore | arrived, a bonfire cookout had 
drawn 150 soldiers. 

The Liberty Hour draws a steady 
lunch traffic all day from Palmerola, 
about two kilometers down the road, 
and big crowds at night. As a result, 
Staley’s first chore of the day is to 
run into Comayagua and buy more 
beer, soft drinks and ice. “They have 
drunk me out every day,”’ said 
Staley. 

While he’s gone — and sometimes 
when he’s there since he likes to mix 
with the troops — the U.S. Army 
takes over. A soldier, usually one of 
the “Dirty Dozen” from the 549th 
MPs out of Panama, gets behind the 
bar and pitches in as chief bartender. 
The place operates most of the time 
onthe honor system. Ifthe girls can’t 
remember who ordered what, the 
troops do — and they pay. Since 
none of the girls speaks English, and 
almost none of the Americans — in- 
cluding Staley — speaks Spanish, 
you've never seen as much gesturing 
in one place as in the Liberty Hour. 
The troops have also pitched in mus- 
cle and know-how to improve the 
place. 

Liberty Hour has actually become 
more ofan unofficial Army club than 
an off-base bar, and business is so 
good Staley figures by spring he’ll be 
able to head north from time to time 
for Lake Yojoa, home of some mon- 
ster bass. 

Or he might have time to head 
back into the golden rivers of Olan- 
cho, with me along as company. 

Some people like jungles, some 
don’t. I don’t unless there’s gold in 
"em. & 
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encounter from new units are the health 
of the men — malaria, dengue fever and 
infections too numerous to name — and 
broken sights on the Ml6s. 

Under normal circumstances, the 
first week is spent on weapons instruc- 
tion. For the rifleman, the fine art of 
disassembling, cleaning, assembling 
and firing the M16. Because the large 
rifle range, up to 300 meters, is still 
under construction, the soldiers are 
taught to zero their weapons at 25 
meters. In addition, riflemen go 
through a grenade-range course. While 
riflemen do that, the M60 machine- 
gunners, mortarmen, recoilless-rifle 
teams and snipers go through similar 
courses for their weapons. 

While at Trujillo, | was surprised to 
see soldiers walking around with M79 
40mm grenade launchers — the 
famous “Blooker” or “Bloop Tube,” 
named after the sound it makes when 
fired, so loved by Marine grunts in Viet- 
nam. Garcia explained that the Salva- 


WILLIAM WALKER: 
YANKEE 
CONQUISTADOR 


by Jim Graves 


There was no way | could leave 
Trujillo without attempting to find 
the grave of the “Green-eyed Man of 
Destiny.” 

Dead now 123 years, William Wal- 
ker is still an intriguing character. 
Since his death, the 5’4’’, 120-pound 
lawyer-turned-journalist-turned- 
soldier of fortune has had 140 biog- 
raphers. Most have acclaimed hima 
brilliant warrior, but some have 
pointed out that his campaigns 
smacked as much of comedy as they 
did of combat. 

Walker, tabbed also as “The King 
ofthe Filibusters” by newsmen of the 
time, launched three expeditions 
aimed primarily at conquering a 
kingdom for himself and, according 
to legend then and now, establishing 
a system of slavery in Central Amer- 
ica. It’s debatable as to whether 
Walker really believed in slavery or 
was just using the then-controversial 
cause to recruit pro-slavers into his 
army (most of Walker’s recruits 
came from slavery states). 

He left a San Franciso reporting 
job in 1853 and led a band of 45 
soldiers of fortune down to La Paz in 
Baja California. The city was cap- 
tured quickly but Walker’s coup 
attracted the attention of the United 
States and Mexico, and he was 
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Main entrance to the old Spanish 
fort at Trujillo. Soldier of fortune 
William Walker captured this fort 
in August 1860 and was held 
there the following month, waiting 
to be shot. 


forced out of Baja almost im- 
mediately. 

In pursuit of fame and fortune, 
Walker tried to get a piece of the 
concession for taking gold miners 
from America’s east coast to Califor- 
nia across Nicaragua (the three 
possible routes were overland across 
the American plains, which involved 
encounters with several hostile Indi- 
an tribes; sailing down to Panama, 
crossing and then moving back up to 
California, which exposed travelers 
to Yellow Fever, often fatal; and 
crossing Nicaraqua and up). Walker 
showed up in Nicaragua with 58 
Americans in 1855 and, in a four- 


month campaign replete with some 
rather remarkable derring-do, cap- 
tured the then-capital, Granada. 

After winning the war, Walker had 
enough sense to name a Nicaraguan 
as president and himself as com- 
mander-in-chief of the army. The 
various leaders of Central America 
didn’t like his exploits in neighboring 
Nicaragua and soon armies from 
Honduras, El Salvador, Costa Rica 
and Guatemala, as well as Nicara- 
quan rebels, were in the field against 
him. He survived the attack because 
he had been joined by hundreds of 
soldiers of fortune of some talent and 
remarkable courage, including 
Charles Hornesby and Col. Charles 
Henningsen (who became a Con- 
federate general in the Civil War). 

However, Walker started sending 
both his Nicaraguan allies and his 
American troops to the firing squad 
for petty offenses and then made the 
mistake of having himself ‘‘elected” 
president in June 1856. Becoming E/ 
Presidente brought him into conflict 
with the United States government 
and several prominent U.S. 
businessmen. 

Working behind the scenes to oust 
Walker was Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
because Walker was backing a 
group of businessmen competing 
with Vanderbilt for the concession to 
transport gold miners through 
Nicaragua. It may have been Van- 
derbilt who actually brought about 
Walker’s downfall since Vanderbilt 
hired soldiers of fortune Sylvanus 
Spencer and William Webster to 
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lead a series of armed raids from 
Costa Rica against Walker in 1857 
which forced him out of the country. 

But by the spring of 1860, Walker 
was back in Central America with 
another army. A long-standing dis- 
pute between Great Britain and Hon- 
duras over the Bay Islands, just off 
Honduras’ Mosquito Coast, was set- 
tled in 1859 when Honduras got pos- 
session of the islands. This pleased 
neither the English landowners nor 
the English-speaking Black Carib 
natives on the islands. 

Walker set out in the spring of 
1860 with 100 men to Roatan, the 
largest of the three Bay Islands, with 
the idea that he would take the Bay 
Islands first and then use them as a 
launching site to take back Nicar- 
agua, of which he still considered 
himself president. 

The Brits, somewhat suspicious of 
the influx of Yankee tourists to 
Roatan, sent ships of war. 

Walker decided to move onto an 
uninhabited island named Cozumel, 
just across from Trujillo, Honduras. 
Then on 5 August, Walker’s 100 
men, with 40 cartridges per man and 
no artillery, decided to capture Tru- 
jillo, which was protected by a garri- 
son lodged in a fort built in the time 
of the conquistadores. 

Walker’s men landed in a small 
cove some three miles from Trujillo 
and marched to the fort, then took it 
in a 15-minute battle. 

Since Walker’s conquering army 
was composed more of pirates than 
real soldiers of fortune, it fell apart 
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ABOVE: Salvadoran soldier goes 
through prisoner-handling drill 
following surprise ambush of 
another unit. Note that soldiers are 
working in a team. Two riflemen 
cover the ‘“‘wounded prisoner” while 
a third searches him and then 
prepares to secure the prisoner with 
rope. 


LEFT: Salvadoran soldiers rush 
through target area in live-fire 
assault course. 


After his execution, William 
Walker was reportedly buried in a 
shallow grave on the beach which 
was obliterated by the ocean. If 
true, it would appear his body 
was later moved: He now lies in 
cemetery in Trujillo. Townspeople 
said headstone was put up a long 
time ago, but iron fence was 
added recently. 


quickly. The British moved in a 
warship commanded by Norvell Sal- 
mon, and Honduran President San- 
tos Guardiola, fondly known as “The 
Butcher,” brought up 700 troops to 
pressure Walker. On 22 August Wal- 
ker broke out of Trujillo with the in- 
tention of marching south to Nicar- 
agua. By 3 September, Walker’s 
force had been whittled down to few- 
er than 50 by the Honduran soldiers 
in what has been described as “‘des- 
perate fang-and-claw fighting’ in 
the jungles of the Mosquito Coast. 
Walker surrendered to Salmon, 
who promptly forgot his word of 


doran Army units were being issued and 
trained on the M79s as they rotated 
through the RMTC. U.S. troops are 
issued with the M203 over-and-under 
(5.56mm barrel on top and 40mm on 
bottom) rifle/grenade launcher, but 
many grenadiers out there will tell you 
one M79 is worth a bunch of M203s. It 
can’t all be nostalgia. 

It is also during the first week of train- 
ing at the RMTC that troops are taught 
individual and fire-team movement 
under fire and how to select a firing 
point. They also learn how to dig a two- 
man firing position. 

In the second, third and fourth weeks, 
the training advances from squad, to 
platoon, to company, to battalion train- 
ing — depending on how quickly the 
unit progresses. The training routine is 
from 0500 to 1700 during the first week, 
but as the intensity increases, the train- 
ing day gets longer and there is a con- 
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honor and turned him over to the 
Hondurans. Guardiola, “The Butch- 
er,” signed the execution order and 
on 12 September Walker was taken 
out of the fort and shot in a field near 
the beach. The legend is that Walker 
died well; he certainly handled it bet- 
ter than the firing squad did. They 
failed to kill Walker with two volleys 
and a coup de grace was adminis- 
tered. 

All the books | have read on Wal- 
ker say he was buried by Catholic 
priests in a shallow grave on the 
beach, soon obliterated by the sea. 
That “‘shallow-grave-by-the-sea”’ 
story may need a new ending, 
however. 

Using my “border Spanish” I was 
able — with some difficulty — to find 
a cemetery, tucked away in a section 
of Trujillo where the streets were still 
paved with cobblestones probably 
laid down in the last century. The 
overgrown cemetery was sur- 
rounded by a stone wall and locked 
tight, but after a little negotiation 
with the neighbors, | went over the 
wall with a youngster for a guide. 

There I found Walker. 

Even though Walker is hardly 
loved by Central Americans, he had 
a nice tombstone put up by the 
church a long time back and, quite 
recently, some of the townspeople 
had gone together and paid for an 
iron fence to protect his tombstone. 

Whether one agrees with what 
William Walker perceived as his des- 
tiny and that of Central America, 
one has to admire his courage. ®& 
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EGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS — 

This morning was strange. A bit 
before noon I sat in the deserted bar of 
the Hotel Maya, toying with a luke- 
warm Salva Vidas beer and remember- 
ing other wars and other places. The 
muzak system was playing “Proud 
Mary,” the same number that tuneless 
Vietnamese bands thumped out end- 
lessly at BOQ 1 in Saigon, in the last 
days of ’75 just before the collapse. I 
was getting quietly soused. It was 
pleasant, thinking about sitting in the 
Asian darkness, talking to whomever I 
was with that evening and listening to 
the guns at Ben Cat. But that’s another 
story. 

Then a muscular G.I. — not young — 
walked in, wearing a T-shirt that stop- 
ped me in my tracks. It showed a huge 
yellow Vietnamese moon over dark 
jungle, with two choppers silhouetted 
against it. They looked to be early Cob- 
ras and they were flying low, tight and 
fast. The legend above said, “Running 
Hot and Black,” and below, “Sin Loi, 
Victor Charlie.” That shirt had been 
washed a thousand times. The guy had 
been there. 

’Nam was written all over this place, 
at least in a superficial sense. G.I.s con- 
gregated in the lobby just as they did in 
Saigon —the same physically fit, short- 
haired, confident young studs I used to 
know. Even the terrain was familiar. 
Through the plate-glass window the 
mountains rose jagged and steep, co- 
vered with ragged vegetation, some- 
how familiar. The slopes, brilliant green 
and patched with darker growth, 
glowed in incredibly clear tropical light 
that I think of as Asian because I first 
saw it in Da Nang. The peaks were dis- 
appearing fast into a gathering storm. 
Lightning flickered, outlining them with 
a sullen red light. The vegetation took 
on darker hues as the light failed. The 
rain came. Peaks grew blurry in the 
downpour. 

The Central Highlands, | thought. 
The Central everloving Highlands. 

Puerto Lempira — A Chinook came 
fwop-fwopping into this forsaken, flat, 
swampy, essentially roadless expanse 
of nowhere and hovered toward the 
ground. The flightcrew were U.S. Army. 
A mob of Hondos rushed toward it, bent 
over against the rotor wash. A few Hon- 
do troops, small and brown, stood 
around with M16s. They were friendly, 
like most of their countrymen. A hook 
descended from the Chinook and the 
ground crew attached a cargo sling. 
Turbines whining, blades cracking, the 
chopper lifted and sailed off toward dis- 
tant Indian encampments. Another one 
came in a few minutes later. 

The U.S. Army was flying supplies to 
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ABOVE: Army Staff Sgt. Proctor gets 
pulled away from lunch to 
communicate with another unit 
during Civic Action program in 
Miskito settlement. 


LEFT: Marine LVTP-7 rolls out of 
waves onto beach at Trujillo during 
28th Marine Amphibious Unit 
exercise at Trujillo. The LVTP-7 has 
a crew of three, can carry 25 
combat-equipped Marines and has a 
range of 300 miles. Photo: Jim 
Graves 


the Miskito Indians in the northeast to 
keep them from starving. The chow was 
from CARE, and it reached the Indians 
slung beneath CK-47s. The Miskitos 
lived quietly in Nicaragua until the San- 
dinistas decided that the Indians should 
live like good Marxists, which the Indi- 
ans didn’t want to do. Brutality, Central 
America’s most readily available pro- 
duct, followed. The Indians fled. Away 
from their farms, they would starve 
without help. 

Except for the monotonous arrival 
and departure of choppers, it was a 
typical military day, long and slow: Hur- 
ry up and wait. In the operations shack, 
I chatted with the men and women run- 
ning the airlift. Woman, I should say: A 
female G.I. was working the radios, run- 
ning air-traffic control in native Spanish 
and native English. A bilingual. I’ve 
seen a lot of that down here. If we get 
into another war in these parts, we will 
have a hell of a lot of troops who speak 
the language and know the culture. It 
should make a big difference. 

An officer told me things are going 
well. They’ve been at it long enough 
now, using the equipment hard, to know 
how well the system works. 

“This really gives us a chance to 
stretch our wings and see how well we 
do what we are supposed to do. 
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Stateside training is OK, but realistical- 
ly it has drawbacks. The trouble is that 
you’ve always been to the training 
ground before, so you know what to 
expect.” 

Despite the impression given in the 
press, the Army is looking at the man- 
euvers here mostly as a chance to do 
some realistic training. Nicaragua may 
be thinking more deeply about what it 
all means. Anyway, our logistics people 
seem to be getting the most out of it. 
Somebody once said, ‘““Amateurs talk 
strategy; professionals talk logistics.” 
There’s something to it: no bullets, no 
shoot. And in a war in this roadless 
country, logistics will be crucial. 

“And you’ve always got resources 
that aren’t there in the real thing,” con- 
tinued the officer. “You know that if the 
radio doesn’t work and you don’t have 
the right part, you can go down to Radio 
Shack and get something resembling 
what you need. Maybe you have to do 
some weird tricks to make it fit, but the 
techs can do it. Here you’d better have 
‘the part. In fact, here you’d better know 
what the hell you’re doing.” 

They seemed to know what they were 
doing. This isn’t the Army of ten years 
ago. 

As | was boarding a UH-60 to go to 
the Indian areas, a C-130 droned in, a 
bladder-bird — nice phrase — bringing 
gas for the helos. Before it had stopped, 
a man-high bladder of gas started roll- 
ing off the tail-ramp. I watched it and 
thought about how much is written in 
Washington about the incompetence of 
the military. Funny, in a few days the 
Army can slap a runway into untouched 
jungle, toss up maintenance facilities, 
quarters, revetments, gas points and 
the works, and be moving a potload of 
cargo through. It would take Washing- 
ton six months just to decide to do it, 
three years to litigate the contract, two 
years to build the runway wrong, and a 
year to realize it was no longer needed. 
Oh well. 

From a few thousand feet over this 
jungled country, you realize that it’s 
pretty much empty. We raced for a long 
time over green nothingness marked by 
slowly twisting brown rivers, very occa- 
sionally seeing three or four huts on the 
banks. There are zero roads. The side 
doors were open so our feet hung over 
several thousand feet of nothing, a good 
feetmg. Finally our Blackhawk settled 
down in a clearing, and there were the 
Indians. 

Half were barefoot, a sure-fire way to 
get hookworms. They looked like a 
bunch of brown pirates dressed in a wild 
collection of rags and odds and ends. 
Outside of Africa, I have never seen 
people so weather-beaten. They 
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ABOVE: Marine CH-46 Sea Knight 
and CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopters 
orbit above the USS Nassau off 
Honduran coast during Big Pine Il 
exercises. Landing Helicopter 
Assault ships like the Nassau can 
carry 1,903 troops, up to 19 CH-53 
or 30 CH-46s or a mix of these two, 
and AV-8A Harrier VSTOL jets. They 
also have a flooding-type loading 
dock. LHAs, which are actually larger 
than WWII Essex-class carriers, have 
a range of 10,000 miles. Photo: Jim 
Graves 

RIGHT: Army troops perform 
traditional ‘“‘character building”’ 
chore: Pots and pans for the mess 
sergeant. 


swarmed up to the choppers, used to 
them by now. A few months back they 
had never seen an airplane near the 
ground. 

A few Pathfinders out of Ft. Campbell 
squatted in the field, bringing in the 
birds. Chinooks roared in at frequent 
intervals and hovered 30 feet above a 
makeshift log platform, positioning the 
cargo nets over it. The crew hung out 
the windows like kids in a hayloft, 
watching the drop. The supplies had to 
get in quick before the rains made flying 
dangerous. By the time the net hit the 
ground the bird was off for another load 
and the Indians scrambled for the 
goodies. It was a funny thing to watch, 
modern helicopters and Stone Age peo- 
ple. 

The Indians were healthy as Indians 
go: If an American had their problems 
he would check into the hospital for an 
extensive refit. The pot-bellies of starva- 
tion were not in evidence. For the most 
part their only problems are malaria, 
several kinds of worms, rotting teeth, 
untreated infections, parasites, skin dis- 
eases, tuberculosis, high infant mortal- 


ity, eye diseases, weird fevers — little 
stuff. 

Other camps are not so well off. Med- 
techs say they die like flies in some 
places because they refuse to come in 
for treatment until they are too far gone 
to save. They’re all madder than hell at 
the Sandinistas. Things don’t grow well 
here, they told me. They want their own 
land back. A lot of them join the anti- 
communists in the bush. 

Rain began. I ducked into the chop- 
per to wait it out, joined by the crew and 
an Indian dog that decided he liked air- 
planes. The pilot broke out a case of 
Seven-Up. You sweat a lot of water 
away in the tropics. There being noth- 
ing else to do, we started shooting the 
breeze about the UH-60: one slick, fast 
machine. A typical pilot would throw 
his girl to a pack of sexually deprived 
huskies before he’d give up this plane. 
Everybody who flies them has tales of 
their maneuverability. 

“Yeah, we have fighter jocks come 
through, mostly talking about how they 
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ABOVE: Honduran soldier assigned 
to security unit near Puerto Lempira 
watches over food distribution 


process. 


BELOW: Soldiers offload 
transportable fuel bladders delivered 
by C-130. 
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ABOVE: Inflatable MASH hospital 
takes six turbines burning chopper 
gas to keep it up. 


LEFT: In the ‘‘New Army’’ women are 
showing up everywhere; here a 
female trooper holds tent peg in 
place while her male companion 
wields the sledge hammer. 


? 


fly the only real airplanes,” said one 
fellow who flies them. ““Uh huh,’ we 
say, ‘let’s go for a ride.” We don’t really 
do much. Just go down in the trees a 
little. Well, sorta under the trees, 
maybe. I guess most fighter guys don’t 
look up at leaves at 150 knots. Hell, the 
only way I can stand to look at a leaf is 
close up, so I can see it. Anyway, the 
pipejocks usually take it pretty well, 
only puke a couple of times, ’cause after 
that they’re in shock. I just love a fighter 
pilot.” 

Even in the rain, a steady line of Indi- 
ans carried sacks into their village. Kids 
were jumping off the bridge over the 
creek into the stream. The creek served 
as swimming pool, sewer, and source of 
cooking water. See why they have prob- 
lems? 

Puerto Lempira — I boarded a C-130 
for a flight to the field. Somehow a 
junior Time correspondent had gotten 
aboard. She was a little girl about four 
feet high, maybe 23 years old, and 
couldn’t have weighed more than 90 
pounds, including her training bra. She 
had on high heels. We were off to a 
camp in triple-canopy, for God’s sake, 
and she was wearing high heels. She 
turned to me on the troop seats and said 
—so help me, I’m not making this up — 
“Is this a chopper?” 

Oh God, I thought. This is how Time 
gets its news? “‘Yeah,” I told her. “It’s a 
four-engined lateral chopper. New type. 
Flies frontways. It’s still got problems 
hovering, but they’re working on it.” 

OK, so I’m a wise-ass. 


Over Olancho Province — Even from 
altitude this place scared hell out of me, 
imagining I got drafted and had to be a 
grunt. It was mountain country. The 
peaks were high and wild, with ridges 
sharp enough to shave with. The val- 
leys usually weren’t really valleys: The 
slopes come together in a V with no flat 
space between. Patches of mist hung 
everywhere. The chopper was flying at 
the height of the peaks. For an instant 
we raced over thick foliage with bran- 
ches just below the wheels. The next 
second we were way the hell up over 
deep valley. It was like jumping off a 
high building over and over. 

And those slopes, friends and neigh- 
bors, were triple canopy. That jungle 
was as awful as any I have ever seen, 
nasty, roadless, steep and hot. There is 
only one way to fight a war in that stuff, 
at least if I have to do it: Nuke it into 
glass, and wash it with Windex. 

The terrain flattened some and we 
landed in a Hondo military camp in 
jungle. The sun was now out but the 
ground was patched with mud as thick 
and goopy as chewing gum. The base 
was a primitive affair of ramshackle 
huts with soldiers wandering around. A 
military spokesman showed up and told 
me we would go see the fruits of victory 
against the godless communists. At 
that point I realized I was going to get 
the standard Third-World show-and- 
tell, a routine that I have seen in slight 
variation in Israel, Angola, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Taiwan and a few other 
places. 

First comes the lecture about the ex- 
treme patriotism of the local peasants, 
their deep love for freedom, democracy 
and all the rest, and their loathing 
hatred of the evil enemy. It may even be 
true, but you get it even if it isn’t. Ina 
hot, cramped hut the officers went over 
maps while a hundred or so local villa- 
gers tried to squeeze in and watch. The 
villagers were not the least frightened of 
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the soldiers, suggesting that the Hondo 
army has not been brutalizing the 
population. Then we heard about the 
wonderful work of the military doctors 
in fixing up the locals. It was probably 
true. Still, after enough of these things 
you notice that the only time a govern- 
ment gets medical urges is when there’s 
danger of insurgency. If they had med 
teams out in the ‘bush all the time, in- 
surgencies would never get off the 
ground. 
Next comes the display of captured 
weapons. There were lots of them: on 
ponchos out back — mostly M1 6s, afew 
M79s, grenades, some RPGs, and a 
Galil. The best quess is that the bad 
guys are using U.S. stuff from North 
Vietnam ‘so they can pretend that they 
are Honduran citizens in rebellion, not 
infiltrators from Nicaragua. I copied 
down serial numbers for Pete Kokalis, 
to find out where the weapons really 
came from. The Galil was probably 
from the PLO or captured from Somo- 
za’s troops. _ 

_~ The Hondos say they have been cool- 
‘ing a fair number of bad guys by the 

simple but ballsy process of hunting 


Miskito refugees from Nicaragua 
hauling CARE supplies across bridge 
into their camp. 


CH-47 helicopter lifts off with 


slingload of supplies donated by 
CARE for Miskito Indians. 
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ABOVE: U.S. Army UH-60 Blackhawk 
helicopter. 


RIGHT: Aviation mechanic works on 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 


them down in the jungle. A few men go 
out together, stay for days and, if 
they’re lucky, zap a couple of guerrillas. 
The commander says that some of the 
guerrillas have died of hunger and ex- 
haustion: The terrain, as I said before, is 
not the best. They also say they found 
one guy who had been shot by his own 
people, perhaps ina disciplinary discus- 
sion. 

For what it’s worth, the Hondo intel 
people said that something like a hun- 
dred guerrillas were training in Nicar- 
agua for infiltration in coming months. 

Next we saw three alleged Nicara- 
guan prisoners, smallish brown kids in 
fatigues. Since I got to talk to them only 
with armed Hondos around, the inter- 
view didn’t amount to much. 

Finally we went into the jungle to 
meet a patrol which was coming in. The 
jungle interested me more than the pa- 
trol. It was grim: shallow creeks over- 
hung with vines, bugs in clouds, mud, 
steep slopes, foliage so thick you 
couldn’t see ten feet. Within five min- 
utes of walking I was streaming sweat, 
and I’m not out of shape. I’m not sure 
why even a snake would live inthis stuff, 
but lots of them do. 

The patrol appeared more or less 
where it was supposed to, five guys in 
paint and cammies. Their boots came 
out of the mud with sucking noises. 
They had slop from the swamps up to 
their knees, and the rest of them was 
wet from sweat. Most wore headbands 
because there is no other way to keep 
from being blinded by the constant 
trickle of sweat. They seemed to know 
what they were doing. The trouble is 
that the guerrillas may know what 
they’re doing too. 
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Ihad forgotten what real jungle is like 
— the funny silence that sucks up noise 
and strangles it, the dim eerie light that 
makes photography almost impossible, 
the nervousness that comes with not 
knowing what’s behind lush plants with 
leaves the size of fans. And wet feet. 
Thirty seconds after stepping into the 
growth, your feet are wet. They'll stay 
that way for the duration. 

Back into the Blackhawks for the trip ' 
back to Tegucigalpa. The jungle below 
us turned murky and indistinct.as we 
flew through rain. I wish the Hondos 
well, but I’m glad it’s them and not me. 

Comayagua — This is the headquar- 
ters for the whole operation, located 
aboard the Hondo airbase of Palmer- 
ola. Very little here smacks of maneuv- 
ers. It is a staff operation of a size to 
support a major influx of troops. The 
Public Affairs Office says yeah, that’s 
exactly what it is: We’re just practicing. 
They point out that there are almost no 
U.S. combat troops in-country. There is 
some artillery up around Trujillo in the 
far northeast, but that’s really combat 
support. The SF outfits are for training, 
not combat. Only maybe 3,500 gringos 
are here at all. Just big pretend exer- 
cises, see? 


Yeah. And just practicing, we're put- 
ting in several 3,500-foot runways, 
which will handle C-130s. The tent city 
here at Comayagua is attached to the 
national electric grid, and is tapping 
into sewage lines. Wooden hooches of 
the kind we had in ’Nam are going up. 
Some buildings have air-conditioning. 
Practicing. . . right? 

There is pressure for more U.S. in- 
volvement. The Spanish-lanquage pa- 
pers were saying American aid was in- 
adequate. The Hondos, having received 
intel reports that the Sandinistas have 
20 or so Soviet tanks, want anti-armor 
training. Only a small part of the Nico- 
Hondo border is tank country, but the 
Hondos are upset. 

I went to the chopper-maintenance 
area to talk with the mechanics. One of 
them was female. It’s a different army 
these days. They reported that the 
Blackhawks were doing well, seeing the 
beginning of harder maintenance prob- 
lems that come with weeks of brutal 
use, but not a real trouble. It’s a compli- 
cated bird, they said, and you had to 
have good mechanics, but the Army 
did. I wondered what would happen 
when the U.S. economy picked up and 
the services had to take dummies 
again. 

The last stop of the show was one of 
those inflatable hospitals that look like 
rubber quonset huts. You blow them up 
like beachballs and, presto, 65 beds, 
operating rooms, the whole works. I 
had never seen one, having left "Nam 
before they came into use. One of the 
nurses spoke Spanish: That will be im- 
portant before long. The trouble is that 
keeping the damned thing inflated 
takes six turbines burning chopper gas. 
A six-engine jet hospital. The director 
said that the first ward could be put up 
in an hour, though, which is good news 
in bush country. 

As I was getting ready to leave, a 
colonel came up holding a piece of wire. 

“Wire tap,” he said half annoyed and 
half amused. It seems that some of his 
troops had been unable to get use of a 
certain phone line that was always 
busy, so. . .a field expedient. The Army 
runs on a mixture of larceny and coffee. 

Back at Tegucigalpa. The Maya is a 
great hotel. Every morning I'd chow 
down while the fog drifted in, rolled 
across the rumpled slopes, and swal- 
lowed whole villages in creeping mist. It 
was like those gray monsoon mornings 
in Da Nang when the cloud cover hung 
12 feet off the ground for hours. Later 
the Honduran sun burned the fog from 
the higher elevations and the peaks 
glowed with that eerie light, so sharp 
you could count trees on the ridgeline. 
And in the lobby the Gls were coming 
through. & 
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N September 1981, Mario Aguirre 

Rodriquez, an illiterate bread seller 
from Olancho Province, Honduras, got 
the chance of a lifetime. 

Teofilo Martinez, the German-born 
leader of a peasant group in Olancho, 
sent Mario, who had never been to 
school, off to study “literacy.” For a 
Central American campesino, the abil- 
ity to read and write is the difference 
between being poor and rich. 

Twenty-two months later, in July 
1983, Mario returned to Honduras. He 
and 96 companions made their way to 
Olancho on little-used trails, at night, 
wearing dark-green uniforms, carrying 
rifles and headed for an area marked on 
aviation maps: “relief data incom- 
plete.” Mario was headed into some of 
the toughest, meanest terrain in Cen- 
tral America: a land of jagged, jungle- 
covered mountains, no roads, few trails, 
almost no people, little drinkable water 
and even less food. 

Mario was now a Honduran com- 
munist guerrilla. 

The mission of Mario and his com- 
rades was to establish a camp in the 
mountains. They were not to fight; in 
fact, they were to avoid contact with the 
Honduran Army, and concentrate on 
building bunkers, safe houses, food- 
and arms-storage facilities, and train- 
ing guerrillas. Their comandante, Pablo 
Mendoza (all the guerrillas used a nom 
de guerre), working through his agents 
like Teofilo Martinez and two Catholic 
priests, one named ‘“‘Mario’”’ and 
another named “Father Guadalupe,” 
planned to recruit more guerrillas in the 
villages of Olancho Province and send 
them up to the mountain camp to be 
trained. 

On 1 August, Mario and a companion 
were sent some distance from the main 
camp to build a rest hut. 

They never returned. Mario and his 
comrade walked to Juticalpa where 
they surrendered to Honduras’ 11th In- 
fantry Battalion. Mario told the army he 
wanted to surrender because “I never 
agreed with what they were going to do 
— to come and fight in Honduras.” 

Later in August, Mario, Jose Nicolas 
Castro Flores (who left another group of 
guerrillas in July) and Lt. Ramon Arturo 
Colindre (who deserted on 8 August 
from the Olancho group) were selected 
from a group of 15 former guerrillas by 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine Publisher 
Robert K. Brown and me to be inter- 
viewed. Their story agreed with in- 
formation told to other journalists by 
the other 12 former guerrillas being 
held in protective custody by the Hon- 
duran Army. 

All three had been recruited under 
false pretenses, sent to Managua, 
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UH-60 helicopter sweeps over river 
in thick-jungled Olancho Province, 
Honduras. Photo: Rick Venable 


Nicaragua, and then to Cuba, where 
they were enrolled in the Ernesto Che 
Guevara, or P-30, School. Mario and 
Ramon were returned to Nicaragua in 
1983, armed and became part of a com- 
munist band which was sent across the 
Honduran border to set up the com- 
munist base camp in Olancho. Jose had 
a similar experience. 


OLANCHO 
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ABOVE: At least three Catholic 
priests were involved in recruiting 
communist guerrillas in Olancho. 
These propaganda materials, 
“Catechism For War Time’”’ and 
“Reflections on Honduran 
Marxist-Christianity,’’ and a wooden 
cup used in administering the 
Catholic Eucharist sacrament were 
probably from the personal 
possessions of ‘‘Father Guadalupe,”’ 
the nom de querre of Canadian 
desuit priest James B. Carey, who 
died as a result of starvation and 
dehydration while running from 
Honduran soldiers. Photo: Rick 
Venable 


Jose, 21, single and clean-shaven, 
had been a farmer. Mario, 29, not mar- 
ried but father of four, sold bread. 
Ramon, 31, single and father of two, 
was also a farmer. All were born and 
lived in Olancho Province, which is 
generally east and north of Honduras’ 
capital, Tegucigalpa. Olancho is 
sparsely populated, underdeveloped 
and not completely mapped. Olancho 
and the province to the northeast, Gra- 
cias A Dios (“Thanks To God’’), are 
part of Miskitia (the land of the Miskito 
Indians that generally comprises the 
Atlantic coasts of Nicaragua and Hon- 
duras), and have jungles thick with 
mahogany trees and rivers laced with 
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ABOVE: SOF Publisher Robert K. 
Brown takes notes while translator 
Marty Casey (right) talks with former 
Honduran guerrillas Mario Aguirre 
Rodriguez (second from left) and 
dose Nicolas Castro Flores. The two 
young men essentially were 
shanghaied from Honduras, 
transported to Nicaragua and then 
Cuba, where they were forced to go 
through a guerrilla training school. 
They turned themselves in to 
Honduran officials when they 
crossed illegally into Honduras. 
Photo: Jim Graves 


ABOVE, BELOW: These Nicaraguan 
guerrillas were captured in i 
Honduran Special Forces sweep of 
Olancho. Photos: Rick Venable 


ABOVE: SOF's Rick Venable with 
Ml16s taken from communist 
guerrillas. Photo: Rick Venable 


gold. Both these valuable natural re- 
sources are there for the taking — ifyou 
have the equipment and a way to get 
them out of Olancho. Campesinos have 
neither. 

Ramon, like Mario, was recruited by 
Martinez. He told Ramon he had 
arranged for him to attend a school for 
political- and agrarian-reform training 
in San Pedro Sula, Honduras. Traveling 
together, Mario and Ramon were sent 
first to Tegucigalpa. There, they were 
told that their destination had been 
changed to Manaqua. Passports were 
obtained for them by collaborators in 
Tegucigalpa and they were sent on to 
Managua. 

This did not bother either of them. 
Although some people had become 
suspicious of Nicaraqua’s two-year-old 
Sandinista government by 1981, that 
suspicion had not worked its way to 
rural Olancho Province. To the campe- 
sinos in Olancho, Nicaraqua was just a 
Central American country with which 
Honduras had enjoyed friendly rela- 
tions for a long time. 
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Jose’s story was similar. He had been 
introduced to a Catholic priest named 
Bernardo Gulian through his cousin. 
Gulian, a Frenchman, was a member of 
a Catholic sect called Celebrators of the 
Word. Gulian told Jose he could 
arrange for him to attend an auto- 
mechanics school in San Pedro Sula; 
his destination was also changed to Ma- 
naqua after Jose was en route. Jose said 
he was never worried; that he actually 
looked forward to traveling to another 
country and “besides the church was 
responsible, so it was okay.” 

Jose arrived in Managua on 3 July 
1981 (Ramon and Mario, in a group of 
12, came on 20 November). The next 
day, Jose was taken to Augusto Cesar 
Sandino International Airport in Man- 
aqua and put aboard a Cubana de Avia- 
cion airplane. Even that did not worry 
Jose. It was his first airplane ride and he 
thought the plane was going to another 
city in Nicaragua. 

Once they were off the ground, the 
destination was announced: Havana. 
“That’s when I got nervous and started 
to cry,” said Jose, “I thought they 
might kill me.” Jose had joined Latin 
America’s “disappeared.” 

In Havana, Jose learned he was 
traveling in a group of 20 Honduran 
“recruits.” They were met at the airport 
by a man named Osmani, who 
shepherded them first to a hospital for a 
physical, and then on a bus for a two- 
hour ride to Pinar del Rio Province. Jose 
said the camp they were taken to was 
near the town of San Cristobal, between 
the Loma del Taurete and Loma del 
Solon ranges, which would place it ab- 
out 80 miles west of Havana. 

The new recruits were lined up in 
front of one of the barracks and found 
out that they had arrived at School P- 
30. They were told that in two days their 
political/military training would start. 
By then Jose knew that he would not 
receive “literacy training.” He was ina 
school for querrillas. 

He did not know — and never learned 
— that he had actually landed in the 
Ernesto Che Guevara School. Nor did 
Ramon or Julio ever know that they 
were being trained at a school named 


TOP: Russian F-1 and American M67 
hand grenades were taken from dead 
or captured guerrillas in Olancho 
Province. Photo: Rick Venable 
CENTER: 40mm rounds for M79 
grenade launchers taken from 
shanghaied guerrillas. Photo: Rick 
Venable 

BOTTOM: Weapons taken from 
guerrillas included Israeli 5.56mm 
Galil assault rifle, M60 machine gun, 
Russian RPG-2 grenade launchers 
and PG.-2 grenades. Photo: Rick 
Venable 
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for the infamous Latin American quer- 
rilla. To them, it was known simply as 
P-30. The official name of the school 
was revealed in 1981 by some captured 
Columbian M19 guerrillas, who had 
gone through the school in 1980. 

P-30 rules forbade the Hondurans 
from talking to students in other bar- 
racks; in fact, they were not allowed to 
go more than 25 meters from their bar- 
racks unescorted. However, the Hon- 
durans learned that the camp consisted 
of 30 barracks designated “School P-1, 
P-2,” etc. The camp housed Costa 
Ricans, Panamanians, Guatemalans, 
Salvadorans, Bolivians, Chileans and 
other groups of Hondurans. 

The training routine was similar for 
all the schools. Each morning the re- 
cruits studied politics (the history of 
Cuba, Marxism and Leninism) for three 
hours, and spent the rest of the day in 
practical classes on military tactics, 
communications, reconnaissance, 
topography, military sanitation, first 
aid, engineering, marksmanship, 
weapons familiarization, demolitions, 
heavy-weapons training and one sub- 
ject called “enemy army.” All instruc- 
tors were Cuban. 

Based on Ramon’s description of the 
courses, the training was thorough and 
weapons training was incredibly com- 
prehensive. 

In the area of infantry arms, the 
troops learned to disassemble, clean, 
assemble and fire the U.S. M16, M1 
Garand, M1 and M2 .30-caliber car- 
bines, M3 .45-caliber submachine gun, 
Browning .30-caliber machine gun, 
M60 machine gun, M2 .50-caliber 


Continued on page 87 


Map 1 (top) shows area of Honduras 
where communist querrillas 
operated. Map 2 (middle) shows 
approximate route of guerrillas into 
Honduras from frontier crossing 
west of Bocay, Nicaragua. Guerrillas 
crossed over near Siminca River, 
then went northwest to near Porte! 
del Inferno (Gate to Hell) and finally 
north along Patuca River. 


dose Maria Reyes Matta was leader 
of communist guerrillas tracked 
down by Honduran Special Forces in 
Olancho Province last August. Mata 
(photo in inset was taken in 1970s) 
was killed in action. A Honduran, he 
attended Patrice Lumumba 
University in Moscow and according 
to communist sources fought with 
Che Guevara's band in Bolivia. 
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by Richard of S.M.G. 


66 ELLO, Special Missions Group? I 
need 20 foreign automatic 
weapons to be used by the CIA on a training 
program at The Farm. I also need eight 
handguns for a CIA pistol range. Can you 
supply four AK-47s and your men to train 
four terrorists to take over an American 
Embassy? In addition, we need 75 Com- 
Bloc weapons for an arms cache in 
Czechoslovakia. Can you deliver?’’ 

“‘Of course.”’ 

Double-agent spooks negotiating triple- 
cross schemes against American and Rus- 
sian governments? No. This is “‘Hollywood 
North”’ in Toronto, Canada, and the person 
placing the order is prop master for the film, 
The Amateur, starring John Savage, Marthe 
Keller and Christopher Plummer. 

The order is typical of many placed with 
Special Missions Group, Ltd. (SMG) — 
three firearms collectors who rent weapons 
and expertise to Canadian film makers. 

About three years ago, tax breaks de- 
signed to develop the nation’s film industry 
attracted movie makers to Canada. When 
they set up shop, they found that they would 
be unable to bring firearms from American 
rental companies across the border. Guns 
were being written out of scenes and com- 
panies were limited in the types of action 
films that they could attempt. 

When the producers of The Amateur 
came to Canada, they hired prop master 
John ‘‘Frenchy’’ Berger. Weapons were re- 
quired, so Berger phoned his friend 
Richard, a gun collector and well-known 
small-arms expert, to see if he could help. 
And it was with this phone call that SMG 
was born. Richard and two of his friends, 
Ron (a former RCMP and Ontario Provin- 
cial Police officer) and Rocky (a helicopter 
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MOVIE MERC 


Richard of SMG is the nom de guerre 
of the founder of Special Missions 
Group, Ltd. Since establishing SMG in 
1980, he has worked with the Canadian 
film industry in many capacities: renting 
weapons, providing technical advice, 
orchestrating stunts and battle scenes 
and even appearing before the cameras. 

Richard also owns a construction 
company in Toronto and holds a B.A. in 
Political Science from York University. 
He has given lectures and demonstra- 
tions as a civilian adviser to the Cana- 
dian Army, and he was an observer with 
the Israeli Army during the Yom Kippur 
War in 1973, spending time in the Golan 
Heights and Suez. He was in Lebanon 
recently as a guest of the Israeli Army. 

Richard has written articles for the 
Canadian Defense Quarterly. This is his 
first contribution to SOF. 


BELOW: Actor Ed Lauter, leaning against 
tree with MI6A1, prepares to assassinate 
John Savage in Czechoslovakian 
border-crossing scene. 
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ABOVE: Actress Chapelle Jaffe rounds up 
hostages in The Amateur with Czech vz.58 
assault rifle. 


LEFT: An example of the type of uniforms 
that SMG can supply: original PLO 
camouflage fatigues, kafiyeh and Romanian 
AKMS with plastic magazine. 


pilot with 10 years’ experience in the Cana- 
dian armored and reconnaissance corps), 
had new jobs. 

To the movie people, it was clear from 
the beginning that Richard, Ron and Rocky 
were professionals. In the first scene of The 
Amateur, the terrorists were to walk into the 
““embassy’’ and call out, ““Line up against 
the wall!” SMG was determined to make 
this scene convincing. They put it to the 
actors simply: ‘‘If you’re terrorists, you 
terrorize!’’ So they trained actors Nick 
Campbell, Miguel Fernandes and Chapelle 


Jaffe in the methods and tactics of real-life 
terrorists — weapons use, dealing with hos- 
tages and cover and movement techniques. 

Actor Campbell later said in a television 
interview, ‘‘Without these guys’ help, we 
couldn’t have had the explosive introduc- 
tion to the film. Thank God they came along 
to teach us about the weapons and how they 
were used. The film wouldn't have hung 
together at all without the proper terror in 
the first 11 minutes.’’ 

Psyched up after SMG training, Jaffe be- 
came the German terrorist she played, 
spending the next several days terrorizing 
the film crew and extras on the set. She crept 
around corners and climbed down fire 
escapes, stalking and attacking unfortunate 
crew members who would suddenly find 
themselves looking down the muzzle of a 
Czech vz.58 assault rifle. 

Campbell was trained to immobilize and 
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manipulate prisoners by grabbing them by 
the scruff of the neck, bending them over 
backward, and shoving an AK-47 into the 
small of their backs. When he demonstrated 
this new-found technique to the actress who 
played his victim, she said, ‘‘Oh, darling, 
that’s too violent. We won’t do that. We’ll 
just play it by ear.”’ 

Campbell tumed to SMG’s Ron and con- 
fided, ‘‘That’s too good a move to leave 
out. Let’s do it anyway.’’ On camera, 
Campbell swiftly carried out his moves, 
causing the terrified actress to whimper hys- 
terically — and realistically. 

SMG learned something about their own 
skills when actor/terrorist Fernandes said, 
““Why do you look more professional and at 
home with the weapon than I do?’’ 

Richard answered, “‘It’s because you use 
it as a prop and I use it as a weapon. I think 
about how [ would have to employ it and 
you’re just holding it.’’ 

SMG training techniques are based on the 
understanding that most actors have never 
fired a gun, and if they have, it was only 
with blanks. They must be taught to balance 
themselves to counteract recoil and to re- 
spond to the action of their weapon. They 
must also learn to be alert and prepared for 
peripheral threats and to turn with the muz- 
zle following the direction in which their 
eyes are moving — all basic stuff to anyone 
with military weapons training. 

SMG also arranged for the equipment 
necessary to various scenes. AK-47 blanks 
were imported from Finland. Blank-firing 
adaptors (BFAs) had to be tapped with met- 
ric threading. Much experimentation was 
required to size a BFA for each caliber. 

One scene, ostensibly on a CIA range, 
used 20 automatic weapons, all different, 
all shooting different blank calibers, all fit- 
ted with different BFAs. Among the 
weapons were Ml6s, AR-10s, CAR-15s, 
Galils, AK-47s, vz.58s, vz.25s, Sterlings 
and UZIs. The blanks came from Norway, 
Finland, Sweden, the United States, Cana- 
da and France. (Unfortunately, the scene 
was cut out of the final picture.) 

Another scene would take place at a 
police indoor shooting range. The special- 
effects man was all set to rig targets with 
explosive squibs to simulate bullet hits. 
When Richard discovered that squibs cost 
seven dollars each, he told Director Charles 

Jarrott, ‘‘Why not use real bullets? Pll 
charge you 35 cents a shot.’’ 

Film people never use live rounds on a set 
and were petrified at the thought. All per- 
sonnel firing on the range were experienced 
SMG marksmen. The only actor on the 
range, John Savage, was given blanks to 
fixe and Richard stood in the next firing 
position to him, firing live rounds into Sav- 
age’s target. From 10 yards, Richard placed 
every shot in the 10 ring with his Colt Gold 
Cup. Savage was thrilled, saying, ‘*When 
you do that on camera, my fans will love it 
and I'll look great!”’ 

Unfortunately for Savage, the director 
took Richard aside and said, ‘‘Remember, 
Savage is an amateur. I want you to hit 
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anywhere on the target except in the mid- 
dle.’’ In the finished film, you can see the 
dismay on Savage’s face as the targets are 
brought back. 

In a scene which was supposedly located 
on the Czech border, SMG equipped 30 
border guards with ComBloc weapons. It 
was the first of many sad experiences the 
group had with gun-carrying extras. 

Two men in a jeep had to be real Czecho- 
slovakians who spoke the language; there- 
fore, SMG men could not be used. The two 
extras were required to leap from the jeep, 
run to a hilltop, fire a burst from one 
weapon, then run down the hill. 

Terrified about the danger of an 
accidental discharge, SMG taught the extra 
(with blanks in his AK-47) to remove the 
safety only after he reached the firing posi- 
tion. Finally, after many frustrating strug- 
gles and three ruined takes, he was able to 
manipulate the safety within a reasonable 
length of time. He was so proud of himself 
that he opened fire — as his comrade step- 
ped in front of him. The authentic Czech 
actor turned to his gun-shooting comrade 
and screamed, ‘‘SHEE-IT!”’ 

Needless to say, several more takes were 
required. _ 

For the film, The Wars (a World War I 
epic based on the book of the same name 
written by Timothy Findlay), Ron gave 
advice on such things as what a batman 


ABOVE: SMG specialists portray CIA 
trainees at ‘‘The Farm” in rifle range scene 
from The Amateur. Note Sterling SMG, G3 
rifle and AKMS. 


LEFT: Richard (on left) wears Egyptian 
uniform and carries Russian AK-47, Rocky 
(in middle) wears Rhodesian camouflage 
and carries M16 with M203 grenade 
launcher. Ron wears British DPM 
camouflage and carries Armalite AR-10 
with heavy barrel and bipod as made for 
Portugal. On board across top: German MP 
44 assault rifle. Vertical on board, left to 
right: AKMS, AKM, Czech vz. 58V, East 
German MPiK (AK-47), Chinese Type 56-1 
(AKMS), Chinese Type 56 (AK-47). On 
ground, left to right: Degtyarey DP, 
Chinese RPG-2, Russian PPSh-41, German 
MG 42. 


would wear and how he would address his 
officer. Unfortunately, the film company 
had hired a female researcher who would 
not listen to any advice. 

She had seen a picture in a book and 
mistook walking-out dress for combat 
dress. She sent soldiers into battle without 
canteens or spare ammo pouches, even 
though the film company had imported 
mountains of WWI webbing and equipment 
from England. SMG fought with the direc- 
tor and got their way some of the time, but 
only when they felt it was vital. 

The film was based on a book in which 
the hero uses a 455 Webley automatic (not 
the revolver). Not only is this gun very rare, 
but it had to be engineered to fire blanks. (It 
was necessary to have special dies and brass 
made to make blanks.) Other guns supplied 
for this movie were 455 Webley revolvers, 
No. 1 MK Ill Lee Enfields, Lugers, a scoped 
German Mauser sniper rifle, and Lewis and 
Maxim machine guns. 

During all filming, SMG men sleep and 
eat with their guns, never letting them out of 
their sight. This is standard procedure. 
Guns are not sent to the set to be used by 
actors without supervision. They are taken 
by SMG people to be properly secured and 
their use supervised. And with good reason. 

One of the gun-rental calls which SMG 
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ABOVE: Ron (in middle) and film crewmen 
prepare for house-clearing exercise during 
gold mine robbery. 


RIGHT: Ron (standing at left in padded 
jacket) with Czechoslovakian border 
guards. Note PPSh-41 submachine guns, 
AK-47 rifles, and Degtyarev light machine 


gun. 


received was from the First Blood film, 
starring Sylvester Stallone. SMG was asked 
to supply 60 weapons for a Vietnam flash- 
back scene. The film was to be shot in 
northern British Columbia, away from 
home base. The only security which the film 
company would supply for the guns was a 
locked prop van. This was totally inade- 
quate. SMG refused to supply the movie 
unless the location for this one scene was 
shot closer to home base where security 
could be guaranteed. 

After SMG’s refusal, the film company 
received special dispensation from British 
Columbia’s attorney general to bring in 
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automatic weapons from a Hollywood- 
based company. The Americans shipped the 
guns with no advisers and no security. A 
total of 54 firearms were stolen from the 
locked van, including M16 rifles and M60 
machine guns. They have not been found. 

The film, Police Academy, starring Kim 
Cattrell and Steve Guttenberg (both of Por- 
ky’s fame), made movie stars out of Ron 
and Rocky. 

Ron and Rocky were hired to teach actors 
how to play rough-and-tough drill instruc- 


LEFT: Infantry section outfitted by SMG as 
WWI Canadian soldiers in film, The Wars. 
Note Lee Enfield No. 1 Mk IIIs and Lewis 
Gun. 


tors on the model of Lou Gosset in An 
Officer and a Gentleman. The director, 
Hugh Wilson, watched Ron and Rocky 
coaching the actors who were to portray the 
police drill instructors. 

Suddenly he said to them, “‘You do the 
scene. When I say, ‘Action!’ both of you 
start dressing down the recruits. The scene 
goes for three minutes. Make up your own 
lines.”” 

They began, one at each end of the line of 
recruits (extras), heaping abuse on them. 
Within moments, the entire film crew, who 
had never seen how a real DI can merciless- 
ly torment some unfortunate recruit, was 
convulsed with laughter. As they finished, 
everyone broke into applause. Two stars 
had been born. 

In one scene, five-foot-seven-inch Rocky 
was required to berate the famous six-foot- 
eight-inch football player, Bubba Smith (in 
the role of a recruit). Rocky, finding it dis- 
concerting to speak to a belt buckle, 
screamed, ‘‘You come down here so I can 
give you hell!’” Bubba Smith contorted his 
body down for the nose-to-nose confronta- 
tion. 

Ron and Rocky were each given dressing 
rooms with their names and stars on the 
doors. The company masseuse began mas- 
saging their necks and backs before and 
after scenes to ‘‘ease the tension.’’ Com- 
pany cars with chauffeurs were put at their 
disposal. Their meals were sent in from the 
finest quality caterers. 

The Dead Zone, a film starring Martin 
Sheen and Christopher Walken, provided 
SMG with considerable excitement. The 
prop man, Peter Lauterman, required one 
rifle. He had been taking various types of 
old rifles to Canadian director David 
Cronenberg, but none of them suited 
Cronenberg’s vision of what he wanted. _ 

Lauterman was desperate as there were 
only three days left before the rifle was 
needed. He called SMG and described in 
detail his understanding of what the director 
wanted. Richard’s only solution was to cus- 
tom-make the rifle from an old military 
piece. SMG’s gunsmith, Al Hobbs, worked 
all night creating a masterpiece which 
matched Cronenberg’s vision exactly. The 
director was so pleased that he asked SMG 
to do other work on the set such as supplying 
special handguns, rifles, blanks and uni- 
forms. 

Martin Sheen had to commit suicide in 
one scene. Richard demonstrated to the 
director that the HK P7 pistol was empty 
and was about to do the same for Sheen. 
Cronenberg, a firearms enthusiast, played 
with the gun before handing it to Sheen. 
Sheen then picked up the gun and placed it 
against his temple. 

“If he shoots himself like that,’’ Richard 
told the director, ‘‘there’s a chance that the 
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SOF EXCLUSIVE 


SOF CONDUCTS 
FIRST TEST OF 
NEW RUSSIAN 


EODY ARMOR 


Text & Photos by Tom Smith 


N October 1983, SOF Publisher Robert 

K. Brown was presented with a Soviet 
body armor vest liberated by Afghan Free- 
dom Fighters from a high-ranking Soviet 
officer who had no further need of it — or 
anything else for that matter. 

SOF’s first examination revealed an exit 
hole in the upper-right rear quadrant which 
— we learned from our Afghan friends — 
was caused by a .303 British full-metal- 
jacketed bullet. From the angle of incidence 
illustrated by the bullet’s scar on the plate, 
the bullet must have entered the front of the 
soldier’s neck, just above the armor. A 
well-placed shot. 

The vest consists of two panels joined 
together at the shoulder by a hook-and-pile 
fastener like Velcro, reinforced by nylon 
straps and double D-rings. This alone was 
interesting in that, so faras SOF knows, it is 
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TOP: Titanium plates in vest miked at .056 
inch. 


ABOVE: Evidence of Soviet vest’s last 
official duty: .303 British exit hole starred 
with regular fissures typical of titanium. 


the first piece of Soviet equipment built with 
hook-and-pile fasteners. The vest covers a 
five-foot, ten-inch male from neck to groin 
in front and neck to top of the hips in back. 
The front and rear panels do not meet at the 
sides of the torso. The outer cover of each 


panel is dark-olive-drab nylon and each 
panel has 12 nylon envelopes which hold 
overlapping titanium-alloy plates to cover 
the layered, Kevlar-like fabric body of the 
vest. The vest weighs 10 pounds. 

The designation of the new Soviet mili- 
tary vest is unknown. Although SOF has 
learned that Russian vests constructed of 
Kevlar-like cloth have been collected in the 
past, the ‘‘Afghanistan Vest’’ is different 
from previous types. The ‘‘Kevlar’’ in 
SOF’s vest is not the same as the aramids in 
other Soviet vests, and this is the first time 
the Russians have combined ballistic cloth 
with titanium plates. SOF, calling on scien- 
tists and experts in body-armor design and 
materials, set out to determine the ballistic 
properties of the vest, metallurgical com- 
position of the plates and origin of the Kev- 
lar-like material. In addition, direct ballistic 
tests were conducted on the vest. Finally, I 
conducted a wearability test to compare 
“‘theirs’’ versus ‘‘ours.’’ 

The titanium plates in the vest are con- 
tained within nylon envelopes and are 
attached to each other by thin cloth straps 
that keep the plates in an overlapping fish- 
scale configuration, increasing the ballistic 
cloth’s strength while keeping some of the 
cloth vest’s flexibility. Slightly curved to 
better fit the contour of the torso, each plate 


POLICE PROFESSOR 


Tom Smith is an old friend of SOF. 

Experienced in all police weapons and 
tactics, ‘Tom has made a special study of 
ballistic armor. His advice in these mat- 
ters is sought by large and small police 
departments all over the United States. 

Some of Smith’s most interesting 
work is with police-related psychology. 
Part of his career, at present, is com- 
posed of a series of consultant’s con- 
tracts for teaching hostage psychology, 
and the care and treatment of the police- 
man who has killed in the line of duty. 

He is certainly the man to tell you and 
us what’s what with the latest Soviet 
ballistic armor. 


BALLISTIC PLATE 


ANALYSIS 

Analyte Result 
Tron 0.11 
Silicon: 0.02 
Copper 0.01 
Aluminum 4.5 
Molybdenum 3.6 
Vanadium 1.6 
Tungsten 5.5 
Sulfur 0.002 
Carbon 0.027 
Phosphorus 0,007 | 
Titanium Balance 
Results are reported in percent by 


weight. 
< = less than 
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measures 4,7x4.2x.056 inches. The plates 
nearest the shoulders are concave and have 
the outermost comer clipped to reduce res- 
triction of movement. The titanium plates 
account for six pounds of the vest’s total 
10-pound weight. 

The body of the Russian vest consisted of 
30 layers of cloth made from 300-denier 
(denier is the measure in grams of the 
weight of 9,000 meters of a particular yarn) 
aramid yarn woven into a common diagonal 
twill. The exact chemical composition of 
the Soviet ballistic fabric is not yet known, 
but its physical characteristics — high ten- 
sile strength and low elasticity — suggest it 
is a fiber much like Kevlar. 

Kevlar was invented some 18 years ago 
by Du Pont research scientist Stephanie 
Kwolek. Du Pont named this nylon hybrid, 
generically referred to as aramid, Kevlar. It 
is widely used in the aerospace industry and 
in the manufacture of automobile tire belts. 
In 1971 Du Pont discovered that certain 
weaves of Kevlar were capable of defeating 
bullets. 

Most Kevlar is woven so that yarns alter- 
nately pass over and under each other at 
90-degree angles. This ‘‘plain cloth’’ has 
the same strength and elasticity in either 
axis, Since its strength is not directional, 
plain cloth can be layered for increased 
strength without regard for alignment. 
When used in body armor, 1,000-denier 
Kevlar 29 is usually woven 31 strands to the 
inch vertically and horizontally. In this con- 
struction, its bullet-defeating properties are 
amazing. 

Excluding the consideration of velocity, 
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ABOVE: SOF challenges Soviet vest with 
9mm UZI. 


BELOW: Two captured rounds of 9mm 
NATO steel-jacket ball, still caught in 
American Kevlar-fabric vest. 


ABOVE: Fabric comparison: Background is 
darker Soviet ballistic cloth, 
medium-texture fabric is 1000-denier-yarn 
Kevlar and coarsest weave is Keviar plain 
cloth made of flattened 1500-denier strands. 


which will make a difference in capturing 
ability of Kevlar, a Level I vest employing 
eight Kevlar layers will defeat a .38 special 
158-grain round-nose bullet. A Level IIA 
vest (14 to 16 layers) will defeat most .357 
magnums, 9mm soft and hollow points, and 
some American-manufactured full-metal- 
jacketed 9mm bullets fired from four- to 
five-inch barrels. Level II vests (17 to 20 
layers) will defeat all the aforementioned 
rounds plus the hottest .357 magnums, all 
U.S. 9mm rounds, and most .41 and .44 
magnum rounds. Level III vests (22 to 26 
layers) are able to defeat nearly all standard 
handgun ammunition. Tactical vests (24 to 
30 layers) are reserved for heavy-duty situa- 
tions and are designed for hostage-rescue 
teams, counterterrorist units, tactical teams, 
and military and paramilitary units. They 
are bulky, heavy and restrict mobility, but 
offer more coverage and will usually defeat 
foreign 9mm rounds fired from submachine 
guns. Level III vests and tactical vests with 
hard plate inserts, steel or ceramics usually, 
will defeat 7.62mm and 5.56mm, or simi- 
lar, bullets fired from rifles. 

The Soviet ballistic fabric is woven in a 
twill, passing each weft (horizontal) yarn 
over two or more warp (vertical) yarns. This 
makes a diagonal pattern on the fabric, and 
allows the more loosely-woven yarns to 
slide relative to one another, making the 
fabric more elastic in one axis than in the 
other. Plain cloth fabrics have equal 
strength in either axis. Thus 30 layers of 
Soviet 300-denier ‘‘Kevlar’’ is not as strong 
as 30 layers of Western 1,000-denier Kev- 
lar. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 71 


To determine how well the Russian vest 
of titanium plates covering the ballistic 
cloth worked, SOF conducted ballistic 
tests, firing a number of rounds into the vest 
from both submachine guns and rifles. 

When the experts blasted the Russian 
vest, they learned that it was capable of 
defeating foreign and domestic 9mm full- 
metal-jacketed bullets fired from a variety 
of submachine guns, but was incapable of 
defeating more powerful rounds. 

U.S. 9mm ammunition is loaded to lower 
velocities compared to foreign 9mm 
rounds, many of which are high-velocity, 
high-pressure rounds for submachine-gun 
use. Many of the foreign bullets feature a 
mild steel jacket and, since steel is harder 
than copper, the round tends not to deform 
upon impact, but to keep on penetrating. 

Without the titanium plates, the ballistic 
cloth of the Russian vest was penetrated by a 
Winchester-Western 9mm 115-grain full- 
metal-jacketed round fired from an UZI 
submachine gun at 15 feet, using ballistic 
gelatin as a backing material. With the tita- 
nium plates, the 115-grain Winchester 
round and the Canadian 115-grain sub- 
machine-gun ammunition fired from the 
same UZ] was defeated with little backface 
signature, or deformation in the gelatin. 
Dynamit-Nobel-manufactured NATO 
steel-jacketed 9mm rounds were also de- 
feated. 

Thus, the titanium performs its function 
— for a great price in wearability and com- 
fort since it adds six pounds to the total 
weight and its rigidity severely restricts 
movement. One major question that has yet 
to be answered is what happens when tiny, 
high-speed fragments strike the titanium. 
Past tests of many types of hard armor (vests 
enhanced with ceramic or steel plate inserts) 
indicate a propensity for the projectile to be 
deflected off the plates into a different direc- 
tion rather than being captured. This would 
make the Soviet soldier’s extremities targets 
for these secondary missiles. 

Because of the exit hole in the vest when 
it arrived, we already knew that .303 British 
penetrates the vest and tests showed so 
would .308 Winchester (7.62mm NATO), 
.223 Remington (5.56mm NATO), .30 


LEFT: SOF art assistant Kyle Smith tries 
on Soviet ballistic vest. BELOW: Russian 
flak jacket is covered in nylon, with 
strength provided by titanium plates in 
nylon envelopes and layered ballistic fabric. 
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ABOVE: SOF and U.S. labs tested the 
latest Soviet body armor. UZI and ammo 
used in SOF tests rest on bullet-dented 
ballistic gelatin, RIGHT: Soviet vest 
components; titanium plate and four-ounce 
twill fabric contrast with light-colored 
Kevlar swatch. 
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ABOVE: Side view of vest shows under-arm chink in Soviet armor. 


Shoulder detail illustrates vest attachment: 
first known Soviet use of hook-and-pile 
fasteners similar to U.S. Velcro. Note lack 
of neck protection. 
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Carbine or the USSR’s 7.62x39mm and 
5.45mm rounds. All are in common usage 
worldwide and all penetrated with ease. 

Thus, the Soviet vest is basically a ballis- 
tically enhanced ‘‘flak vest’’ rather than a 
“bulletproof vest.’’ 

A side-by-side examination and compari- 
son of the Soviet vest and the standard U.S. 
flak vest was our final step. 

The U.S. vest, which does not have hard 
plates, has 16 layers of 1,000-denier Kevlar 
and weighs from 6-10 pounds, depending 
on the size. It is capable of defeating Amer- 
ican 9mm and some foreign 9mm, but not 
penetrating 9mm from submachine guns. It 
does, however, offer full protection from 
the waist to neck and has a collar which 
gives some protection to the head from re- 
directed fragments. 

One of the most overlooked aspects of 
tactical body armor is the wearability. I 
wore both the U.S. and Soviet vests for 
eight hours each. Even after this brief period 
of time it was painfully obvious that the 
Reds simply haven’t done their homework 
in the area of human engineering. While it 
offers a slightly higher level of ballistic pro- 


tection over its U.S, counterpart, the price 
one pays in the form of added fatigue, 
muscular strain and overall discomfort, to 
say nothing of dramatically reduced mobil- 
ity, makes it clear that the U.S. ‘‘flak vest’’ 
is a better choice. 

In addition, because of the way the Rus- 
sian vest fastens at the shoulder, there is 
absolutely no protection for the shoulder, 
neck or collarbone area. It should be further 
noted that there is virtually no coverage for 
the wearer’s sides. 

Another disadvantage of the Soviet vest 
was its heat-trapping characteristics. The 
American flak vest, which is loose-fitting, 
allows a large measure of body heat to dissi- 
pate with evaporated sweat, while the 
Soviet vest traps body heat and allows no 
heat dissipation because the vest straps so 
tightly to the body. This may not be a major 
problem in winter in Afghanistan, but in 
warmer climates, the Russian vest will un- 
doubtedly create a high number of heat- 
fatigue casualties. 

The Russians have produced a vest which 
will stop all 9mm fired from submachine 
guns but the trade-off is that it is heavy, hot, 
restricts movement, is uncomfortable for 
extended wear, and leaves shoulders and 
Sides unprotected. And in vests the old rule 
is: ‘If you can’t wear it what good is it.?’’ 

SOF can guess why the Russians have it. 

Since they don’t place a high priority on 
the comfort or continued existence of indi- 
vidual soldiers, the vest project probably 
developed with materials from other, high- 
er-priority technologies with the usual mini- 
mum of human engineering involved. 

Titanium — which is stable at high 
temperatures, lighter, stronger and more ex- 
pensive than steel — is used in the construc- 
tion of MiG 25s and Russian Alpha Class 
submarines. Since the USSR has large tita- 
nium resources, price on Western markets is 
not a factor. Leftover titanium from those 
projects is a cheap way of enhancing the 
vest’s ballistic properties with the trade-off 
of increased weight and decreased mobility. 

Where did the technology to make the 
Soviet ‘“Kevlar’’ come from? 

From the beginning, SOF was puzzled by 
the fact the Soviet aramid cloth was woven 
from yarns of two different colors, and there 
was an unusual feel to the fabric. 

In most of the West, petroleum-base lub- 
ricants are used to weave the fibers together. 
A chemical examination of the fibers in the 
Soviet ‘Kevlar’ revealed that the Russians 
were using coconut oil. 

Coconut oil lubrication of aramid fibers is 
a process used by the Teijin Chemical Com- 
pany of Japan. 

The USSR is famous for ‘‘borrowing”’ 
technology from the West and it would 
appear the boys from the KGB may have 
gleaned the information on how to manufac- 
ture and weave aramid ballistic cloth from 
Japan. Or could the Japanese company be 
supplying the finished cloth to the Rus- 
sians? Some of the experts who have looked 
at the cloth and the chemical analysis be- 
lieve the latter. 

Ah, so. Got’cha Ivan. ® 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 73 


74 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


ABOVE: Al Nordeen — dressed in 
current-issue Czech sniper’s smock — 
test-fires Kokalis’ ‘Communist 
Cadillac.” This unusual photo shows 
propellant burn illuminating bore after 
bullet leaves barrel. 


LEFT: Good design in action: in full 
recoil, no moving parts touch the hand. 


RIGHT: Photo of grip shows solid, 
smoothly modeled safety and 
ergonomic grip tang. 


BELOW: CZ 75 ready for action. 
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Canadian 


Connection Makes 


Czech Pistol Accessible 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


DMIRED by all, imitated by some 
and previously thought attainable 
only at exorbitant cost, the much- 
coveted CZ (Czech) 75 pistol is actually 
readily available to those willing to untie 
some red tape. 

Designed by the brothers Josef and 
Frantisek Koucky at the Ceskos- 
lovenska Zbrojovka, Narodni Podnik in 
Brno, the vz. (model) 75 is a successful 
blend of innovation and the best fea- 
tures of several other well-known pis- 
tols. 

The CZ 75 owes little to its immediate 
predecessor, the Model 52 pistol, which 
operates with a locking system taken 
from the German MG42 GPMG and is 
chambered for a more potent loading of 
the ComBloc 7.62x25mm bottleneck 
cartridge. Chambered in 9mm Parabel- 
lum, the Model 75 does not seem to 
have been engineered for the Czech 
military, but for Western and Third World 
police and military markets. That’s not 
really surprising, since the Czechs have 
been major arms merchants to the world 
since the inception of their nation in 
1918. 

The CZ 75 is short-recoil-operated 
and the locking system has been mod- 
ified from the Browning Model 1935 
(HiPower) and Swiss SIG P210. Two 
lugs on top of the barrel fit into corres- 
ponding recesses in the slide when the 
weapon is in battery. A barrel nose, 
which is part of the barrel forging, is 
slotted and retained by the slide stop 
pin. As the slide moves rearward, the 


barrel is forced downward and unlocked 
by the slide stop pin. This is an improve- 
ment over the swinging link and pin used 
on the Colt M1911A1 pistol. The recoil 
spring and its guide seat into a hollow 
below the barrel, just as with the HiPow- 
er. The head of the guide is dimpled to fit 
a depression on the front face of the 
barrel nose. The pinned, pivot-type ex- 
tractor has also been gleaned from the 
HiPower. 

The hammer mechanism is a remov- 
able sub-assembly — a composite of 
those found in the Russian Tokarev T- 
33 and SIG P210 pistols. Like the SIG 
P210, the slide rides on rails machined 
inside the receiver. This system reduces 
side-play, provides a longer bearing sur- 
face and enhances the pistol’s inherent 
accuracy potential. Current versions of 
the CZ 75 have side rails an inch longer 
than earlier models. 

The CZ 75 can be carried either 
cocked-and-locked — the method pre- 
scribed by aficionados of the venerable 
M1911A1 — or with the hammer down 
on a loaded chamber, in which case the 
first round can be fired double-action. 
The double-action mechanism differs 
from ail others: A wrap-around trigger 
bar engages an L-shaped interrupter 
pinned to the hammer and connecting 
the two components. Pulling the trigger 
in double-action pushes the trigger bar 
and interrupter to release the hammer at 
the end of the cycle when the upper 
surface of the trigger bar is forced down 
by the sear housing’s shoulder. 
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After the first round has been fired, the 
slide recocks the hammer and forces the 
disconnector to release its connection 
with the lower portion of the sear. This 
allows the sear to pivot rearward to re- 
engage the full cock notch. A unique, yet 
simple system, it provides the CZ 75 
with the smoothest double-action trigger 
pull (at just about nine pounds) |! have 
ever encountered on a semiautomatic 
pistol. 

The single-action pull, however, was 
scratchy enough to grind the enamel off 
your teeth. A condescension to safety 
frequently encountered in military pis- 
tols, this irritation was quickly remedied 
by Burke C. Hill, Jr., one of the South- 
west’s premier pistolsmiths, who care- 
fully reduced the sears depth of en- 
gagement on the hammer. The un- 
checkered trigger now breaks cleanly at 
exactly four pounds on single action. A 
half-cock notch was recently added to 
current production models. 

The thumb safety is located in the 
proper place on the left side of the re- 
ceiver above the grip panel. Of ade- 
quate size and comfortable shape, it can 
be activated only with the hammer at full 
cock and doing so will not drop the ham- 


mer. Using a modified Weaver hold, with , 


both thumbs over the lever, the safety is 
easily deactivated. Placing the lever 
back on safe from the Weaver hold is far 
more difficult. A facility hole has lately 
been added to the safety lever, expedit- 
ing disassembly of this part. 

The 15-rd. magazine has been cloned 
from the Browning HiPower. It differs 
only in capacity and construction of the 
follower, which is plastic. The magazine- 
release latch is located where it should 
be, immediately to the rear of the trigger 
guard on the frame’s left side. But herein 
lies my only serious criticism of the CZ 
75. Magazines do not fall freely out of 
the magazine well (which is not beveled, 
as others have stated). They must be 
manually extracted with some effort. In- 
herent in the design, there appears to be 
no quick fix for this defect. 

The high-profile fixed sights are excel- 
lent. The tapered ramp front sight is 
0.105-inch thick. The rear sight’s square 
notch is 0.110-inch wide. The rear 
sight’s exposed corners are well- 
rounded to prevent snagging. 

The steel frame, which contributes to 
the CZ 75's overall weight (empty, 2.2 
\bs.), appears to be a machined forging, 
not a casting as reported by Jane's. The 
fit and finish are flawless. Again, not sur- 
prising, as the Czechs have had 65 
years to get their act together. The ex- 
terior surfaces are polished to a high 
luster and all milling marks removed. All 
radiused surfaces exhibit perfect align- 
ment. The blued finish is superb. 

Everything fits together with just the 
right amount of tightness. The barrel’s 
rifling cuts and chamber dimensions 
have been fabricated to the closest 
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possible tolerances. The barrel’s ex- 
terior finish is absolutely peerless. The 
barrel, slide, frame and two issue maga- 
zines all carry the pistol’s serial number, 
in the Teutonic fashion. 

The ergonomics applied to this pis- 
tol’s design are of the very highest order. 
The grip tang is exactly the right length 
to prevent the hammer from abusing the 
web of your hand. The grip frame’s dis- 
tinctive hump melts into the hand as 
though it were a custom-fitted pros- 
thesis. The grip-to-frame angle is per- 
fect and target acquisition is conse- 
quently swift and positive. 


CZECH CZ 75 
SPECIFICATIONS 


WEIGHT: with empty magazine 2.2 
Ibs, 

LENGTH: overall 
BARREL LENGTH 
CALIBER 9mm Parabellum 
OPERATION: Shoft-recoil; semi- 
automatic only; two-lug locking 
system; exposed, double-action 
hammer; can also be carried 
“cocked-and-locked”..for first-round 
single-action fire. 

MAGAZINE: Staggered box type, 
single-position feed, 15-rd. capacity 
SIGHTS: Fixed, high-profile, square 
notch rear, ramp front 

PRICE: With plastic grips, approx. 
$624; with walnut grips, approx. $656 
{includes 55-percent duty) plus 
transportation charges 
MANUFACTURER: Ceskosioven- 
ska Zbrojovka, Narodni Podnik in 
Brno, Czechoslovakia 
DISTRIBUTOR: Pragotrade, Dept. 
SOF, 307 Humberline Drive, Rex- 
dale, Ontario M9W 5SV1, Canada. 
Phone: (416) 675-1322 


8.12 in. 


Those accustomed to Browning- 
designed pistols will find no enigmas in 
disassembly of the CZ 75. Remove the 
magazine and make certain no cartridge 
remains in the chamber. Bring the ham- 
mer to full cock. Pull the slide rearward 
about 0.25 inch until the disassembly 
notches on the left side of the frame and 
slide are aligned. Press down and in- 
ward on the slide stop pin protruding 
from the right side and withdraw it from 
the left, using the lip of the magazine's 
floor plate as a pry. Ease the hammer 
down completely and pull the slide for- 
ward to remove it from the frame. Sepa- 
rate the recoil spring, guide and barrel 
from the slide assembly. The firing pin 
and spring are retained by a firing-pin 
stop identical to that of the M1911A1. 
Take care when disassembling these 
components as the firing-pin spring is 
considerably stronger than the Colt 
Government Model’s and capable of 
propelling the firing pin with almost lethal 


force. Reassemble in the reverse order. 

My CZ 75 has now consumed more 
than 1,000 rounds without a single fail- 
ure. The ammunition included Federal 
115-gr, jacketed hollow-points, Reming- 
ton 124-gr. full-metal jackets, Israeli 
Military Industries’ black-tipped FMJ 
submachine-gun ammo and some 
corrosive Yugoslav SMG cartridges. 
The absence of felt recoil is quite notice- 
able. However, it appears to be a func- 
tion of human engineering rather than 
weight, as the pistol weighs but an 
ounce more than the Beretta 92SB. 

The CZ 75 also scores high marks for 
accuracy potential and hit probability. 
Rapid two-shot sequences with the first 
round fired double-action and the 
second single-action produce consis- 
tent two-inch groups at 15 meters. The 
pistol shoots to point-of-aim at 25 
meters. 

But, can you obtain this communist 
Cadillac for anything less than the 
$1,100+ scalper’s price? Yes indeed. 
Brno firearms are imported into Canada 
by Pragotrade (Dept. SOF, 307 Hum- 
berline Drive, Rexdale, Ontario, M9W 
5V1, Canada). Their price for the CZ 75 
is $390 (U.S.) which includes an extra 
magazine and plastic grip panels. The 
military version, with phosphate (Park- 
erized) finish, a Colt Commander-style 
hammer, lanyard ring and wood grips is 
not available from Pragotrade. Walnut 
military grip panels are $20 extra if 
ordered with the pistol. Additional maga- 
zines are $24 each. That’s the good 
news. The bad news is that Czechoslo- 
vakia has “Unfavored Nation” status 
with the United States and their products 
are subject to a 55-percent duty. 

To purchase a CZ 75 from Prago- 
trade, a licensed firearms dealer must 
write to the BATF (Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, Washington, 
DC 20226) and obtain an ATF Form 6, 
which is an Application and Permit for 
Importation of Firearms, Ammunition 
and Implements of War. It takes about 
three to six weeks for the Form 6 to be 
processed and approved after return to 
the BATF. All the form’s questions are 
self-evident, except that paragraph 8g, 
Serial No., should be answered, “to be 
submitted on Form 6A.” 

When it has been approved, the Form 
6 will be returned to the dealer with two 
copies of ATF Form 6A. Xerox the 
approved Form 6 and send it along with 
your payment to Pragotrade. Within two 
weeks the pistol will be shipped (by air 
freight, F.O.B. Ontario) to your local U.S. 
Customs branch. The dealer must then 
clear U.S. Customs by properly execut- 
ing the Form 6A and paying the duty. He 
then sends his copy of Form 6A back to 
the BATF and that’s the end of the mat- 
ter. The total cost will come to about 
$624 plus shipping charges. At this price 
one of the world’s primo 9mm pistols 
becomes a palatable proposition. ® 
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eo ys, WOODLAND 
— ee ge BATTLEDRESS 


“‘Tf it’s material and gaseous,’” Nesom rie ie aca a mane 
said softly, ‘‘it’s explosive. Nitro-humus is ' ¥ ; UTILI I IES 
both of those. It’s a low-order explosive. I & ; 4 : Get the best in military Woodland Camouflage! 
can blow it.” “de My ped Our BDUs are mil-spec in quality and construc- 
‘It’s USAID property,’’ I replied. ‘ tion. Tough 50/50 nylon/cotton twill and 
Nesom shrugged. ae reintorced elbows. seat & knee areas insure long 
‘*Have it your way. You wanna blow a Sa \a Service. ‘ 
ie ae, one ‘ ohthatton — posi- : 2 Sizes XS to XL regulars. Longs in S, M. L only. 
tion.”’ Yat BC71, BDU Coat $22.95 postpaid 
‘What are you going to use for an in- ; ae BT71, BDU Trouser $22.95 postpaid- 
itiator?”’ I asked. He picked up one of the Se : 
loose sticks of dynamite. BDU PATROL ,AP 
“‘About 900 feet a second, I think.’’ He JE g. Specification quality. Sizes: 7. 7%. 7%, 73. 
searched his memory for a demolition fig- . a CCP-5, BDU Cap $7.95 
ure. ‘‘One stick to each barrel.”’ I took the "ig 
stick from him, its paper wet with glycerine. LC2 EQUIPMENT BELT 
“It’s coming out of solution,”’ I said. Pai : F 
“Stuffs probably a hundred years old.”’ a a eee Hep Tes He Aer LSide Sue 


“It still makes a bang.” 
“What if we don’t have enough?’’ 


‘Maybe we can make some more,”’ he ~The Weoelly Pull Ee 


thought out loud. 
Sometimes it’s necessary to back off and ens 

take a long look at field ingenuity — ‘‘ex- Military Sweater 

pediency,”’ they call it. We had come in- 100% Pure Virgin Wool 


country with only a few pounds of demo per 


team. No one had seen a necessity for it. Twill reinforcing shoulder & elbow patches. 
Someone had said, ‘‘If you need demo, get Developed for British Commando units during 
it from your district warehouses ... or WWII. Now used by the U.S. Army. Air Force. 
make do.” I ran down the pharmaceutical Marines. and Coast Guard. Extra tough. extra 
2 es : Z warm. even wet. Ideal uniform wear. Sizes 34 to 46. 
list in my explosives manual to see if there Crew necks Olive Green. Navy .-Black. V-necks in 
was anything we could buy on the open Navy, Air Force Blue. Army Black. Dark Brown. 


market. 

Dynamite is a damned fine cratering 
charge because it shakes instead of shatters. 
It’s composed of 75-percent nitroglycerine Made in England 

a) - bl “ 7 ‘ BSG 
ing organic matter, If Lwere to.atennto =| BRIGADE’S AMERICA FIRST TEES 
make something, it would be ‘‘Bend- ‘ Show your colors today! 


Prices Slashed - Now Only $39% 
WP-70, Military Camoutlage $4495 


Rock,’’ a little more difficult to put f r) Our Grand Republic copy gy 
together, but what the hell. If you’re going Se. righted designs are 
to take a chance, you might as well take a a destinctive and proud. 
chance. Forty-percent nitro, 40-pecent ni- ay, Full color printing on our 
trate of potash, 13-percent cellulose, seven- ' Qe medium weight 50/50 T- 
percent paraffin. Cook it. AMER: ov:tam shirts. Choice of Olive 

Any of you terrorists out there expecting APRS igen Green. or Black Shirts. Dont Run 
to sit down and make this formula, be care- Oe nate des. NL: XL. Your choice, 
ful. It has to be combined under heat. Like jonly $8.95 ppd. BPT3 
the nuts who put pressure and heat to ether ie. “ ‘ 3 yay 
in order to make PCP, the end result can 4 4 /AM 0 UF L AG E: : : 
often be dangerous. I decided not to take the COMMANDO WATCHBAND 
chance, # Protects while concealing glare and nighttime glow! Tough 

Before I found out about the dynamite in . ~  packcloth in Woodland Camo with Velcro” closures for the 
the warehouse, I had tried across the a, “4 crystal strap and double-lock wristband. Secure & protect 
Mekong where they were building a new willl nn your wristwatch. Measure wrist to the largest '4” size. Order 
road in Thailand. We crossed in the middle CB21, Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. - 
of the night, Ranger-fashion, in two Lao ~ Select from Olive, Black, or Navy. Type 8 Nylon Web, only 
canoes, and trudged the long 10 miles up a 
dirt road to the construction ganghead. No Send for your FREE copy of our Basics For Life Catalogue. You'll find hundreds of essential items for Survival. Military. 
one was there. Paramulitary. Police, Hunting and Camping Use. 

Good thing. No one had seen us. Bad Send Check Money Order or charge to Visa or Mastercard 
thing. There was nothing that looked like a pat ines Fovegn orgers must Seas i Seto ae 
demo shed. But there was a small D-3 bull- TOTAL Eee Name 
dozer. U Send FREE catalogue Address 

**Christ!’’ everyone said, ‘‘let’s take it! 4 Brigade 3 
We’ll paint it Aeris on the other side!”’ oe ae Ltd. Ce jl 

But the bulldozer operator must have Chayethon Oaassyiir Bunkoea aie aly 
anticipated our coming. He’d removed the Call (404) 428-1234 Money Back Guarantee 
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Fabrique Nationale has harnessed centuries of military expertise to bring 
you a sporting rifle with unparalleled long-range accuracy, reliable perfor- 
mance and steadfast stopping power. Feel the quality. Experience the 
excitement. Live the legend, All from Fabrique Nationale, whose heritage 
ae to 14th century Europe, Napoleon’s army and the American 
Revolution. 


FN-LAR. The ultimate semi-automatic sporting rifle in .308 calibre and 
without peer. Brought to you from the meticulous workshops of Fabrique 

Nationale—the world’s foremost name in military weaponry and suppliers to 
armed forces of more than 90 free countries. 


ACCOUTREMENTIS. To further enhance 
the capabilities and precision of the FN-LAR, we 
offer accessories crafted to the same 
painstaking standards as the rifle itself— 
Magazines, Scopes, Removable bipods, 
Webb sling, Tool Kit, Armours manual, 
and Cleaning kit...to name a few. 


NOW. Don’t delay. You owe it 
to yourself to discover the quality, the 
excitement and the legend behind the 


FN-LAR. It’s the finest semi-automatic 
Fife money can buy! Petiod! FABRIQUE NATIONALE 


— 


For more information, contact your nearest quality sporting goods dealer. 
Or, for a color brochure and an FN arm patch, send $4.00 to: 
Department FN Sports, Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 6607, Birmingham, AL 35210. 


STARLIGHT SCOPE 
AN/PVS-4 


2nd Generation 


fuel pump and taken it with him. I kicked 
the tractor in disgust. 

*“Anyway,’’ I reasoned out loud, ‘thow 
would we ever get it back across the river?”’ 

Because the little bulldozer figures in la- 
ter, and the construction company might 
still be looking for their property, it’s best 
not to reveal how, one night about a month 
later, we found a fuel pump and the little 
D-3 did disappear. It was still clanking 
away merrily when I left Pakse in 1960. It 
had been painted pink. 

A well-trained Green Beret never leaves 
the objective without something to show for 
his efforts. We burdened ourselves with ev- 
erything not tied down. Then we trekked the 
10 miles back to the Mekong, loaded our 
canoes, and slipped back into Laos. The 
Bull would have commended us for our 
‘raid,’’ but he would have locked all of us 
up for jumping the frontier. If caught, we 
might have given away the secret that there 
were Green Berets working in Laos under 
cover. 

Nesom and I took the nitro-humus, The 
word ‘‘Nitro’’ was underscored with an 
evil-looking sign that meant it might be 
something dangerous; the humus was de- 
cayed organic material. Our alternative 
demo was coming out of a fertilizer can. I 
don’t really like to remember the day we 
tried it. 

Dynamite can be exploded with a high- 
velocity bullet, but there was no way of 
knowing what speed we had to reach to 
ignite the nitro-humus. We would treat it as 
a gas and prime each can with one-half stick 
of dynamite, hoping that the subsequent 
explosion didn’t simply rupture the can and 
scatter its contents. 

There was also the question of safety. 
Nothing in the book indicated how many 
foot-pounds of pressure nitro-humus would 
exert. We went to the tables for a ‘‘hell- 
devil’’ machine, a dust initiator, and found 
that grain bin silos burn (explode) at a rate 
depending on compression. If we tamped 
the charges with wet sand and rock though, 
the subsequent explosions might bring the 
whole hillside down on us. I lengthened the 
firing wire to 300 yards. 

“‘Theard about a guy in Korea that went in 
a field latrine and lit a cigarette,’ Nesom 
joked. ‘‘Threw the burning match in the 
hole under him. Forty boards later and a ball 
of flame, the guy staggered out, barbecued 
asshole and smelling of shit.’ We laughed. 

““Gas is gas,’’ he added. ‘‘Confine it and ' 
it’s gotta explode. Me, I’d never throw a 
lighted match in a shitpit.’’ He bent over 


and tightened the seat of his trousers. ‘‘See? 
My ass is too big. Works like an oversized 
gasket.”” 

T’ve never understood the propensity of 
some demo men to add hazard to an already 
hazardous job. A simple explosion never 
seems to be enough. It has to rend, shatter, 
rip apart with violent force. Destroy totally. 
It wasn’t just good enough that we only had 
to loosen the earth in order to scoop it out. 
Nesom winked slyly. 

“‘l’m gonna throw rocks into the next 
military district.”’ 

‘‘God, I hope not,’’ I said to myself. 


New Current Military Issue 
FEATURES 
© 500 to 700 Meter Recognition Range 
e 25mm 2nd Generation Image Intensifier 
e 4 X Optical System @ Illuminated Reticle 
® Muzzle Flash Protection 
@ Manual Tube Gain Control 
New w/Reconditioned Image 
$2850 Intensifier (80 Day Wty.) 
New w/Factory New Image 
$3350 intensifier (1 Yr. Wty) 
Add $15,00 UPS 


€xcalibur Enterprises 
P.O. box 266 Emmaus, Pa. 18049 
(215) 967-3443 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
® Night Vision Sight 

® Daylight Filter # 2 Batteries 

® Combat Eye Guard 

® Manual and Cleaning Kit 

@ Vinyl Field Bag 

® Metal Storage Chest 

@ AR15/M16 Mount 


“Night Vision Is Our Only Business” 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 
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“That’s 50 miles away! 

The Day of the Big Boom was festive. 
Prince Boun Gum was there to watch, as 
were some high-ranking French legion- 
naires from Savannakhet, just off the mom- 
ing supply plane with a few hours to kill. 
Our French counterparts had brought them 
out to see the range, which by now was 
beginning to look like a miniature Stateside 
installation. The little pink bulldozer was 
shaving away sand from the abutments and 
one of the French — I had a feeling he was a 
colonel or better — nudged me with his 
elbow. 

‘‘Pourquois?’’ he asked. ‘‘You do not 
have those little clasped hands stenciled on 
le tracteur. You know. The sign which say, 
‘Donated by the Etats Unis.’ ’’ He winked 
to one of his comrades in arms. He had a 
feeling we had appropriated the bulldozer. I 
used tact. 

“‘Jamats, General.’’ His shoulders 
straightened that I would call him a general. 
“It was red, a communist tractor. In paint- 
ing it white, the color came out pink.’” I 
laughed, a bad lie perhaps, but as a military 
man who'd most probably ‘‘appropriated”’ 
a few things in this lifetime, he understood. 

“‘Bon!”’ he laughed, and looked down- 
range. “‘And now, the explosion?’’ Nesom 
dragged the 20-cap hellbox to the French- 
man’s side. He pulled up the handle, 
attached the wires, and gestured to the plun- 
ger. 

**You care to do the honors, Sir?” 

I don’t know why I think of the poem, 
“‘Casey At The Bat,’’ each time I remember 
that day, but I do. There’s something in the 
suspense of the last stanza about the oppos- 
ing team at Mudville as Casey stood up to 
the plate. Our apprehension was electric. 
No one knew what would happen. The 
**seneral’’ smiled and took the plunger’s 
handle in both hands. I cautioned him to 
wait. Nesom cupped his hands to his mouth 
and shouted for everyone to take cover. 

“‘Nuong luong!’’ he yelled in Lao, 
“Ying dai! [Everyone take cover! We’re 
going to fire this thing!]’’ And then to the 
Americans there, ‘‘Fire in the hole!”’ I nod- 
ded to the officer. 

‘Feu, mon General [fire].’* The plunger 
went down. 

Sometimes things hang in suspended 
animation, quietly for a moment. Those 
who have been in a hard fire fight have 
known the feeling: For a brief moment of 
silence before the first round was fired it 
was as if God were playing umpire, study- 
ing His watch and waiting for the second 
hand to come around. Then, all hell would 
break loose. It was so with us. - 

The air seemed to buzz as the electrical 
shock ran down the 300 yards of firing wire 
to the hole where the first charge was 
primed. Not just primed, but double- 
primed. From there, the other 10 charges 
were linked to the first with det cord. They 
would ripple off the first at the rate of 6,500- 
feet-per-second, a micro-second later, im- 
perceptible in time. Instantaneous. 

The current reached the first cap. 

There was an underswelling of earth. 
Even here, three football-field lengths 
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GROUP 5 TAKES CARE OF 
THE EQUIPMENT THAT 


TAKES CARE OF YOU! 


GROUP 5 fabricates the finest interfacing 
modular equipment and weapons transport systems 
available to law enforcement and combat personnel. 
GROUP 5 systems are setting the standard for 

S.WA.T. Teams in major cities and Tactical 

‘ ‘ Combat Forces in the U.S. and Europe. 
NK «... Because we understand that when seconds count 
there is no place for second best. 
Send for full line systems catalog: 
GROUP 5 INC. COMBAT/TACTICAL 
- 204 E. California, RO. Box 911 
Gainesville, TX 76240 


1-800-433-5753 


Visa & MasterCard accepted. 
GROUP 5 INC. © 1983 


Authorized Dealers: 
Martial Arms Inc., 3508 Tulane Ave., New Orleans, LA 70119 504-482-4020 


$2ea, 


The Origina) BUMPER STICKER 


3”x15" Quality Outdoor Vinyl 


Mail To: 

Russia Sucks Novelty Messages 
Suite 80 Dept. D-1 

306 W. 15th Street 

Panama City, Florida 32401 


Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery 


(2 or more $1.50 ea.) 
Dealer Prices Available 


Cash & Money Orders Shipped immediately 
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Steiner’s 7x50 Commander is among the 
brightest and the best binoculars ever made. An 
integrated compass and rangefinder enables 
you to determine your own location, or the loca- 
tion of an object or target any time, day or night. 
Objects appear bright even though barely visi- 
ble to the naked eye. 


Steiner’s 6 x 30 Combat is one of the world’s 
most versatile binoculars. Designed for field use 
and jungle combat under dense tropical foliage. 

From rolling waves to the shaky and bumpy ride 
of an all-terrain vehicle. The 6 x 30 Combat pro- 

vides the steadiest view no matter what 
situation. 


7” 


GERMANY 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 


DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 © DUNKIRK, MD, USA 20754 
PHONE (301) 262-2500 


T-SHIRTS wie 


Blue, Gold, Green, Gray 


RING-NECK 
T-SHIRTS 


1, green seid gemen Li, blue w/dk blue, Grey. w/bHk trim 


BASEBALL SHIRT csr so, kin 


Steiner's 

Commander 
and 6x 30 
Combat 


Steiner's 6x30 and Commander feature: 

¢ Rugged Rubber Armoring 

e Lens caps and strap 

® Multi coated optics 

* Optional military modifications such as com- 
bat reticles 

© 5-Year warranty 

Other Steiner Military-Marine models: 8 x 30— 

compact & powerful. 7x35 Wide Angle, 

7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 

15x 80—highest powered hand-held binocu- 

lars, Rifle Scopes, Electronic Image Intensifiers, 

Laser binoculars, and Periscopes. 


Call our Instant Info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1-800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 


PIONEER & CO.., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 


WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of 
MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 


ony 7.95 | SHEATSHIRTS 442.50 
wi8.50 CAPS tm on 1.95 


ONE SIE FITS ALL 
ony | 1 50 


(cr SS 


Specify Shirt Type, Color, Style & Insignia No. 


U.S. Special Forces (#1) 
U.S. Special Forces Spec. Oper. (#27) 
U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (#137) 


ao AIR rik 


vv 


U.S. Abn. Wings 


German - 55 Deaths Head (#19) 
German - Waffen 5S Runes (#18) 
Deaths Head with Crossed Rifles (#151) 
| Got Screwed in Vietnam (#159) 
Foreign Legion Insignia (#156) Merc, - 


CAMO T-SHIRT wooains ony 6.00 
BOONE CAP canouitaye, on, sHixt 
CAMOUFLAGE MARINE CAP swun.... 
Mae eRe ksce CAMOUFLAGE BANDANA - 


MasterCard, Visa, Personal Checks 
(Minimum. credit card order $15) 
MONEY ORDERS 
SHIPPED AT ONCE 


Personal Checks & Charges Allow 
4Weeks for Delivery 


FREE SHIPPING 
FORU.S., APO, FPO & CANADA 


No C.0.D. Overseas Add 30% 


SEND $1 for COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG WITH OVER 175 DESIGNS 
& 65 AWARD CERTIFICATES 
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(Master #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 
Rhodesian - Security Force (#12) 


Rhodesian - Kings African Rifles (#34) 
j t 


Men's sizes S, M, L, XL 

U.S.M.C, = Insignia (#2) 
U.S.M.C. - Force Recon (#9) 
US. 104st Airborne (#7) 
173¢d Airborne (#155) 

U.S. Army Ranger (#26) 

tst Cav. - Airmobile (#42) 
Military Police (#132) 

U.S. Navy SEAL (11) 
British - 5.4.5. (#13) 

British - Royal Marines (#17) 
Scottish - Blackwatch (#20) 
This Body For Hire (#158) 


ts seine omy 1.00 
wr6.00 
our d.00 
ony 2.00 


NYLON TACTICAL WATCHBAND o«4.50 WALLET o«v6.50 


(Camoullage, 00, Black) 


away, the ground trembled. The combined 
efforts of nitrogen, fecal waste, potassium 
and building gases went to work. They ex- 
ploded within themselves, one initiating the 
other, a veritable chain reaction. They grip- 
ped the wet tamped rock and sand around 
them and began to shake it, struggling to 
reach the surface and a new supply of ox- 
ygen. 

The first orange-green sign of exploding 
gases pimpled out of the rock bed that held 
them and wrested free, ripping and tearing 
as they sought escape. There was a secon- 
dary explosion as flame ignited that. And 
then came a thundering, a deep-throated 
rumble, as the ultimate explosion tore the 
granite-hard rocks from their foundation 
and sent them skyward, up toward the little 
fluffs of cumulo-nimbus rain clouds that 
hovered over the range. Up and over the 
little hillock that separated Kilometre Cinq 
from populated Pakse. 

The French general made a little circle at 
his temple with one finger as he boarded the 
waiting C-47 for Savannakhet. 

“Les Americaines sont fou!’’ he said. 
His aide-de-camp translated for the rest of 
us. 

“*The general enjoyed the day,’’ was all 
he said, and then quickly climbed on board. 
The engines coughed, caught, and the plane 
taxied away. We watched it take off, then 
went to the little tin shack beside the runway 
that served hot Bierre LaRue poured over 
dirty ice. I sipped. Team A-34 sipped with 
me, all of us deep in our own thoughts. 
Finally, someone broke the silence. 

“*A rock went through the restaurant 
roof.” 

“Anybody hurt?’’ 

He shook his head. ‘‘Scared hell outta the 
mamasan though.”’ 

““Anyone see where the prince took off?”’ 
I asked. 

‘*Across the river,’’ someone else 
answered. ‘‘I think he went to his ville.”’ 

I rubbed the ice-sweat from the glass with 
a finger, idly. Then I stood, gulped the last 
of the beer and headed for the jeep. 

“T’ve got a report to write.’’ Several of 
the team followed me. Later that night, in 
the quiet of my room, I sat at my desk and 
picked up a pencil to begin the first draft. 

“‘After-action report No. 21-59,”’ I be- 
gan. I thought a moment and gave it a title: 
‘*Nitro-Humus Liquid Fertilizer When 
Used As A Primary Explosive.”’ 

.the preliminary precaution of call- 
ing Fire i in the hole,’ when demolitions are 
ready to be exploded, should be preceded by 
having all personnel first take deep cover 
whenever nitro-humus fertilizer is being 
used within 300 yards of personnel as an 
explosive.”’ 

For Capt. Perry’s account of the Green 
Berets’ arrival in Laos for Operation White 
Star, see ‘‘White Star Warriors,’’ which 
appeared in our April ’84 issue. 
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THE FASTEST, EASIEST 


$100,000 


You'll Ever Make in Your Life, Yours Now 


WITHOUT A PENNY OF INVESTMENT 
WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR HOME 


WITHIN 90 DAYS 


(OR EVENING) 


There are all kinds of ways to make money. Good golly, 
Molly — if anyone knows that, | do! For the past 20+ 
years I've concentrated on finding, investigating, creat- 
ing and specifically singting out only the very finest legal 
and ethical methods for carving out a mass of wealth in 
a hurry. But believe me, in all those years never have | 
experienced anything remotely as exciting as this one! 


Recently, | came across a fairly new way to make big 
bux, but after a thorough study I discarded it because it 
required too much investment of time, money and 
personal effort. But my study did serve as inspiration to 
develop yet another fantastic and unusual wallet- 
fattener — something that until now has never been 
done — yet fully complies with the tough set of stan- 
dards I'm noted for demanding of any potential wealth- 
producing concept: 


© Must be able to be started with minimum investment 


¢ Must be possible to start at home and not interfere 
with family life. 


© Must be able to be started and run initially by one 
man or woman 


¢ Must require only a few hours of spare time per week 


© Must have realistic annual profit potential of $40,000 
or more 


Well, this one goes way beyond my usual rigorous test. 
Get this: This extra-ordinary money-maker® allows you to: 


© Start at once — within 30 seconds of studying my 
report 


© Invest not a single cent 


© Accomplish everything without leaving your home 
— heck, you can do it from your favorite easy chair 
whilst eating pizza or petting the dog (or vicey versey!} 


e Have a potential net profit {not gross ... net!) of 
$100,000.00 by the end of 90 days — tops. And 
that’s cash, not theoretical or paper profits. 


Naturally, you're wondering what all this is — but I’m 
Not going to tell you here. No, it’s going to cost you ten 


For the past two decades Du Vall has captured the 
imagination of men and women the world over by 
providing solid, unique direction for their quest for 
financial freedom. His firm is headquartered in 
Michigan with international marketing offices in Hong 
Kong (known as DAX International, John W. Lane, 
President). In addition to producing some three dozen 
publications on money-making/self-improvement 
themes, DuVall is also the creator of the popular Derek 
Dax adventure/mystery/romance series and the 
author of the political intrigue novel, “The Big Dream” 


(published by Lyle Stuart, Inc., New York). Unlike most, 
he has never had to resort to outlandish money-back 
guarantees to attract only the finest DAX-DOERS world- 
wide and no such policy is expressed or implied. 


His writings have been used in numerous style and 
content workshops and accredited courses at such 
institutions as California State University, UCLA, 
Fordham, University of Illinois and Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. 
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“WORKING” ABOUT ONE HOUR A DAY 


smackers to find out. But | will tell you what it isn’t so 
you'll not be off on some wild goose chase: 

No sex or off-color stuff 

No chain letter, pyramid or multi-level scam 

No mail order, envelope stuffing or drop-shipping 

No writing or self-publishing how-to stuff 

No loan brokerage scheme 

No stocks, commodities, real estate, etc. 

No gambling, betting or wagering 

No arts, crafts or special skills 

No party-plan, door-to-door or phone selling 

No catalogs, mailing lists, postage, etc. 

No equipment to buy or rent 

No bothering friends, relatives, etc. 

Not anything you have ever seen advertised anywhere 


WHO CAN DO IT 


Anyone with even a smidgen of ambition. 


WHAT IS REQUIRED 


Other than my step-by-step detailed report ... nothing. | 
have thought long and hard about it; A person virtually 
without a shirt on their back or a pot to plant petunias in 
could do it. You will of course, have to put my plan into 
motion — but that's both fun and easy and totally 
accomplished from the comfort of your own home. (By 
the way, no one will be coming to your home, either.) 


Finally, let me make this clear: Once you have my report, 
that is all you need to get going! | have nothing else to 
sell you for this deal. Your purchase of this extraordinary 
report is NOT a “foot in the door’ to get you to buy some 
extra or expensive “course” or whatever ... thisis all you 
need from me! 


WANT PROOF? 


We have over 10,000 ‘tasty testimonials’ from house- 
wives, doctors, lawyers, layed-off factory workers—all 
sorts of good people. These excerpts sum up their feelings: 


“Thanks a million times... you have proved 100% accurate in 
what you said in your advertisement. Doing this work is so easy! 
| sometimes work while in bed. Should you come up with another 
ingenious thing, please let me know. 

Mohidin Mohammed, Sweden 
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“We are so impressed .. . have our 13 and 16 year olds involved 
... thanks for giving our family new hope.” 
MacClear Family, Indiana 


“,. man in economically depressed area left $35,000 secure 
job to put this method to work... made $120,000. First man I've 
ever met who really made money on idea purchased through 
mail.” David Roman, Editor, ROMAN REPORTS, Ohio 


WHAT TO DO NOW 


You've got two choices: 


1, Put this ad aside, wait 90 days or so and perhaps 
lose your chance at $100,000. 


Nifty Bonus! 


A few months back in our DAX MONEY-MAKER® 
CONFIDENTIAL NEWSLETTER, we reported on 
another business that can easily net $1,000 a 


week for life. It's a bit more involved and does 
require getting out and about, but our readers 
were so delighted with it that I'm including it as 
an extra free bonus when you order our new 
special DAX report, “$100,000 in 90 Days.” 


2. Do the only sensible thing. Send me the ten bux 
and get started on wearing in that path to the 
bank. 


P.S. One more thing (say, this Du Vall is a windy so and 
so, isn't he!). There are lots of people right now in bad 
financial straits. | hope you're not one of them, butif you 
are, having read this ad you now have absolutely no 
excuse for being broke, because as the saying goes, 
“This is it!” This could truly be the once-and-for-all 
sotution to any money miseries you have. | guess you'll 
have to take my word for it until you receive these 
fabulous reports — but if it eases your mind any, over 
1,000,000 men and women worldwide have been, over 
the years repeat buyers of my books, courses, reports, 
cassette tape programs and newsletters. There must be 
a reason... 4 

— Dean F. V. Du Vall 


Du Vall Press Financial Publications 
920 W. Grand River, Williamston, Michigan 48895 


seen eee ee seroma ese esseeneng 
For same day DAX 


processing BOX 14-AA27 
mail to: WILLIAMSTON, MI 48895 


Dean — this sounds like 
just what I'm looking for — 
a chance to make mega-bux 
without any investment or 
having to leave the house. 
The same day you receive 
my order rush me your new 
DAX Special Report, or Personal 
“$100,000 in 90. Days” Success 
plus the Free Bonus Report, “$1,000 A Week 
for Life.” Enclosed is ten dollars. 


a 
Optional: C1) Add $2 for individual handling/tirst 
class postage. ©1983 
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«Keep cargo and packages 

within view. 


The miniature JVR 500 flashes an 
invisible beam that can be seen 
only with a special infrared 
viewer. The beam can even be 
adjusted to flash a coded signal. 


Drop it in a coat pocket or store 
itin avaluable cargo. Day or night 
... through fog or smoke...no 
matter what the weather... the 
JVR 500 is visible to you and 
only you! 

Waterproof-weatherproof- 
works through clothes and 
materials. 


Inquire about other CCS prod- 
ucts: Electronic Bug Detectors, 
Anti-Espionage, Bullet Proof 
Apparel and Vehicles, Bomb 
Detection, Infrared Night Vision 
Viewers, Long Range Wireless 
Telephones and Lie Detection. 


©1983 


CCS Communication Control, Inc. 


633 Third Ave., NY, NY 10017 (212) 697-8140 TX:238720 
1010 Wisconsin Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C, 20007 (202) 659-3432 
9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Ca, 90212 (213) 274-6256 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 

625 North Michigan Ave.. Chicago, {II 6061! (312) 642-2757 

6161 Savoy-Sutte 935, Houston, Tx. 77036 (713) 781-0852 


62S. Audley St,, London WI England 01-629-0223 TX: 8814709 
26 Place Vendome, 75001 Paris 297-56-00 TX: CCS215524F 
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TRAINING CENTER 


Continued from page 55 


siderable amount of night training in 
the third, fourth and fifth weeks. Indi- 


vidual and squad movement training is , 


done with blank fire, but once the pla- 
toon level is reached, the units run some 
live-fire drills. 

“When we get to company-level 
training, we put a tremendous em- 
phasis on ambushes and patrols,” ex- 
plained Garcia, “We set up a patrol 
base, train on movement-to-contact, 
hasty defense and organized base de- 
fense. Meanwhile the platoons are 
given a section of the jungle and they 
patrol there during the day and set 
ambushes at night. 

“Finally, we work with the battalions 
on convoy techniques, crossing danger 
areas, village attack, village cordon and 
search, village defense, movement-to- 
contact and position defense.” 

While the troops are going through 
those training exercises, the battalion 
staff is run through a series of Com- 
mand Post Exercises (CPXs) — paper, 
maps and communications — until they 
know by heart the fifth-week FDX 
which completes the RMTC cycle. 

“When they get to the fifth week, they 
know how to control the troops,” ex- 
plained Garcia. “They know how to 
select terrain. They know how to do 
movement-to-contact. They know how 
to set up defensive positions with over- 
lapping firing plans. They know how to 
fire their TO&E weapons, how to con- 
centrate the fires, how to use the M79s 
effectively, how to use plunging 
machine-gun fire — the whole works. 

“And while the battalion staff is being 
trained and the soldiers are receiving 
basic training, the battalion is also re- 
ceiving training on how to train people. 

“When they leave here, they’ve got to 
be in a position to train their own 
troops,” said Garcia. “Otherwise, the 
units will have to come back here every 
three years. 

“So we teach the battalion staff how 
to organize, conduct and evaluate train- 
ing.” 

In addition, the RMTC trains the 
troops how to interact with the civilian 
population, gather intelligence and use 
specific tactics against guerrillas. 

“For example,” said Garcia, “‘we 
know the enemy is more active at night; 
therefore, we intensify night training. 
Salvadoran troops are known to bunch 
up at night, and have bad noise and 
light discipline. We place a lot of em- 
phasis on that.” 

Because the Salvadoran Army has 
shown it is unable to defend vital in- 
stallations (except in large-mass units 
and sometimes not even then, since the 
guerrillas have massed into some large 
units with a force superiority of 10-to-1 
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over government troops at specific 
locations), the RMTC is stressing all 
elements of active defense: the use of 
economy of force, early-warning sys- 
tems, booby traps, saturation patrols 
and night ambushes. 

Garcia said the most obvious weak 
point he had observed in Salvadoran 
battalions was a lack of NCOs and 
battalion staff officers. 

“Some reporters have decided to call 
the war in El Salvador the 9-to-5 war,” 
said Garcia. “It makes me mad to hear 
that because I know better.” Although 
in some cases the 9-to-5 tag is war- 
ranted, the reason is not because the 
Salvadorans have no desire to fight, 
Garcia explained. 

“If the lieutenant is the only person in 
a platoon who can run a patrol, you’re 
going to have a 9-to-5 war, or 5-to-9, 
depending on which way you want to 
operate,” explained Garcia, “because 
that lieutenant is going to have to hit 
the sack sometime. If he has no one else 
who can run a patrol, he’s got two 
choices. He can run a patrol for eight 
hours and then take a break with the 
whole platoon. Or he can split it up and 
run the patrol with half the platoon 
while the other half is in relief. Without 
an NCO, he can’t keep the platoon 
going all day. 

“They know they have a problem in 
that area and they’re working on it. It’s 
just a matter of time, but you can’t build 
an NCO corps overnight.” 

The battalion-staff problem has also 
resulted from the war. Garcia pointed 
out that the shortage of trained officers 
in El Salvador — caused by the rapid 
growth of its army — presents the 
battalion commander with the difficult 
choice of where to place his experi- 
enced officers: on the staff or with the 
fighting units. He had observed that the 
best and most-experienced officers got 
the company and platoon commands 
— inexperience in those slots can get 
people killed — and staff slots were fil- 
led with what was left, usually low- 
ranking lieutenants with little experi- 
ence. 

“He [the battalion commander] be- 
comes a sort of one-man show,” ex- 
plained Garcia. “He puts his money on 
the command structure rather than the 
staff and I don’t blame the guy. I would 
probably do the same thing if I were in 
that war. I would do the staff job myself 
and take the hottest captains I had and 
let them have the companies. 

“4t’s hard on the battalion comman- 
der, but it can be done.” 

Before leaving the Trujillo RMTC, I 
went out with a Salvadoran platoon on 
alive-fire drill on a heavily jungled slope 
— I don’t mind live bullets when 1 know 
where they’re going to impact. As part 
of the drill, a platoon crossed a stream 
into an open area and separated into 
three squads, with one squad laying 
down a base of fire on the target across 
the clearing, while the other two made 
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a flanking movement to the left and 
then assaulted the target. At the same 
time, overhead fire from M60s and 
M79s (simulators only from the 79s) 
was laid down to our front. Both sec- 
tions in the drill used live ammo. When 
the flanking movement started, the 
M60 fire was redirected to our left and 
the assault squads made their turn into 
the assault only 10 meters or so from 
the impact zone. | was impressed. 

You need some pretty good grunts to 
run that kind of drill. The saving factor 
in El Salvador could well be those 
grunts, the snuffies, the group Garcia 
indicated was the strongest. 

“What do | think of the soldier — the 
snuffy?” Garcia said when I asked him 
that question. “Super. Those guys will 
do anything you tell them to. They walk 
their butts off. You can put a rucksack 
on them and hump them on the hills all 
day long, with no chow and no water. 
They drop, but, at least, they do drop; 
they don’t just quit. You can look into 
their eyes and see they’re not quitting. 

“And they don’t complain. They are 
cheerful, agile and good. They don’t re- 
quire a lot of pampering, either. They’re 
not accustomed to it. They don’t needa 
cold beer at night; they don’t need ice 
cream; they don’t need three squares a 
day. Give them a couple of sardines, an 
orange and a few crackers, and move 
out. No questions asked. 

“1 think they’re pretty good troops.” 

The Salvadoran Army’s present 
situation consists of officers in the pro- 
cess of learning, an NCO corps in the 
process of being created and good 
troops short on solid, fundamental 
training. 

Allthat can be supplied at the RMTC. 
How the units will be employed after 
their training is another question — and 
a critical one. 

To determine how effective it has 
been in training troops, the RMTC de- 
pends on reports coming back from the 
MilGroup in El Salvador and the De- 
fense Attache Office in San Salvador. 

The usefulness of those evaluations 
to the RMTC depends on what mission 
the unit was assigned to when it was 
returned to El] Salvador and whether it 
was allowed to operate in the manner in 
which it was trained. 

“If they’re missioned properly, and I 
hate to use that word properly, but if 
they are missioned the way they should 
be, it’s one thing,” said Garcia. “But we 
aren’t training them to guard bridges or 
radio sites. I know there’s a need to 
guard things like that, but | hate to seea 
battalion that is well-trained guarding a 
radio site.” 

“Some of them [units trained at the 
RMTC] are doing pretty well; some of 
them are not,” summed up Garcia. 

While the RMTC could play an im- 
portant role in the outcome of El Salva- 
dor’s war, in the final analysis, it will 
come down to the decisions made in El 
Salvador. & 
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DEATH IN OLANCHO 


Continued from page 65 


machine qun, Colt .45-caliber pistol, 
M79 grenade launcher and 81mm 
mortar; the Russian AK-47, SKS, RPK 
7.62mm light machine gun, DShK 
12.7mm heavy machine gun, Tokarev 
7.62mm and Makarov 9mm pistols, 
82mm mortar, RPG-2 and RPG-7 rock- 
et launchers; the Belgian FN FAL rifle, 
FN MAG machine gun and Browning 
9mm pistol; the German G3 rifle and 
9mm MP-40 submachine gun; the 
Israeli UZI and Galil rifles; Czechos- 
lovakian 9mm Model 75 and 7.62mm 
Model 26 submachine guns. Students 
also learned grenade throwing, practic- 
ing with Russian Fls and RGD-5s. 

Because of ammunition shortages for 
some weapons, not all students fired 
weapons such as the Russian RPG-7 or 
M2 .50-caliber heavy machine gun. To 
substitute experience in firing the M2, 
they fired the 12.7mm. A training de- 
vice called a PU-7 fired from an AK-47 
simulates the effect of firing an RPG. 
The best shooters with the PU-7 then 
fired RPGs. Similarly, the students were 
trained to handle mines and explosives, 
but never did any live firing. 

Most of the marksmanship training 
was with either the AK-47 or the M16 
rifle. Ramon estimated he fired a total 
of 300 rounds for each of those two 
weapons, and from 60 rounds (G3, FN 
FAL) down to 20 rounds with some of 
the more exotic weapons (12.7mm, 
RPK). 

Targets (half-body and full-body, 
electronically controlled pop-ups) were 
engaged at ranges of 100 to 600 meters. 
In addition to live-firing the rifles, the 
Hondurans were schooled by their 
Cuban instructors in dry-firing tech- 
niques. 

Tactical training appears to have 
been fairly standard and sound. In pa- 
trol movement, stress was placed on 
keeping intervals of 8-to-10 meters, 
establishment of flank-watch zones, 
and hasty ambushes both in front of a 
patrol and behind it when a stop was 
called. In addition, extensive time was 
devoted to night movement and night 
ambushes. 

One tactical-training area SOF found 
interesting was the “‘projectable- 
charge” defense against helicopters. 
The guerrillas were taught to dig a hole 
in the middle of a probable landing 
zone. In the bottom of the hole, they 
placed a command-detonated explo- 
sive charge. They then covered the ex- 
plosive charge with a layer of dirt and 
set an ordinary soft-drink box with 24 
hand grenades (pins pulled but levers 
held in by the box’s dividers) ontop. The 
device would then be camouflaged. Ifa 
helicopter overflew the area at low alti- 
tude, the charge would be detonated, 
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Coat—4 pocket, made to military specs, fabric similar to 
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throwing the grenades into the air, re- 
sulting in 24 scattered air bursts. 
Ramon said they were told by the in- 
structors that, depending on the 
strength of the command-detonated ex- 
plosive charge, the grenades could be 
projected as high as 100 meters into the 
air. 

Discipline in the school was predict- 
ably severe. “Intractable” students who 
resisted the training program were sent 
away to a special prison on the Island of 
Youths (the Island of Pines, pre- 
Castro), off Cuba’s southwest coast. 
Mario, accused of trying to kill Com- 
andante Pablo Mendoza, was sent 
there. Mario denied trying to kill Men- 
doza, and claimed that he was impris- 
oned because “I was never in agree- 
ment with the things they said.” At the 
prison, he was reunited with Doreto, a 
friend from his village, who was still 
imprisoned in 1983 because he refused 
to submit to the training. 

Jose finished his six-month training 
period in January 1982 and was sent to 
Managua. But as the group of querrillas 
he was traveling with walked down the 
stairs at Sandino International Airport, 
a Nicaraguan security officer spotted a 
man taking photographs of the querril- 
las. The photographer was grabbed and 
beaten as he was hauled away and the 
Hondurans were hustled back onto the 
airplane and returned to Cuba. Jose and 
his comrades were sent back to P-30 
and repeated the course. It was during 
his second term that he broke out and 
managed to get into the P-29 barracks. 

There he met members of Los Chin- 
caneros, a Honduran terrorist group 
that took over the Chamber of Com- 
merce building in San Pedro Sula in 
September ’82 and took 105 hostages. 
After a week of negotiations, Los Chin- 
caneros were talked into giving up the 
building and hostages in return for 
transportation out of Honduras. The 
Cubans did not approve of the deal: 
They thought Los Chincaneros should 
have blown up the building and killed 
the hostages and themselves if the gov- 
ernment refused to meet more of their 
demands. The group, named after an 
obscure 19th-century Honduran 
peasant leader, were not being treated 
well at School P-29. 

Jose paid dearly for his visit to P-29 
because security caught him. He was 
beaten with a wooden club by the chief 
Cuban instructor and then locked in a 
tiny cell with no food or water for three 
days. 

Mario, with an additional two months 
for his trip to the Island of Youths, 
finished his guerrilla training in July ’82 
and “volunteered” to work in Cuba’s 
fields. 

Ramon, after seeing what happened 
to his friend Mario and others for being 
“intractable,” dedicated himself to 
being a good student and graduated in 
May. He also “volunteered” to work in 
Cuba’s fields until he was transported to 


MAY 84 


a safe house in Managua on 12 Septem- 
ber 1982. There he was made a lieuten- 
ant (in the querrilla organization squad 
leaders were lieutenants). Mario came 
to the same safe house, located in Rio 
Cenizas on 17 September. 

Jose was moved from Cuba to Nica- 
ragua in July to another safe house and 
was sent north toward the Honduran 
border on 23 July. He was traveling with 
a group of 100 men (40 Hondurans and 
60 Costa Ricans). They drove to the 
town of Telpaneca in Madriz Province 
and camped east of there on the dirt 
road to Quilali. The next day the Hon- 
durans in the group were to be infil- 
trated across the border and make their 
way to Honduras’ north coast. The 
plan, as far as Jose knew it, was for his 
group to engage in sabotage in that 
area at some unspecified date. But Jose 
didn’t wait around to find out when. He 
deserted on 24 July and walked to the 
border in six days, where he turned him- 
self in. It is not known whether that 
group of guerrillas actually crossed the 
border, but it is quite likely that the 
security break caused by Jose’s defec- 
tion forced them to return to Managua 
or Cuba. 

Both Ramon and Mario stayed in the 
Rio Cenizas safe house until late July. 
Curiously, they received no additional 
military training while at the safe 
house. They were told the leaders were 
just waiting for the right time to cross. It 
was from here that the first Hondurans 
attempted to desert. According to 
Ramon, while he was there six guerril- 
las tried to desert, but were captured 
and put in prison by the Nicaraguans. 

Finally, Ramon and Mario were 
issued arms, loaded on trucks and be- 
gan the move. They were driven to a 
town near the border and then crossed 
over into Olancho from the tiny village 
of Somontincito (west of the city of 
Bocay on the Rio Coco river) on 19 July 
with 96 men. 

According to Ramon and Mario, 
when the group crossed on 19 July, they 
were armed with M16s (280 rounds per 
man), M60 machine guns, RPG-2s, gre- 
nades and three long-range radios. Ten 
of the leaders, including Ramon, had 
.45-caliber pistols. The men were wear- 
ing U.S.-style jungle boots and dark- 
green uniforms. ‘“‘We wore that uniform 
for a purpose,” said Ramon. “If we en- 
countered people, we were to try to pass 
as counter-revolutionaries.”” The CIA- 
backed, anti-communist Nicaraguan 
Contras operate in the border area 
where Ramon and Mario crossed over 
and at that time the Contras had a 
camp west of Bocay. The guerrilla 
group narrowly avoided contact with 
the Contras on the crossing. 

It took the group almost 12 days to 
cover the terrain between the Rio Coco 
and their camp site on the Rio Patuca in 
the Cordillera Entre Rios mountain 
range; a distance of 35 to 50 kilometers. 
It is difficult to ascertain the exact 
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course followed by the guerrilla group 
since that particular area of Olancho is 
virtually uninhabited and poorly map- 
ped. From the descriptions it is prob- 
able the guerrillas hit the Rio Coco 
north of a spot known as La Portal del 
Inferno, “‘The Gate To Hell.” 

Ramon explained they began having 
serious problems immediately after 
crossing the border because of the diffi- 
cult terrain and the limited quantity of 
supplies they carried. They had been 
resupplied via a helicopter lift on the 
Nicaraguan side of the Rio Coco just 
before they crossed, but because their 
movement was so slow, they soon ex- 
pended their food supply and what little 
medicine they had. The group had only 
one battery (they used an automobile 
battery) for the radio and it had been 
cracked en route, so they had no com- 
munications with their headquarters in 
Nicaragua. Most serious was the shor- 
tage of food. 

“There just wasn’t any food,” said 
Ramon. “In fact, one guy died of hun- 
ger.” 

“Didn’t the people provide food to 
you?” SOF asked. 

“There weren’t any people in the 
areas we were in, or very few, and they 
wouldn’t have supported communist 
guerrillas,” replied Ramon. 

On 1 August, Mario and another 
companion were sent on a working par- 
ty some distance from the main group 
to construct a hut. They never returned, 
heading further into Olancho and giv- 
ing themselves up to the 11th Infantry 
Battalion in Juticalpa. The same day 
another man deserted the group. 

The next day, Ramon said Pablo 
Mendoza called a formation and asked 
all who “wanted to resign” to announce 
themselves. Wisely, no one accepted 
Mendoza’s offer. He picked out a man 
whom he believed was the “intellectual 
leader of the three deserters and ex- 
ecuted him,” said Ramon. Mendoza 
announced that all who tried to desert 
would be shot. 

Six days later, Ramon and a friend 
were sent to scout toward the village of 
Palestina. Along the way they buried 
their rifles, Ramon’s pistol and their 
grenades. From a villager, they 
obtained civilian clothing and then 
Ramon and his friend turned them- 
selves in to the Honduran police. 
Ramon said he and his friend began 
plotting their escape the day they had 
arrived in Cuba, “but from there it was 
impossible.” 

In the next week, they were followed 
by 11 of their comrades. 

Based on information supplied to 
Honduran military authorities by Jose, 
Ramon, Mario and the others who sur- 
rendered, a counterinsurgency opera- 
tion was launched by a 250-man com- 
pany of Honduras’ Special Forces on 11 
August. 

By early October, the Honduran Spe- 
cial Forces and other troops had 
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accounted for 94 of the 96 guerrillas in 
the group. A total of 17 surrendered, 
eight were captured; one was executed 
by the guerrillas; 68 were either killed 
or died (11 are reported to have starved 
to death) and their bodies recovered. 

The leader of the group that crossed 
into Honduras on 19 July, Pablo Men- 
doza, was identified as Jose Maria 
Reyes Mata. A Honduran, he was a 
graduate of the Patrice Lumumba Uni- 
versity in Moscow, USSR, and a leader 
in the Central American Workers’ Par- 
ty, a group whose Salvadoran branch is 
affiliated with the FMLN guerrillas in El 
Salvador. There is a widespread, but 
unsubstantiated, rumor that he oper- 
ated with Che Guevara in Bolivia in 
1967, but many believe that rumor was 
deliberately spread to enhance his 
legend among Central American Marx- 
ists. Reyes Mata was killed in action 
and his body recovered. In addition, the 
Hondurans recovered his diary and 
from it learned one of his assistants, 
Wilfredo Gallardo Museli, was sche- 
duled to bring in another 166-man 
group late in 1983. 

Another leader in the group was the 
Canadian Catholic priest ‘Father 
Guadalupe.” His real name was James 
B. Carey. He attended Marquette Uni- 
versity in the United States and served 
as a Jesuit priest in Honduras until 1979 
when he was deported because of his 
contacts with the communists. Carey, 
according to POWs taken in October, 
died as a result of starvation and de- 
hydration while the band was being 
pursued by Honduran troops. His body 
was left unburied in the jungle, but was 
not recovered. 

“Mario,” the other Catholic priest 
with the band, whose real identity is 
unknown, is presumed to have escaped 
across the Rio Patuca with another 
leader known as “Serapio Romero.” 

Teofilo Martinez, the peasant leader 
and guerrilla recruiter, was killed in ac- 
tion, body recovered. 

Bernardo Gulian, the French priest 
from the Celebrators of the Word sect, 
was not in the mountains with the band. 
He escaped and is presumed to be in 
Nicaragua. 

Ramon, Jose, Mario and the others in 
protective custody were still being held 
in November by the Honduran govern- 
ment. Since they had committed no 
actual crime, plans were being made to 
give them new identities and relocate 
them in Honduras. 

Military observers and journalists 
familiar with Honduras were puzzled by 
the attempted guerrilla infiltration. 
They give the communists little chance 
of being able to launch an effective in- 
surgency operation in Honduras sup- 
ported from Nicaragua — a la El Salva- 
dor — at this time. 

Honduras is the quintessential Bana- 
na Republic: Primarily agricultural, the 
nation’s economy is inextricably tied to 
the export of bananas and coffee. Its 
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standard of living is poor by Western 
standards and the country has had se- 
rious economic problems brought ab- 
out by declining agricultural prices. But 
there is little to indicate that the hu- 
man-rights violations which fueled the 
revolution in Nicaragua and are now 
creating problems in El Salvador occur 
on a significant scale in Honduras. Hon- 
duras has a democracy which works, 
albeit in Central American fashion. 
Additonally, it has effective counter- 
guerrilla and counterterrorist forces to 
deal with its home-grown communists 
and receives considerable military sup- 
port from the United States. 

As one long-time U.S. resident of 
Honduras explained, “Hondurans are 
just not into being querrillas and they 
know they don’t want to turn their coun- 
try into another Nicaragua. They know 
what’s happening in Nicaragua since 
their country is full of refugees from 
Nicaragua.” 

So the Cubans and Nicaraguans 
must resort to trickery for recruits. 

One frequently heard explanation is 
that the Cubans were trying to force the 
Honduran government to scale down its 
support for the Contras, who are having 
a significant impact in Nicaragua. But 
old Central American hands are still 
puzzled as to why the Cubans selected 
Olancho Province to place the guerril- 
las. One journalist who has spent many 
years in Honduras observed, “Instead 
of giving them six months of military 
training, they should have given them 
two years of survival training to operate 
in that area. There’s nothing there but 
bad water, snakes and man-eating 
jaguars.” 

It’s not likely that Fidel, the Sandinis- 
tas and the errant priests will quit so 
easily. They will probably retrench and 
go at Honduras again. Hopefully, they’ll 
try in the same place. ® 
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I later saw him in the company of a re- 
cently retired Force Recon master sergeant 
who had spent four tours in Vietnam and 
was able to answer many of his questions. 
The three short days of the reunion were 
filled with meaning for all who attended. 
Each came for his own reasons. They all 
seemed to have found much of what they 


had come for. 
Guests of honor addressed a banquet held 


for the members and their wives on the 
second day, and that evening, a wedding 
took place that was, without a doubt, the 
most unique and hilarious I have ever 
attended. SOG members lined both sides of 
the convention room, forming an aisle lead- 
ing to the altar. A former commanding 
officer of Delta Project gave away the bride, 
escorting her down the aisle to the off-key 
humming of ‘‘Here Comes the Bride.”’ 

The minister, following explicit instruc- 
tions, addressed the groom as he was told to 
do: ‘‘Do you, Animal, take this woman to 
be your lawful wedded wife....’’ To 
which the groom responded by shouting to 
his fellow members, ‘‘What do you guys 
think?”’ 

We all shouted our answer in the affirma- 
tive and the wedding proceeded with Ani- 
mal producing the ring from his mouth at the 
solemn moment. At the conclusion of the 
ceremony, 100 men sanctified the occasion 
with the SOG hymn: Hymn. Hymn. Fuck 
Him! 

The seriousness and meaningfulness of 
the ceremony was not desecrated by the 
manner in which it was conducted; it simply 
reflected the depth of friendship, the out- 
rageous sense of humor and the camaraderie 
of the participants. The minister, however, 
seemed unable to grasp the esoteric sense of 
occasion, and bolted, wide-eyed, from the 
room at the conclusion of the hymn. 

On Sunday morning, the final day of the 
reunion, members gathered at the bar in the 
convention room for one last drink, and to 
say their goodbyes — some only until next 
year, others until time and circumstance 
would enable them to attend again. They 
were from all walks of life: doctors, 
lawyers, investment counselors, a news- 
paper publisher, successful and unsuccess- 
ful businessmen, and a few just hanging on 
by a thread. But they all shared a common 
bond: They had served in combat with the 
Special Operations Group and ‘had been 
weighed on the scales and not found want- 
ing. They had served their country with 
honor and integrity and exceptional cour- 
age. And they all left their reunion with the 
reaffirmed knowledge that they had been a 
part of something very special before it 
faded. 

If you do nothing else, acknowledge their 
contributions. You will not likely see their 
equal again. 
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bullet will take out his eyes without 
touching his brain. A better way would be to 
place the gun underneath his chin and shoot 
straight up.’’ 

Cronenberg turned to Sheen. ‘‘My 
suicide expert has just advised me that the 
best way to kill yourself is to place the gun 
directly beneath your chin and shoot up. 
That'll take the top of your head right off.”’ 

Sheen placed the gun under his chin, con- 
templated his own demise'— then turned to 
Richard and said, ‘‘Are you sure it’s not 
loaded?”’ 

“Don’t worry, Martin,’’ Richard re- 
plied. ‘*You wouldn’t feel a thing. You’d be 
dead before you hit the ground.”’ 

A flashback scene of the 1939 German 
invasion of Poland was to be filmed in 
Yugoslavia. SMG convinced Cronenberg 
that all the weapons and vehicles needed for 
the scene could be supplied in Canada by 
SMG at a huge savings. The scene turned 
into SMG’s biggest day (or, actually, night) 
as they equipped both sides, supplying 
weapons to 75 Polish and German troops 
plus seven armored cars and a truck. A tank 
was obtained by the movie company since 
SMG’s two tanks were both under repair at 
the time. 

The location was an abandoned brick fac- 
tory which provided an ideal setting — a 
group of old brick buildings which could be 
set on fire and blown up. The scene was 
filmed at night while it poured rain (at a 
degree or two above freezing). This pleased 
Cronenberg no end as he thought it would 
look great on camera; however, the perfor- 
mers did not appreciate it. 

SMG interspersed 10 of their experts 
among the 75 extras in order to operate the 
automatic weapons. Ron, Rocky and 
Richard were all dressed as German soldiers 
and placed on armored cars with MG42 
machine guns rigged to fire blanks. Several 
MP40 Schmeissers were distributed among 
the infantrymen who carried 50 Mauser 
rifles. The Polish troops carried BARs and 
wooden-stock submachine guns as well as 
Mauser rifles. 

This logistics nightmare meant SMG had 
to modify all of these different weapons to 
fire blanks. An example of the complexity 
of the operation was that three of the five 
MG42s in use were in 7.92mm and two 
were in 7.62mm, therefore requiring diffe- 
tent BFAs and totally different blanks. The 
7.92mm blanks used in the MG42s were of 
a different type than those used in the 
7.92mm Mausers. 

Although the film company had promised 
to hire a reservist regiment to portray the 
soldiers, the casting director was not able to 
do so and, worse, he did not admit that he 
couldn’t obtain trained personnel until the 
night of the shoot. 

‘As a result, SMG found themselves 
standing in the pouring rain with 65 
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amateurs who had never fired a weapon in 
their lives. Trying to teach them to manipu- 
late the bolts on their rifles and to convince 
them that they could blind or deafen each 
other with the full-power blanks being used 
in their Mausers was a complete nightmare. 

Two quick walk-through rehearsals of the 
scenes were done and then the cameras were 
ready to roll. Using propane gas tubes, the 
buildings were set on fire. By the eerie light 
of the flames, the director gave the order to 
load. 

The extras turned to one another, shook 
hands and wished each other luck. The CO 
of the Polish troops (an assistant director 
dressed for the role) crossed the battle line to 
the German side and challenged, ‘“SMG, 
Berlin or bust!”’ 

Suddenly, the director yelled, ‘*Action 
The armored cars went rolling across the 
battlefield, MG42s blazing away at the Pol- 
ish Army who were crouched behind a bar- 
ticade. Without warning, buildings began 
to explode all around, the fragments striking 
the armored cars. This made SMG even 
more determined in their charge to over- 
whelm the Polish enemy. 

In the midst of the confusion, 15 horses, 
brought in to play the Polish cavalry, 
charged the armored cars and tank. The 
horses raced past, presenting an irresistible 
target, and were blasted by both sides. The 
Polish BAR gunners caused the most havoc, 
scaring the horses into a stampede. 

Suddenly one of the Polish BAR gunners 
was blown up in a blinding yellow flash and 
sent hurtling 20 feet through the air. The 
crewmen of the armored cars, seeing this, 
commented, ‘“Wow! What a stunt!’ It 
wasn’t a stunt, however. A poor unsuspect- 
ing extra had seated himself in a small fox- 
hole which had an explosive charge placed 
inside (he was hospitalized for burns and a 
rupture, but no permanent damage was 
done). 

The stampeding horses rushed into a bot- 
tleneck between obstacles and the tank. One 
of the stunt riders (brought from Alberta) 
realized that he could only get around the 
bottleneck and to his appointed position by 
crossing in front of the tank. Unfortunately 
for him, as he passed directly in front of the 
tank, special effects fired the cannon’s 
black-powder charge, blasting the hapless 
horseman right in the face. The now-black 
Polish cavalryman then galloped on past the 
tank, his white teeth gleaming in the dark. 

As the MG42 barrels glowed in the dark 
from the heat of firing at the cyclic rate of 
1,200 rounds per minute, the director cal- 
led, ‘“Cut!”’ 

Cronenberg walked, grinning, over to 
Ron, saying, “‘How did you like that, 
Ron?”’ 

“If P’'d known it was going to be so much 
fun,’’ he replied, ‘‘you could have got me to 
do that for free!”’ 

Making movies isn’t all fun and games. 
For that night scene, filmed in freezing rain, 
SMG began preparing at 0800. Filming be- 
gan after dark that evening and work ended 
at 0800 the following morning. Hours on 
the set are usually long and unpredictable. 
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Working for the films can be boring and 
exhausting, and is an uncertain way to make 
a living. But it is exhilarating to turn an 
interest and a hobby into a professionally 
rewarding part of your life. Knowing the 
score, being the one who knows the 
answers, planning scenes, seeing the results 
on the screen is very satisfying. 

Best of all is the simple satisfaction of 
hearing the director say, ‘“You’re the ex- 
pert. Tell me what to do.”’ ® 


SUPPORT 
SOF 
ADVERTISERS 


SURVIVAL 


CATALOG 


Send For Your Copy 


of our new extensive Personal Survival Catalog, 
fully illustrated with the finest survival books, 
self-defense books, weapons books, martial 
arts books, knives, silent arms, exotic weapons 
and survival tools. Satisfaction guaranteed! 


SEND $1.00 TO: 
SURVIVAL SYSTEMS! 


BOX 30309, DEPT SF-5 | 
PHOENIX, Az 85046 | 


Tr 
’ exotic \ 
WEAPONS 
roe 


an access beck =n 
a x ml x 
by michael hcy 


a — ee 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Michael Hoy 


Large 8% x 11, over 400 photos of more than 
200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 
an easy-to-use well-organized format. 


BRAND NEW 
COMPLETELY 
REVISED AND 

UPDATED 
EDITION 


Features of the 1983 Edition: 

e More than 200 weapons described and 
illustrated, with dealer ilstings for all 
Over 400 photographs and Iliustrations of 
the world's most fascinating hand weapons 
--and Instructions on how to buy them 
Sources for books, plans, periodicals, 
organizations, and additional information 
for all weapons listed 
© Complete names and addresses of dealers 

Provided for ALL weapons listed 


EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 


BODY GUARD 
SURVIVAL ay 


ONLY 


Stainless Steel 
Handles & Blade 
e Lock Back 
® Heavy Duty 
Fits comfortably in pocket. Ideal for 
law enforcement in field or urban 
use. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


APPALACHIAN KNIVES 


Route # 17 - Box 18 
Kingsport, TN 37664 
(615) 247-3669 


CHARGE Expiration Date 
O BankAmericard/VISA O MasterCard 
Card # 


Available again: The book that tells you where 
and how to buy and/or make ail! sorts of 
strange and unusual weapons. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals in the fields of 
weaponry, self defense, survival, clandestine 
operations, and personal freedom. It is widely 
recognized as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 

Here are just a few of the unusual weapons 
you can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns ¢ brass knuckles © gravity knives ¢ 
body armor ¢ primitive and stone age wea- 
pons ¢ bolas ¢ battle axes © crossbows ® 
tranquilizer guns ¢ orlental weapons ¢ sap 
gloves ¢ tasers © police weapons ° night 
vision devices © smoke grenades ® swiich- 
blades @ sonic weapons © underwater wea- 
pons ® sword canes ® gatling guns ® electrical 
weapons © and much, much morel 


All of these weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and addresses given for each weapon! 
The all-new 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA- 
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8% x 11 
pages, crammed with information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 different 
weapons! Use the handy coupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be very 
pleased, we know. 
Loompanics Unlimited 
PO Box 1197 Pt. Townsend, WA 98368 
Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS; 
AN ACCESS BOOK, | enclose $9.95 + $2.00 
Shipping & handling for each copy. 


Name 
Address 
City. 


State. Zip Code - 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 95 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 
<n 


WEAPONS MANUALS 


Comprehensiva, itiustrated manuals providing the following data: disassembly and reassembly, 

maintenance and cleaning, operation, and description and technical data. 

Con 45 Auto Pistol military manuals, 98 pages, drawings and photos 

Hallock’s 45 Aulo Handbook fistory, operahon, takedowne maintenance. 
Modifications, accunzing a 

Know Your 45 Auto Pistols. for the collector. hustory, models senal numbers, 


$7 75 


proot marks as well as lunclion and fteld stripping cata 750 
Mi MiA1, M2 and M3 30 Cat Carbine 950 
ARS, M16, MIBAT 1100 Auger Carbine Cookbook, Mini 14 


‘Ay, MIC, M10, Garand $50 
M14 Ale 775 
FN FAL 762 
UZt Sem Submachine Gun 650 
Browning Hi Power 15 
Ingram MAC-10 550 
Watther P-38 175 
AK-4? Assault Ritle 875 
Luger Po 


and 10/22 Operational Manual 

& Accessory Guide 650 
Mini-14 Exotic Weapons System 

Selecte Fire, Silencer, and More 
AR-7 Exotic Weapons System, 

Selective Fire. Silencer and More 
G3 {Selective Fire HK91) i) 
HK39 (Setectwe Fire HK93) 800 


SEMI —Q =) FULLY 


FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 


Practical methods to convert your sembauto weapon {o full auto or selective fie should the nped arise, 
Full Auto Volume 1 AR-15 : ' $5.95 
Volume 2 UZI §95 
Volume 3 MAC-10 595 
Volume 4 Semi Auto Thompson 
Volume 5 Mt Carbine to M2 
Full Auto Modification Manual HK91 Hk99 
MAC+10. MAC+11. AR-15. Mint-14, M1 Carbine 
Home Workshop Guns Vol 1 Constructing the Submachine Gun 
Automatic Firearms Oesign Book Vol 2 Conversion af CoM 45 Pistol 
HKG HK93 Winchester "64 Winchester 490. plus ong projects 
AR-7 Exotic Weapons 
Submachine Gun Designers Handbook 
Improvised Weapons of the American Underground 850 
MAC-10 45 ACP Submachine Gun Recerver Plans 


SURVIVAL BOOKS ® (213) 763-0804 


11105 Magnolia Bivd., We. Hollywood, CA 91601, Atin. Nancy 
Pricas subject to change. Orders paid with money order or credit card 
sent immediately. personal check orders held 4 weeks. Catalog $2.00 


CALIFORNIA CORPORATION 220 REDWOOD HWY, #440 MILL VALLEY, CA 94941 


VISA/M.C./Am.Ex.C.0.D.-TOLL FREE-24 hrs; 
7888: AK/HI. 800-824-7919 Ext. 720 ou 


ORIGINAL Jivaro Blowgun 


z Seo ie cee . 

sow SONNE pes Extn dais SF 30100 $598 
. ee © 2% 200!$14/500!$26/M! Bonus 
100 «8 5. 


y Seve IMMED, DELIV. ust See TO BELIEVER 
A 


;HUNTING . 


ny sek 
Peay 


96 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


VVA 


Continued from page 35 


nam veteran community who relate to veter- 
ans’ organizations, to veterans’ issues and 
forums and symposiums, are, by and large, 
clearly left-wing, antidraft, antimilitary, 
angry guys.”’ 

That description certainly fits Muller, but 
I asked him if he felt he was representative 
of the Vietnam veteran. His response: ‘‘It 
took me a long time to learn that mine was 
the minority experience for the Vietnam 
veteran. Perhaps because I was from New 
York, and the whole East Coast Liberal 
sector meant the support community wasn’t 
there [for the Vietnam War]. The editorials, 
commentary, street marches, the local com- 
munity actions were all against us. The con- 
text within which I was operating was sup- 
portive of the kind of thinking that I fairly 
consistently espouse. That obviously com- 
pounded the whole sentiment. As I traveled 
the country, I learned a lot of guys out there 
don’t feel that way. I came to understand 
that that is not the majority view of the 
Vietnam veteran.’’ : 

Muller has always maintained that he was 
acting as a trustee and conducting a holding 
action until local leaders could be elected to 
positions of national leadership by chapter 
and state delegates at a national convention. 
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The first VVA national convention final- 
ly took place in Washington, D.C., in 
November 1983. Muller, who won by a 
landslide, is now the elected president of the 
VVA. John Terzano was elected vice- 
president and a board of 19 directors was 
elected. 

A national constitution was hashed out 
and adopted unanimously, and resolutions 
ranging from Agent Orange, post-trauma 
stress syndrome, MIAs and economic 
affairs were passed by committee and voted 
on by the delegates. The VVA has taken the 
first major step to becoming a consensus 
organization of Vietnam veterans. 

Before the vote Muller asked the dele- 
gates to “‘ratify what I have said and done.”’ 
No doubt Muller could view his victory as a 
vindication of his beliefs, although he 
pledged to remain ‘‘as sensitive as I can’’ to 
his membership’s desires. But what became 
evident is that even Muller’s critics within 
the VVA are grateful to him for his dogged 
persistence in building the VVA and feel 
that he has heightened public awareness of 
the Vietnam veteran. 

Most changes-in the constitution man- 
dated by the delegates were to increase pow- 
er at the chapter level and improve accoun- 
tability of national VVA to the chapters. 

One issue which caused considerable 
consternation among delegates was the re- 
solution on MIAs. Nowhere in the text was 
there a mention of POWs. After heated de- 
bate the delegates voted the resolution back 
to the committee with instructions to in- 
clude the word POW. 

After the resolution vote, a lividly angry 
Chaplain Dick Heim from Ohio exclaimed, 
“The national staff doesn’t believe there are 
POWs. Well, by God, we believe there are 
POWs!”’ 

The week before Muller had this to say to 
the Village Voice about POWs: ‘‘Of course, 
they’re dead. The MIA issue has been ex- 
ploited for political propaganda purposes by 
this administration and by various advocacy 
groups.”’ 

Another sign that VVA may be maturing 
into a more tempered group came during the 
elections for the board of directors. George 
Swiers, who had been a VVA director, ran 
for election. Swiers, a well-known leftist 
from Albany, strode to the podium and 
stated, ‘‘Let the record clearly state that I 
entered on stage from the left.’’ He then 
announced that he had never ‘‘been a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, nor for that 
matter, have I been a member of the Repub- 
lican Party.’’ Neither Swiers nor Patrick 
Finnegan, who, with his black beret and 
long hair pulled back, declared his platform 
was to ‘dismantle the military machine,”’ 
was elected. 

On the other hand, Ken Walkky, who 
began his candidate’s speech by announcing 
that he would like ‘“George Swiers to know 
that I entered from the right,’’ was elected. 
On the whole, however, such political 
issues were less important than strong plat- 
forms. In most cases, those with well- 
planned platforms were elected. 

By and large, the delegates left the con- 
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50% Cotton 50% Poly 
sizes 8-4 


WE STOCK A COMPLETE LINE OF “KIDS CAMO " 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
P.O. Box 384, Williamsburg Station, 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 
1-800-233-5557 MC & VISA accepted. 
New York Residents 212-387-6363 


$85.00 


2 for $9.00 


“THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST AND 
BEST COURSE” 


MEN - WOMEN 
LEARN FROM THE 
EXPERTS 


Train athome. 
Con 


CTIVE 
Counst 
Hee) 
No other training program equals the ‘Global course 
Learn every investigative technique you will need to get 
that first job Employment Assisiance » Ciploma e 
Equipment e Mail this coupon for FREE FACTS. 
No obligation. No saiesman, 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
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3 __ ZIP 
MGLOBAL, BOX 191-A, HANOVER, MA 02339 
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vention feeling positive: Their input had 
produced the constitution and resolutions, 
and elected officers and directors. Dick 
Heim of Ohio, who was so furious about the 
POW issue, says, ‘‘I have confidence in 
these people [directors] and I think they are 
going to be answerable to us.”’ 

Muller has dedicated years of advocacy 
work to the Vietnam veteran and he is quick 
to point out that he is not about to ‘‘creden- 
tial somebody else’s agenda and points of 
view. If I weren’t the one running this orga- 
nization, 1 wouldn’t join.’’ 

Muller served honorably and with pride 
as a Marine infantry officer in combat. But 
he is still at the bottom of a well of bitterness 
at his wounding and what he sees as his 
government's betrayal. To go from the awe- 
some responsibilities of combat to a civilian 
world where few cared or understood that 
experience is something all combat vets 
have felt. 

For Muller the experience was extreme: 
“‘To have jet strikes, to have artillery, to 
have the battleship New Jersey, to have 
extraordinary fucking firepower, to make 
life-and-death decisions — it is such a fuck- 
ing pump! You’re like God! Bam! Because 
you catch a bullet, you’re rendered to being 
a piece of shit!’’ This rage and bitterness 
have made it impossible for Muller to act as 
a truly representative leader of what is billed 
as a group of veterans spanning the political 
spectrum. 

The mechanism is now in place, howev- 
er, for the VVA to overcome the self-made 
controversy which envelopes it and mature 
into a true consensus group. Without doubt, 
there are talented men and women of all 
political persuasions who are members of 
VVA. But Muller is still president, although 
he is now answerable to a board of directors. 
It is too soon to say how strongly the board 
will control Muller’s public statements and 
political bias. The national convention was 
a major watershed for the VVA and this year 
will clearly set the future direction for VVA 
policies. 

One thing is certain. The Vietnam Veter- 
ans of America is now bigger than Bobby 
Muller and his hand-picked crew. In Mul- 
ler’s words to the delegates: ‘“The VVA is 
what you have made it from this day for- 
ward.”’ 
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Fireworks Catolog 
(REFUNDABLE) 
HOLIDAY SALES 
5 State Street 
Hammond, IN 46320 


1-219-937-3322 
VOID WHERE PROHIBITED 


MKII MILITARY 
GRENADES 


WE DID OUR BEST TO COME UP 
WITH THE MOST COMPLETE SET OF 
NEW COMPONENTS FOR THIS 
CLASSIC AND MOST EFFECTIVE 
WEAPON. COMES WITH BRAND 
NEW, NEVER FIRED, COMPLETE 
STRIKER ASSEMBLY, HANDLE, 
DETONATOR CASING, PULL PIN, 
EXCELLENT CASTING AND SAFETY 
CLIP, ETC. ALL THE HARDWARE, 
WITHOUT THE EXPLOSIVES. 
DEFINITELY NOT THE USUAL TYPE 2 
OR 3 PIECE PINEAPPLE GRENADE 
AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL ARMY/ 
NAVY STORE. THIS IS A REALLY 
OUTSTANDING OFFER THAT WE 
HAVE NEVER SEEN APPROACHED 
BY ANYONE ELSE. 


WARNING: FEDERAL LAW REQUIRES 
APPROVAL BEFORE ACTIVATION OF 
DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES 


MKIl U.S. MILITARY 
PRACTICE GRENADES 


1 OR 2 GRENADES $19.95 EACH 
3 OR MORE GRENADES. .$16.95 EACH 
SHIPPING & HANDLING 
ADD $3.00 PER ORDER 
CATALOG OF MANY OTHER MILITARY 
ORDINANCE & PYROTECHNIC 
DEVICES .. .$2.00 — FREE WITH ORDER 
BEEBE Eee 


ORDER FORM 


Name 
Address 


City Stote Zip 


© fF enclose my check or money order for $ 
Or please charge to C Visa S Master Card 


Account Number Exp. Dete 


Signature 

EME BeERomwmm 
Phoenix Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3339-B 
Evergreen Colorado 80439 
Phone: 303 674-2653 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE will hold its fifth annual convention 
at the Sahara Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, Nev., 19-23 
September 1984. The headquarters hotel has 800 rooms 
available at $43.00 per single or double occupancy. The 
Sahara reservation line is (800) 634-6666. One-hundred 


THREE GUN MATCH: The world-famous Three Gun In- 
ternational Combat Shooting Match will be held at the Desert 
Sportsman Rifle and Pistol Club 19-21 September. Entrance 
is by invitation only and competitors must write for an applica- 
tion. Send SASE to Bill Brooks, 4901 Indian Trail, Wilming- 
ton, NC 28403. This year 175 shooters will compete for 
$50,000 in cash and prizes. All shooters wishing to bring a 
quest to the range must purchase a range quest pass for $35. 
Range guest passes will also allow the quest free access to the 
banquet Saturday night. Transportation to the range will be 
provided for all shooters and quests. Shooters must register at 
the Sahara Space Center lobby between 1200 and 1900 hrs. 
Tuesday, 18 September. 


CONVENTIONEERS: Preregistration fee is $100. This 
provides free admission to all activities and events and in- 
cludes one banquet ticket. All convention activities, with the 
exception of the SOF Arms Show, are closed to the public. 
Preregistration forms must be postmarked NLT 31 August 
1984. You may pick up your convention schedule and badge 


SOF CONVENTION 1984 


19-23 September 


02 SAVARA:: 


Hotel and Casino 


CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


additional rooms are available at the El Rancho Hotel at 
$40.00 per single or double occupancy. Phone (702) 739- 
2222. You must identify yourself as an SOF Conventioneer. 
The entire Sahara Hotel has been reserved for this conven- 
tion, but you must register early. 


Three Gun International Combat Match................... 19-21 September 
Seminars by Noted Experts and Authors................... 20-22 September 
SORCArINS SHOW GOS. o-oo at cetera tisieisis ices oss caves sce 21-23 September 
Operation Headhunter: .. cc... .6 5 ccc ccc ccc cc ceca seen 20-21 September 
Rarachute Jump! School 5.2. <.6c6.0.ecrisisiciesisis ee one ences sae 20-21 September 
FirepowerPenionstrations,,..... cer « «sje cic ccccsc cnet accace deo ete 22 September 
PAWATOSLCOCTEMONYL Fe aeisrstore hai sor teies favlnels cecdlele state e ecact 22 September 
KPONVENELDMEEDS AMOUR e152 5.5 aictoleioicie ceiels cc ois icles oieys 6 ove’ ee 22 September 


anytime between 1200 hrs., 18 September and 1400 hrs., 22 
September at the Sahara Space Center lobby. Requests for 
refunds must also be postmarked NLT 31 August 1984. All 
conventioneers must preregister. 


OPERATION HEADHUNTER: Off your ass and on your 
feet! This year the Great Plains Shooting Association, Inc. will 
host the first annual ‘‘Operation Headhunter.’’ The 
Headhunter is a military obstacle course covering approx- 
imately five miles of rough desert terrain. It may include 
running, climbing, rappelling, load carrying and the use of 
map, compass and knife. Only 70 conventioneers can com- 
pete. This is strictly for professionals; the arm-chair comman- 
dos need not apply. For information send a large SASE to: 
ALECTO Group, P.O. Box 253, Elkhom, NE 68022. 


PARACHUTE JUMP SCHOOL: As of this printing we 
have not found a jump school host. Keep your eyes open for 
jump information in future issues of SOF. 


1984 SOF CONVENTION PREREGISTRATION FORM* 
Mail to SOF CONVENTION ’84, P.O.Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 


Find my convention check or Money Order ($100 per person). Amount enclosed $ 
(List each Conventioneer’s name, address and telephone number) 
(ARMS SHOW EXHIBITORS SEE FORM ON P.99) 


NAME 
ADDRESS CITY 
STATE ZIP 


* Preregistration form and refund requests must be postmarked NLT 31 August 1984. 
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1984 SOF 
21-23 SEPTEMBER 


BS asnuarnz. = 


Hotel and Casino 


The fifth annual Soldier of Fortune Arms Show will be the _ tions gear, security systems, custom-made knives, parachute 
largest dealer and retailer modern arms show on the west _ products, books, surplus and militaria will occupy 130 booths 
coast. Dealers and retailers of top-quality contemporary para- and 170 tables, for exhibition and sales, in the beautiful 
military and police armament and equipment, communica- Sahara Hotel and Casino Space Center. 


1983 SOF ARMS SHOW DEMOGRAPHY 


@ ARMS and ACCESSORIES: 63 dealers and retailers, Al Mar, Bagwell, Cam III, Cold Steel, Collins, Wells Creek, 
including Choate, HK, Beretta, Bianchi, A.R.M.S., Ruger, Nordic, Terzuola, Timberline and Daniel Valois. 
Sterling, L.L. Baston, Springfield, Detonics, Rogers, @ INSIGNIA, MILITARIA and BOOKS: 27 dealers and 
Leatherwood, Arminex, Omni and Spyderco. retailers, including SOF Exchange, Paladin Press, K&S, 


@ SWAT — Military, Parachute, Rescue Clothing and Eagle and Intemational. 
Equipment: 33 dealers and retailers, including Silent @ COMMUNICATIONS, SECURITY and NIGHT- 


Partner, Federal Ordnance, Cadre and Lancer. VISION EQUIPMENT: 8 dealers and retailers, includ- 
@ CUSTOM KNIVES: 14 dealers and retailers, including ing AN/COM, Critical, Laser, Northwest and Silence. 


DON’T WAIT! The 1983 show was a sell-out, somake  1(800)634-6666 and identify yourself as a Soldier of 
your 1984 room and space reservations early. Room Fortune Magazine Convention Exhibitor. The exhibi- 
rates at the Sahara are $43.00 per double. Phone tion space reservation form is below. 


SPACE RESERVATION FORM 


Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ARMS SHOW — P.O. Box 693 — Boulder, CO 80306 


I wish to reserve ______ 8x10 ft. Booths at $200.00 each. 
6 ft. Tables at $75.00 each. See enclosed 
i SSS CPOE ) 

RUMuANeee an ee =e ee SS 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


(a enclosed: 


I wish to reserve 


STATE ZIP 


understand that Iam responsible for the exhibitareainmynameand _ issued per table and four per booth. One additional badge will be 
do not hold SOF Convention, Inc. responsible for my property. [also _ issued per each additional table and two per each additional booth. 
agree to abide by all federal and state firearms laws and the rules set All booth exhibitors will receive an exhibitors brochure listing prices 
by SOF Convention, Inc. I also understand that two badges will be _ for electricity, shipping, etc. 


SIGNATURE ee Es lS * 
); ). 


I will sell ( 


I will display only ( Type of items to be exhibited: 


For Further Information Call (919) 392-2961 
Closing date for reservations is 1 September 1984. No refunds will be given after 1 September 1984. 
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The Ranger Bush Hat in popular woodland camouflage 
pattern is an excellent hat for hunters, campers or hikers. 
50% nylon/50% cotton, four wire mesh ventilators in the 
crown, plus a %” inch wide nylon webbed band with loops 
for adding natural camouflage. Floppy brim, 3” wide, Ad- 
justable nylon chin strap. Hand washable. Available in 
sizes Small (7), Medium (7s), Large (72), and X-Large 
(7%). We honor VISA and MasterCard. Moneyback 


FES SoGea epi. J-54 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


CO #7H Ranger Bush Hat (Size. Jes $10.95 
C #9969 FREE Catalog 


se Ook) oT -suirts 


2nd AMENDMENT: 


THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO KEEP 
AMD BEAR ARMS 


CAPS 


T-SHIRTS $8.00,, MeL. xe § 


navy, red, biark 
add P&H $41.50 Can $2.00 
Forelgn $5.00 


P.O. Box 371 


* ANTI-PANIC SYSTEM * 


or any ‘stay alive’ 

situation. Each card 

has basic information es 

for 1st aid, shelter, eA) 

food. gathering. fire mmm. 

Starting & more. Great 

fun and learning. Order 

a deck today. only $4.95 or buy an extra for a friend 
and get 2 for $8.95 postpaid. 


Send check or M.0. to: (CI Send FREE Catalogue 


Quartermasters, Ltd. 
© 566 Roswell Street (SF15) Marietta GA 30060 


ERSEYS $10.50 
Miscvesoe COTTONIPOLYESTER MIX 


(GF RELI-PRESS ENT. 


Douglasville , Ga. 30133 


AWESOME 


Fire Power 


with your 
Combat 
Shotgun 
Bandolier 


BE PREPARED 


Your shotgun is worth 
nothing without ammo! 


No fumbling im boxes or pockets, 48 shells handy at 
your fingertips — ready when you are! 

0.D. Webbed canvas, adjustable, with shall retainer. 
Body contour, with even weight distribution, 
Economical! Carry 48, 12- 16- or 20-gauge shells. 
Send $12.99 plus $2.00 shipping/handling for each to 


WHITE SAVAGE 
4831 SE Powell Biv. #1038D=Portiand, OR 97206 


JERSEYS Ww Ww 


When it Absolutely HAS to Be There... 
bY NSD 


c 


1983 RELI-PRESS ENT. 


Only the strang SURVIVE 


| —OOL 


LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 


ONLY 
S4 295 


Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Modej 
K-99-A 


Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
tf Not Fully Satistied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-5-SF 


373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between ane or tape recorder and your telephone or 


telephone , 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic 


Starts automatically when ee is answered. 
tops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


size tou." 


Each 


$19.95 


Qty. Disc. Avail, 


10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to ‘4 mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD’s 


other specialt 
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t. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 
items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size 2"x 3"x 34" 


SANDINISTA GULAG 


Continued from page 29 


turned into a light-yellow solution. Peters 
also said an overdose would be fatal.] 

Araya Montoya explained: ‘‘Oh, this was 
common,”’ he said. ‘‘We’d inject prisoners 
like pigs. Not only political cases, but delin- 
quents, too. No sanitation; the same syr- 
inges were used. Just stick them and push 
them in a seat. Almost every little security 
chapter had a kit.”’ A 

Barberena had told me three months ear- 
lier that prisoners were sometimes over- 
dosed with ‘‘truth serum’’ to give death the 
appearance of natural causes. Araya Mon- 
toya agreed. 

Women are not spared from Sandinista 
torture, according to a shaggy-haired, 21- 
year-old ARDE guerrilla called Alcaravan, 
whom I interviewed in late November in a 
jungle encampment in southern Nicaragua. 
In September 1981, he was a member of the 
Brigadas de Choque, a Sandinista commun- 
ity police force in Managua and part of a 
patrol that arrested a young woman. 

“She was from the C.U.S. — a union — 
and making a lot of noise,’’ he recounted. 
‘‘We got her in the afternoon and took her to 
the Plaza del Sol building. We received 
orders to take her to El Chipote [Somoza’s 
old bunker. Ironically the Ortegas have 
offices there now]. 

“‘There two State Security intelligence 
officers tied and blindfolded her. One put 
his hand on her neck and threw her into /a 
chiquita. After a half-hour they threw her 
into a dark room with a dim red light. They 
stripped and hit her — in the face, then the 
stomach — and said if she didn’t talk, 
they’d yank out all her fingernails. She was 
crying. With pincers, they pulled out a 
thumbnail. We were waiting at the doorway 
and they told us to scram.” 

Alcaravan does not know what happened 
to the woman. Nor does he know what hap- 
pened to a dissident sailor whom he said the 
Sandinistas tied to an iron T-bar and beat in 
the courtyard of the Police of Internal Order 
(PO]) base in March 1982. Alcaravan was a 
prisoner himself then (due to a falling out 
with his superiors) and saw the incident 
through his outdoor pen. 

“They disappeared him,’’ he said. 

The former Sandinista officers say hun- 
dreds of ‘‘desaparecidos’’ are buried in 
clandestine cemeteries near the rice 
washing factory at Asese de Diamante in 
Granada, at Mombacha hill, also in Grana- 
da, at Santiago hill in Masaya, at the 
Masaya volcano, and at many other places. 

Whenever I travel through their encamp- 
ments in southern Nicaragua, I find dozens 
of peasant guerrillas, humble in their rags, 
eyes ablaze, who tell stories of Sandinista 
savagery. Some may be exaggerated due to 
a combatant’s zeal, but I have found over 
the months that the stories corroborate each 
other. It definitely merits further investiga- 
tion by human-rights organizations. 

So, okay, Amnesty International, the ball 
is in your court. ®& 
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01st AIRBORNE 
REUNION... 

The 10ist Airborne Division Assn. 
will hold its 39th annual reunion in 
Sioux Falls, S.D., 15-18 August 1984. 
Membership is open to anyone who 
wears or has worn the “Screaming 
Eagle” patch. For further information, 
contact George M. Rosie, 101st Abn. 
Div. Assn., P.O. Box 101 AB, Parch- 
ment, MI 49004, or call (616) 388-5801 
or (616) 349-5765. 
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lranian postage stamp drew a few 
comments at California State 
University at Sacramento when 
received from a foreign applicant to 
the school. It bears tranian writing as 
well as English caption: “The 
Takeover of the U.S. Spy Den.” Photo: 
AP/Wide World 


IA: 
SATISFIED CUSTOMER... 
SOF recently received a check from 

the Central Intelligence Agency Mail- 
room Library for another subscription 
to SOF, bringing their total subscrip- 
tions to 11. It’s nice to see that the CIA 
is keeping up with SOF’s intelligence 
coups. It is sort of sad, however, that 
the CIA can't afford as many copies of 
SOF as the KGB. 


ERRORISTS TARGET 

f U.S. CORPORATIONS... 

The alarming rise of anti-American 
terrorism in the Mideast has made 
American businesses acutely aware of 
how vulnerable they are in that trou- 
bled area. In fact, the fanatical Shi'ite 
Moslems who bombed the U.S. 
Embassy in Kuwait last December 
also had targeted the offices of Ray- 
theon, one of the largest defense con- 
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tractors in the United States. After a 
relatively peaceful lull of several years, 
U.S. corporations operating overseas 
fear that terrorists will again target 
them for attacks to protest the U.S. 
presence in the Mideast. As a result, 
sales of anti-terrorist insurance poli- 
cies, bullet-proof body armor, armored 
vehicles, specially designed security 
courses, and the employment of pro- 
tection services has risen to record 
numbers. 


OMETHING FISHY 
IN NICARAGUA... 

Residents of the small Nicaraguan 
fishing island of La Concha claim that a 
fishing cooperative, Mario Carrillo, has 
been used for the past three years asa 
transshipment point for arms being 
sent to El Salvador, 40 miles to the 
north, according to a Miami Herald arti- 
cle. 

The Nicaraguan government denies 
the charge, but many of the residents 
of villages scattered about the small 
island say that soldiers in military 
vehicles regularly unloaded wooden 
boxes at the water’s edge and a 14- 
boat fleet made fortnightly departures 
from the island with the boxes bound 
for El Salvador. Village fishermen also 
reported finding some of the wooden 
boxes containing “bazookas” on the 
shoreline. 

When reporters visited the state- 
owned -‘‘fishing cooperative,” they 
could find no evidence of any fishing- 
related activity; instead they found a 
Sandinista Army banner, a firing 
target, dozens of spent rifle casings, a 
radio antenna and empty wooden 
boxes like the ones described by the 
villagers. 


IERRA 
MAESTRA COMPLEX... 

Twenty-five years after Castro's rev- 
olution, the guerrilla spirit still lives in 
Cuba. In fact, it’s fueled by Castro's 
regime with such things as the Territor- 
ial Troop Militia, a paramilitary group of 
500,000 irregulars who don't qualify for 
regular military service. In 1981, the 
Militia published its Basic Handbook, a 
guerrilla handbook full of combat tips 
for civilians. 

For instance, it tells the proper way 
to throw a hand grenade: First, toss a 
grenade or two from 35 meters and 
then advance to enemy trenches while 
shouting, “Fatherland or death!” The 
handbook also covers the possibility of 
nuclear war, advising Cubans to close 
their eyes, avoid looking in the direc- 
tion of the fireball, hide behind some- 
thing or hug the ground, wait for the 
initial impact to end — then “continue 
carrying out your combat mission.” 
And don't forget to yell, “Fatherland or 
death!” 3 


T-SHIRTS 


of Multi Color Designs & Made in U.S.A. 


T-359 
4 Color on 
Olive Drab 


T-361 
3 Color on 
Olive Drab 


T-355 
2 Color on 


UNCLE SAM'S MISQUIDED CHILDREN 


T-362 
4 Color on 
Olive Drab 


SHIRT COST: $10.00 each which includes 1st 
class mail in U.S.A. & CANADA. 

CATALOGS: Come free with each order placed. 
Catalog wanted without orders please send 
$1.00 to cover the cost of handling and ist 
class mail. 

TO OROER: Fill in all information, clip coupon, 
enclose check, money order or cash and mail 
to RUS-T-SHIRTS, INC., P.O. BOX 540, Fan- 
wood, N.J. 07023. 


NAME: 


ADDRESS 
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Grand Total 


FOREIGN OVERSEAS ORDERS ONLY 
$12.00 each, item to cover airmail expense 
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GLEAMING BRASS 


e 
Classic 
s 
Lighters 
Exact reproductions of fam- 
ous lighters. A unique con- 


versation piece. An exciting 
gift item. 


WWI TRENCH LIGHTER 
3” tall with keychain 
ring. Gift boxed 
in Doeskin Jew- 


eler's Bag. $4 4% 


CASABLANCA 
3%" tall with hidden money 
clip. Gift boxed in Biue Velvet 


Drawstring Bag $4 495 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
ERNST, 2269 Market St., 224¢ 
San Francisco, CA 94114 


= ORDER YOUR CLASSIC LIGHTERS TODAY! = 


1 
Dept. 224C, 2269 Market St., 
I E ann San Francisco, CA 94114 
| Send____WWI Trench Lighter(s) @ $14.95 ea. 
§ Send____Casablanca Lighter(s) @ $14.95 ea. 
Buy 2 for $25.90 (save $4), plus $1 postage & 
handling per order. Calif. add 614% sales tax. 
Enclosed find check, 
money order for $. 


H Name: 
I Address: 
© City/State/Zip: 


_ LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
| GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 


SIX MONTHS NG 
|] StART NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 


i OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

e BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR * CUSTOMIZING * CHOKES 
il * ACCURIZING © BLUEING * SPORTERIZING ¢ SCOPES 

© BALLISTICS SECRETS * HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 
| © RELOAQING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE ¢ SHOTGUNS 

¢ HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
| PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS—CHARTS— EXPLODED VIEWS 
iy ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 

AGENCIES & BY THE VA. FOR Gi BENEFITS 

| OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 


MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 


ik meememon seer) Please RUSH lull info on how | can become a protec 
sional gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way. 
*ge; No obligation No salesman will call. i 


NAME AGE 
ry ADDRESS a = | 
me CITY STATE 2p i 
¥ ié MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GA54 

Bid 2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 


TH 
lhl EDITION 
CATALOG 


BIGGEST EVER 


NEW FROM 
NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S 


LARGEST 
SUPPLIER 


| OF GUN PARTS _ today 


RICK'S | 
ARAY-NAVY SALES 


CATALOG DIVISION DEPT SF by 
P.O. BOX 354 MARLTON, NJ 08053 - j 


THE MILITARY 
SURPLUS 
SATALOG THAT 
HAS IT ALL! 

e Replica Guns 

e Police Goods 

e Insignia 

¢ Clothing «Camping 
¢ Footwear Knives 
e And much more 


$4.00 


yy 
A 
SURPLUS-1982 CATALOG 


* INSIGNIA CAMPING *CLOTHING 
* POLICE EQUIPMENT * KNIVES 


K’S 
ARMY-NAVY SALES 
* REPLICA ARMS 


GENUINE GOVERNMENT 
+ A MOST UNUSUAL SELECTION 


Kid 


For your copy of this 44 
page book, send $1.00 
to cover postage and 
handling. (Refundable 
with first purchase.} 
Overseas via airmail 
send $3.50. 


Introducing 
My New Hollow Handle 


Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


8 
Blade with 

Saw Teeth $ 1 G9 00 

13" overall 

length. 

All stainless steel 

construction with { Photo by Moth: 

c y Mother 
combat sheath. Earth Nows 
CUSTOM HANOMADE KNIVES 

by Robert Parrish 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
Send SASE for more information 


440 C aly, 
That Work! 
f 
R, KNIVES 
1922 Spartonburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 


The famous C.I.A. 
“‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

«|, .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res- 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types...’’ 

‘lf he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 
Box 392 
Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


NEW - up to date - ISSUE 
LISTS & PRICES the 200 million 
items we stock. GUN PARTS 
FLINTLOCK to MODERN - U.S..- 
Foreign - Commercial - 
Military - MACHINE GUNS 
1000's of Illustrations 
Helpful Schematics 
OVER 425 pgs. 

Used by Gunsmiths, 
Shooters, Collectors, 


Militaries the world over. 
Surface Foreign $5.95 


Airmail Foreign $12.00 U.S. Funds § 


NUM RICH apms corporation 


P.O. BOX SF-5, W. HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 PHONE (914) 679-2417 TELEX 145-331, 
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FULL AUTO 


Continued from page 12 


rd, magazine is of the single-position feed 
type with easily-distorted feed lips. 

The unprotected front sight is adjust- 
able for deflection zero by lateral move- 
ment in its dovetail. It is held in place by 
an allen set screw. It sits below and is thus 
partially obscured by the receiver. The 
aperture rear sight is a sheet-metal stamp- 
ing, adjustable for elevation only by 
means of a sliding ramp below. Although 
not marked, the elevation positions are 50, 
100, 200 and 300 yards. 

The Model 55 was the para version. The 
muzzle compensator was eliminated and 
the stock redesigned with a pistol grip and 
folding wire butt. Although the Model 55 
is racy-looking and not encountered as 
often as the Model 50, it’s even less desir- 
able. The wire stock is unstable and fre- 
quently collapses during firing. 

The Reising Model 60 Carbine is simi- 
lar in all respects to the M50 SMG except 
that it has an 18-inch barrel and is capable 
of semiautomatic fire only. Most were 
made without radial cooling fins on the 
barrel. Several variations of rear sights 
were fitted. The Model 60 is not a Title II 
firearm. It was made in small numbers, 
supposedly for police use (in competition 
to the Thompson Model 1927 semiauto- 
matic carbine). 

When it’s functioning, the Reising sub- 
machine gun’s cyclic rate is 550 rpm. The 
selector switch is a sliding bar on the right 
side of the receiver just below the rear 
sight. The aft position is marked 
“‘SAFE.’’ The middle position is ‘‘S.A.”’ 
(semiautomatic) and the forward position 
is ‘‘F.A.”’ (full auto). 

It weighs only 6.75 pounds, empty, yet 
its closed-bolt method of operation deliv- 
ers high hit probability and controllable 
burst fire. 

So, who cares about the Reising SMG 
today? Novitiate automatic weapons col- 
lectors, that’s who. Like the MAC 10, it 
can be had in excellent condition for under 
$400 — an inexpensive, and therefore 
tempting, entree into the fascinating world 
of machine guns. But alas, we usually get 
what we pay for, don’t we? And, as we 
have seen, the Reising is a classic case of 
caveat emptor, ®& 


SUPPORT 
SOF 
ADVERTISERS 
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materials are meticulously attributed and 
acknowledged, and any visuals should be 
so packaged that they will not bend in 
postage. 
Thank you for your valuable help. 
Michael Morris 
Terrorism Research Centre 
Postbox 1464 
Cape Town, South Africa 8000 


N THE OTHER 
HAND... 
Sirs: 

I’d like to comment on the left-handed 
M16 question (see FLAK, February ’84). 
When I went through basic at Ft. Ord, 
Calif, , in December ’70, I saw left-handed 
Ml6s. They were few and far between, 
but they were there. As I remember, the 
drill sergeant said one out of a thousand 
Ml16s were for lefties. I’m right-handed, 
but I do remember seeing a few go to the 
first to ask in each company. 

The Army may not still have them, or 
they may not be available now, but don’t 
say they never had them. I wish I had a 
picture, but, as you know, it’s hard to tell 
when a photo’s been flopped. 

Rick Davis 
Bakersfield, California 

Take it from me, there never was any 
such gun. The retooling cost to create the 
lefty model would have been prohibitive, 
especially for one piece out of a thousand. 
— Peter G. Kokalis, SOF Military Small 
Arms Editor. 


OOD FIGHTING, 
f GOOD WRITING... 
Sirs: 

I just wanted to say well done on your 
coverage of the Grenada liberation (see 
**The Grenada Papers,’’ SOF February 
°84). If you ask me, the Grenadan com- 
munist government was just a bunch of 
mobsters kissing Russkie ass. I’m glad we 
kicked it. 

Chris Reed 
Brooklyn, New York 


NYBODY 
OUT THERE?... 
Sirs: 

I was a radio operator in an FA detach- 
ment assigned to Vientiane and was on 
loan to the main base station in the PEO/ 
Embassy compound in Vientiane. I was 
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there when Capt. Kong Le attacked the 
PEO/Embassy and attempted the coup, 
and was radio operator for Maj. ‘‘P’’ who 
was the adviser to the unit that was chasing 
Kong Le north. Later I was medically 
evacuated from the north after suffering a 
broken knee in a fall from a hillside where 
I was putting up my antenna after receiv- 
ing a shelling by the Pathet Lao. 

A Sgt. ‘‘B’’ was captured and held by 
the Pathet Lao for some time. It would be 
interesting to know if he was still alive, as 
any others. 

I was also with the 14th SFOD in Lop 
Buri, Thailand, in 1957, and the same unit 
in Nha Trang, Vietnam, from 1957-58, 
where I was again medically evacuated for 
reinjury to the same knee in a fall from a 
waterfall during a recon of a training site. 

Later, Capt. ‘‘C’’ was killed and our 
medic, Sgt. ‘‘R,”’ lost his arm. 

I ended up, after hiding my medical 
problems, in the Combat Control Team of 
the U.S. Air Force and returned to Viet- 
nam for my final tour before retirement. 

I was also in the Pathfinder Platoon of 
the 11th Airborne Division 1950-52, and 
the Spearheaders, 2nd Infantry Division, 
Korea 1952-53. 

The reason I’m writing this letter and so 
much about me is that I have met no one or 
even had contact with anyone from my 
service units since I retired in January 67 
and have kept a very low profile for a 
number of reasons, that have since 
escaped me. 

For those who know me or about me, I 
have no hard feelings about what has 
occurred in the last 20 years and do not 
desire to write about it or produce my 
memoirs ... but it would be interesting to 
know who else made it to retirement. For 
those old radio operators 1 am now 
N7EON and hang out on 40 meters. 

Donald Stetson 
Babbitt, Nevada 


H* ON 
OUR SIDE... 


Sirs: 

My fellow officers and myself greatly 
appreciate the work you’re doing. SOF 
provides a sorely needed counterpoint to 
the flood of leftist media in this country. 

When I was an instructor at the Federal 
Law Enforcement Training Center in 
Glynco, Ga., I found SOF was the most 
popular magazine on campus. I know you 
don’t always see eye-to-eye with the heads 
of federal agencies (neither do we federal 
agents), but be assured the street agents do 
appreciate what you stand for, and follow 
your reports closely. 

Raymond Sherrard 
Cypress, California & 


FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 


NEW 


DEVELOPED 
JUST as 
FOR 
YOU 


THE | am. ~ 
ADVENTURER 


Put yourself one step beyond the others in an Adventurer Camou- 
flage safari style hat. It looks and feels jike no other. The Ad- 
venturer is custom made of 100% fur felt, a shady 2%"* brim, 
tugged 4’* pinch front crown, and a genuine leather sweat band. 
The crown is trimmed in a matching camo fur felt band with 
buckle. There Is no other hat like this in the world. Step beyond— 
wear Adventurer! 


2413 S. U.S. 1, Ft. Plerce, FL 33450 
PHONE ORDERS (305) 465-HATS 


YES! | want to own one of the ‘first Camoutiage 
Adventurers @ $42.95 ea. plus $2.50 S$ & H, 
[Check Encl. C1M/C CI VISA | 


| 

I 

| 

I 

| ) Signature 
| Fla. Res. Add 5% Sales Tax 1 Send Catalog 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


(Exp. Date; 


eo (a) fe) (ae! \e) (e) oe) 


| 
| 
HaT size 6% 6% 7 7% 7h Th Th 7H | 
PRINT NAME | 
SS —————— 
CITY = Ee ea | 
STATE/ZIP | 

| 


THIS 1S A CUSTOM MFG. ITEM, ALLOW 6-8 WKS, FOR OELIVERY 
Lew Money Back (Less Postage) If Not Satisfied oom mom 


ow. 
“== Make Money ™, 
\W at Home in Spare Time 


BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 


Your love of guns and shooting can be the first‘step toward! 
an exciting career, Bea‘sales counselor for.a gun shop, 
sporting goods store,‘discount 
house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business —sell orirepair,guns. 


BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We show 
you how to buy and sell guns...cus- 
fomize, repair and accurize them... fit 
and finish stocks. Lear ai! about bal- 
; listics...black powder,..how ta 
: snr import guns. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 


We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 


License Buy and sell quns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im- 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy, 


Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart 


. included in your first lesson gives you new 
iw accuracy. Send for resuits of survey show- 
=, ing employment success of our graduates. 


‘geal Write for FREE ‘‘Gun Pro Career Kit’*! 
ero RAKE © 


\now ro, war Now Approved for _ 
GUN | Gland VA Benefits! 


Tt raining for the Future through Home Study" 
[| North American School of Firearms, Dept. RSO34 J 
] 4400 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 

] Rush me information telling how | may become a GUN PRO, t 


P Name _ 


es = naesto AGE 
Vappress_— SS | 

ciTy__ 7 __ STATE 1 
{2a SSS See Weed 
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CLASSIFIED 


A Ne ae 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 15th, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa- 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack- 
et. Cost per insertionis $1.00 per word — $20.00 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10.00 
minimum. Name, address and telephone are to be iIn- 
cluded In the count, FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 
words; Boulder, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. 
Abbreviations such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one 
word each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers 
are counted as two words. We reserve the right to delete or 
change any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE 
ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE- 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. : 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror- 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12.00 year. 
$15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00, LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 
507, Frederickgtown, MO 63645. (90) 


—KIMBERTAL— .; 
cs 


The Most Sought after Name in 
Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 


Champ.-sired pups bred for 
superior size, conformation, 
impeccable disposition. 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 
QUARANTEES 

——=—SHIPPING WORLDWIDE— 
American Express, Visa 
and Master Charge 
KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933-3600 


RFD 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus clo- 
thing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first 
aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O, Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (81) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
ph ees P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. 


VIETNAM CATALOG (With free “Vietnam Fetes) $2.00. 
Wooo ere $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1, Box 154, Milford, DE 
1 i 


WWIi GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, eave Illustrated catalog $10 ie lund- 
able), DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wt 53012. (B82 


Full Color Ready For Framing 
18” x 22” 


$6.00 
add $1.50 for postage & handling 
Optional caption available 


“What do you mean this ain’t 
our huntin’ lease?’’ 


Tanks Co. 
P. O, Box 31726 
Houston, Texas 77231 
(713) 681-4218 


Distributor inquiries welcome. 
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BECOME FFL DEALER! Best new kit with official forms, in- 
structions, wholesale list, gun jaws, and dealer supplies list — 
Eee (refundable). ALLIED, Box 41323-FN, Phoenix, AZ 


ES 
BRITISH MILITARY BERETS, S.A.S. Tan w/Insignia $25.00, 
Parachute Regiment Maroon Beret w/Insignia $25.00, Royal 
Marine Green Beret w/insignia $25.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. Zi 


VIETNAM MAPS KIT — 10 different. 1960's Military/Intelli- 
ee maps detail tribes, roads, Woe regions, relief, etc. 
3.95 complete! MESA, Box 1798-FG, Denver, CO 80201. 


MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com- 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDER'S ARMY 
SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. (80) 


AFRICAN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: RPD 
belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and paratroop 
insignia and badges; original foreign cammies and web gear— 
any quantities; will buy or trade for what you need. Peter 
Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, AZ 85018. (TO) 


Brass Catchers! 


Colt 45, Browning High Power, 
AR-15, Uzi, Mini-14, 
KG 99, HK 94, 93, 91 
$2.6°5 ca, 
M-10, M-11 


. $1695 0a, 
Send $3 for complete machine gun catalog. 


MileSahead in. 


P.O, Box 5212 « Atlanta, Georgia 30307 


IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA- 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, pocket 
bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder $125.00. FM 
Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, long-range wireless 
mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper beeper set $800.00, sound 
activated recorder $150.00, special listening devices from 
$50.00, automatic recorder switches $40.00, new 1984 cata- 
log $2.00. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspen- 
glen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (79) 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instructions to 
make powertul plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 
HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (81) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLESSINGER, 
P.O. Box 882, New York, NY 10150. 


REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches and police. 
All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches, Catalog $2.00; add $1.00 if 
1st class mailing desired. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-55, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni- 
forms, ieee weapons. New finds! Illustrated catalog, 
$5.00, MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (80) 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages — 
$1.00. Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more, 
Genuine Gl. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-25, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ale MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF 12, Orlando, FL 32860, 

6) 


IMPROVED TRIGGER PULL 
The most important improvement you will 
ever make to your semi-automatic rifle. 
SASE for prices and specifications. 


WILLIAMS TRIGGER SPECIALTIES, INC. 
RR #1 Box 26C 


White Heath, IL 61884 
Phone: 217-762-7377 


HARDER HOMES! How to bulletproof houses! Simplified, 
light, thin, economical method reveated! New, illustrated book. 
$5.95! MESA, Box 1798-FG, Denver, CO 80201. 


GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver Star $40.00; Bronze 
Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; Armed Forces Expedition- 
ary $15.00; Vietnam Service $15.00; Vietnam Cam: 
paign/Sterling Yearbar $25.00. Add stamp in trade and $3.00 
Postage. Most others available. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. 
MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples Road, Brookline, MA 
02146. (617) 731-0000.(86) 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (80) 


PYRO SUPPLIES, M80 Blockbuster casings, fuse, caps, rock- 
et supplies, more! Catalog $1.00. NORSTARR PRODUCTS, 
P.O. Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. (79) 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95, Guaranteed. Details 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-DO, Foun- 
tain Valley, CA 92708. (83) 


“GUARDather 
Ai LOCKED 


AN 
COCKED.. 


-. TO OPEN 
in only 
1/250 th sec. 
with only a 
press of the 
pocket clip! 


The Guardtather is not If 
8 knife, switchblade, 
Qranty knife, dirk, dagger, 
etc. There are NO FEDERAL 
LAWS AGAINST ITS f 
PURCHASE 


POWERFUL 
41, Oranance stee! construction SPRING LOADED 
2. hercaned mee) rou MECHANISM 


tapered shalt 

9 Positive lock insures 
shaft will ramain open 
during use 

4 Knurled pasiive 
gnp Blued hensh ~ 
sumilat to a fine 
{eer 


ORDER NO. 
BR-50010 
Send: $29% 
immediate pre- 
paid delivery) 


Discreet, effective profection tor those 
‘quesvanable occasions When peace of 
ming lands security, when a bulky tre Ul 
arm or knife will never do The Guard: f 
father is here — instanily avaliable 

~ without suspicion 

Pease note: The Guardfather is not a cheap 
pen or Mechanical penci! with an added needle 
of blade, but raiher a heavy-duty precision pro 
duct designed with your DEFENSE in mind 


BRYG’S, INC. 
P.O. Box 1452 
Lilburn, GA 30247 


Dealer Inquires Invited 


ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, eRe. $45.00 complete, ready 
to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 epee 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0631. Catalog o! 
devices, $2.00. (79) 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope, KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-85, 504 Yale SE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87106. 


DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A killing and 
mutilating art with advanced dynamic meditations to develop 
the unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illustrated 
a os $1.00 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRA- 
GON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 
60626. (80) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses, All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-95, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 

MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anywhere, work alone, short term only. 
Bounty hunting. Will take commission job. JIM, P.O. Box 415, 
Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (82) 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the ex- 
tremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning THERMITE 
INCENDIARY $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMERICAN INDUS- 
TRIES, P.O, Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (83) 
MARKED CARDS — BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossible to 
detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class — postpaid delivery!! 
$8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 — $72.00 per dozen). PENNSYL- 
VANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadelphia, PA 19138. (79) 


FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 
Survival writer descovers...secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I.R. see-in-the- 


related 


dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans- 
mitters, electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip- 
ment, police broadcast unscramblers, many 


more too “hot" to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. S-5 


15015 Ventura Bivd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 
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ee 
MERC FOR HIRE. anywhere. Don't get mad, get even. Work 
alone, short term, discreet, confidential. SKIPPER, P.O. Box 
546455, Surfside, FL 33154. (82) 


Se eee ee 
MERCHANT MARINES, seafaring adventure and employ- 
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page Directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA- 
TIONAL, Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (79) 


HMUINALS eI NY eee 
FOR HIRE — Ex-Ranger & Mercenary — professional investi- 
gator — high risk contracts. Contact: STRINGER, Box 934, 
White River Jct., VT 05001-0934. (90) 


UN IGUAI CAA el eee 
MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for- 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en- 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (79) 


VU hes Oe Ie ASSES eee 
SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, Immigration Law, Relocation, Employ- 
ment, Information bookiet, Airmail $7.00. Cash or U.S. Postal 
M.O. AMERICAN ATTORNEY. WEBSTER, Xalet Interlex, 
Sant Jutia De Loria, ANDORRA. (81) 


ee ee eee = 
AMBUSH VICTOR CHARLIE in the Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre 
in the Highlands. Neutralize the VC infrastructure in a ville. 
RECON, the roleplaying game of the Vietnam War. $10 from 
RPG, INC., Box 485, Lincoln, AR 72744. (81) 


COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2.00, $13.00/year — $17.00 overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, USA. (83) 


BIG MAPS! 45,000, color, topographic, of everyplace! Folio 
$3.00 (refundable)! ALLIED, BOX 41323-FO, Phoenix, AZ 
85080. 


§.E.A.L. TEAM CAMOUFLAGE BERET, w/Official Metal In- 
signia $24.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


EXECUTIVE 
TERRORISM 


GUERRILLA 
WARFARE 


|s there a transfer to Central or South America (or 
elsewhere) in your future? and you do not wish to 
become a permanent part of some remote jungle! 
Remember, once you are taken hostage all of your urban 
intelligence is worthless. So it would behoove you to 
attend the I.S.A. school for Clandestine Operations. Our 
ex-Special Forces instructors will teach you: Escape. 


Evasion. Guerrilla trng., Weapons. Tactics, Enemy 
capacilities. Support. Area assessment. Intelligence. 
Codes, Combat first aid, DZ & LZs. Propaganda. Ob- 


servation. Sanitation. Survival. Commo. Dead {etter 
drops. Rat lines, Demolitions and Map reading — 21 
different subjects over a two week (75 hrs.) period. 
Taught in English or Spanish, and all in the comfort of 
the classroom with NO field work. Send for our FREE 
brochure. 


INTELLIGENCE 

SUPPORT AGENCY, INC. 
P.0. Box 66-1105 ; 
Miami Springs, 

Fla. 33266-1105 

TEL: 305-252-2506 


|.S.A. Director - ; 
Jim Drouillard SFA No. 0-146 


RANDALL KNIVES***NOW!! NORDIC KNIVES has over 100 
genuine RANDALL MADE KNIVES in stock at all times. You 
can get your RANDALL knife in just days instead of waiting 
over 2 years for delivery. Send a large SASE for a free list — 
OR — for only $2.00 we will send the list plus glossy color 
photos of the knives plus Randall's latest catalog. Send to: 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Dr., Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (79) 


SPECIAL ACTION COMMANDO SCHOOL specializing in 
Survival & Commando tactics for civil or military crisis. Write for 
brochure. $1.00. S.A.C.S.,, P.O. Box 506, Pecos, NM 87552. 
(85) 


THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, ‘creative’ Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (80) 


MAIL SECURITY provides essential privacy at affordable 


prices. Keep your location secret. Send $2.00 (refundable), 
Box 70, Burns, TN 37029. (80) 


MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/traded. 

Current list 50 cents; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON, Box 

387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (85) 

EX-PLATOON LEADER, USMC Vietnam looking for high risk, 

Ron paying work overseas. Honest, dependable, feariess. 
ON, (913) 462-3585. (82) 
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from the Amer. f 
West to the DMZ 
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Made of quality black fur felt with a leather 
sweat band and dbl. stitched rim, this hat is 
like those worn by chopper pilots in Nam. 
Avail. in sizes 7, 714, 7%. 


ad sre S54 ppd 


ithout 
nsig & cot 1 ppd 


“AFRIKA KORPS” 
STYLE M-43 


FIELD HATS 


Quality made and fully lined in 
Woodland, Day Desert or Tiger Stripe 
Cammo. Also avail. in Black or Khaki. 


Sizes: S-M-L-XL. $2 3.50 = 


ill, catalog 1.50 or Free w/order 


MILITARIA INC. 


138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032 (201) 998-7471 


1.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.I.A., Special Forces, Ran- 
ers, SEAL Team, Recon, Scout Sips, S.0.G., Para-rescue, 
irborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. Large Seiec- 

tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure 

$1.00. KENWOCD ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long 

Green, MD 21092. 


YOUR STATE GUN LAW — plus interstates — $2.50. 
FEDERAL GUN LAW — complete indexed book — $3.95. 
GUN DEALER TRAINING COURSE — $5.50. BECOME 
PART-TIME GUN DEALER — illustrated plan — $2.50. 
DIRECTORY OF GUN WHOLESALERS — for new dealers — 
$2.50. FEDERAL GUN LAWS question and answer book — 
$2.50, ALL ABOVE JUST $16.00! ALLIED, Box 41323-F5, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


HONDURAS/EL SALVADOR Jungie Fatigues, U.S. Vietnam 
Leaf Pattern 4 pocket Jacket, 6 pocket Pants, $52.00 per Suit. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA 
Accepted! 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 


ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 
mr g 00 


POST PAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 

as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, cli 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- 
structions & free cleaning rod. 
For self-protection, theatre, do 


training, sports. Purchaser mus 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. ‘Vy <P 
WESTBURY SALES CO. Caltorma. 
P.0.BOX 434, Dept. TA-5-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 
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KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi- 
num. $7.00 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS 
POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (84) 


NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (80) 


UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save up to 20% Discount. Famous 
Publishers: Paladin Press, Desert, Atlan, others. 100's of excit- 
ing titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur- 
vival, Self-Defense, Martial Aris, Explosives, Silencers, Fire- 
works, and many, many MORE. If you can buy them elsewhere 
for less — buy them! Catalog $1.00 — FREE G.I. P-38 Can 
Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, (101), Sharon 
Center, OH 44274, (81) 


STEROIDS — Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what to pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STEROID 
HANDBOOK tells all! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801B 
Ocean Park #25, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (79) 


VIETNAM MAPS SET! 10 different war era maps. Military/ 
Hee neg sources, $3.95. ALLIED, Box 41323-FG, Phoenix, 


TIGER STRIPE CAMMO Handkerchiefs/Bandannas $2.75 
ea, 3 for $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


SURVIVAL CATALOG! 84 pages of unique and unusual 
books, implements, and weapons! $1.00: SURVIVAL SYS- 
TEMS-SF, Box 30309, Phoenix, AZ 85046. 


PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Booby- 
Traps, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun- 
chers. Catalog $1.00. AZTEC,Suite 341, 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Bivd., Norcross, GA 30093. 


ELECTRIC SMOKE GRENADES, Squibs and dynamite fuse. 
Send SASE for complete specifications and order forms. SME, 
P.O. Box 251, Warren, OH 44482. (79) 


LOCKSMITHING: General & automotive. UNLIMITED IN- 
FORMATION-$2.00 (unconditionally refundable if unsatis- 
fied). L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., #1048F, San Francisco, CA 
94109. (85) 


TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev- 

leds a to start you in business. Send $1.00 for cata- 

pike - ‘ig TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
ie 


1984 SURVIVAL NOW! Survival, storage, weapons, solar 
bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, combat, power, disaster 
skills, demolitions, NBC defense/decontamination, shelters, 
survival chemicals, medicine — 60 chapters! Big, illustrated 
volume — $12.95! MESA, Box 1798-FJ, Denver, CO 80201. 


ALASKAN Federal Wilderness Land — $2.50/Acre. (Lake- 
front and Riverfront Available.) LEASE Canadian Land — 
$1.00/Acre. BUY Repossessed Homes irom U.S. Government 
— $1.00 plus repairs! Details, Alaskan Maps, Federal Reguia- 
tions — $4.95/Report. All Three Reports — $9.95. HOME- 
STEAD, P.O. 1510-T10, Winterhaven, CA 92283. 


MX-MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. International. Count- 
less ads, articles, photos. $10/Yr., $17.50/2 Yrs., US, Canada; 
$24/Yr. Foreign. MX, P.O.Box 3SF, Torrington, CT 06790. 
Sample: $1.(80) 


WWII MILITARIA, records, flags, knives. Send SASE for list: 
HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 46203. (79) 


MILITARY MAPS! Hundreds of large, topographic, Arm 
maps. Plus CIA maps! List $2.00, OT!, 323 Franklin Blvd. 
South, #804-D77F, Chicago, IL 60606. (80) 


FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT $4.00! Applications, in- 
structions, wholesalers, phones, salestips, 15% records dis- 
count, DT!, 323 Franklin South. No. 804-D77F, Chicago, IL 
60606. (80) 


PARACHUTIST/ELITE INSIGNIA CATALOG. Photo illus- 
trated, $3.00. FOX MILITARY EQUIPMENT CO., 16W331 
Jackson, Hinsdale, IL 60521. (80) 


STOPI! — Limited Offer U.S.M.C. and Ranger commemora- 
tive caps for Beirut and Grenada. $9.50 each. One size fits all. 
Fast delivery. Piease specify. A & D PRODUCTS, Box 286-F, 
Bel Air, MD 21014. (79) 


USA SURVIVAL MAPS SET! Graphically illustrates danger — 
safe areas. Over 40 {with 10 attack/fallout scenanos). New, 
$3.95. ALLIED, BOX 41323-FK, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 


TIGER STRIPE CAMMO T-Shirs, Top Quality U.S. Made 
$8.00, 3 for $22.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


ATTENTION: SECURITY CONSULTANTS SECURITY 
COMPONENTS, equipment, CCTV systems and almost ev- 
erything you need in electronic devices, at wholesale prices. 
LEE, Box 2587, Shawnee Mission, KS 66203. (913) 432-8400. 


SS AND GERMAN WWil MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, daggers, 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World's bigget catalog, includ- 
ing two large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER, Box 177SF, 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (87) 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home stud 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, 
UT 84603. (80) 


KNIVES — Survival, Butterfly, Knuckle, Stars, Blowguns. 
Many more. Catalog $1.00. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, 
Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (82) 

RHODESIAN VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION organizing for 
1984 Second Annual Reunion. Qualified personne! contact 


R.V.A., P.O. Box 1159, 14526 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 
91405. (79) 


course. Free in- 
ox 1894A, Provo, 


T-Shirts $7.50 ea.— 


#1 Hey Russia — 4 color print on black 
#2 Special Forces Crest — 2 color print on olive drab 
#3 Special Forces Emblem — 3 color print on olive drab 


Mail to: OEC Inc. 
184 Main St. 
Nashua, NH 


03060 


ORDER FORM 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
ees, STATE ZIP. 
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THE ORIGINAL 

NATIVE HAND- 

CRAFTED BLO-GUN 

... MADE AND USED 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 

BY NATIVE TRIBES... 

A unique and special 

BLO-GUN both attractive 

and functional. Now avail- 

& able for the first time, at this 

RS Jow tow price... 4'5" long 

“ (three 18” aluminum sections 

r2 with feathered barrels) ... Long 
z 
x 
? 


SURVIVAL - 
HUNTING 
WEAPON 


= 
cs 
gy 
& 


Range and Extremely Accurate 

Each gun comes with 10 Heavy 

iY Duty Conical Head Nail Darts (NOT 

vos) THIN GAUGE WIRE)... Extra Darts 

* 25¢ each. ..ADD$1.50 postage for each 

gun... Cash, Check, Money Order ONLY 
... Satisfaction Guaranteed . .. 


Order by mail from: 
M. MOONEY PRODUCTS 
KEYSTONE EXECUTIVE PLAZA 
12555 BISC. BLVD. — NO. MIAMI, FL 33181 


(INQUIRE ABOUT SPECIAL DEALER 
AND WHOLESALE PRICES!) 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted for presentation 
to industry and exhibition at national technology exposition. 
Call 1-800-528-6050. Arizona, 1-800-352-0458, X831. (79) 


TNT, dynamite, nitroglycerine, plastic, detonators, poison gas, 
chemicals, formulas, much more. Complete instructions. Make 
our own, Send SASE. EXPLOSIVES, 1715 Leaf Ave., Mur- 
reesboro, TN 37130. (81) 


NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS — Private investigators, 
child custody, missing persons, industrial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603) 542-6380. (87) 


INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex- 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding “skips,” 
funaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $6. COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (79) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1.00 - Refunded. SAUNDERS, 
Dept. SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414, (80) 


SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT/COUNTERMEASURES — 
("State-of-the-Art Equipment!") Comprehensive Catalog, 
Send $2.00: NATIONAL POLICE SUPPLY, Box 131, Bridge- 
port, OH 43912. 


“LAZERSTUN” (DEFENSE WEAPON) — Shoots High- 
intensity Rays that Blind!!! (CAUTION — Victims Purport: 
“DISORIENTATION!!! BLACKOUTS!!! FAINTING!!!") Non- 
lethal. Handheld. Assembled. “30,000 Lumens-per-second 
temporarily Bleach Eye Retinas!” (Simitar to device featured 
on televisions’ C.H.I.P.S.!!!)} Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL 
LAZERTEK, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003. (Weapons 
Catalog, $2.00). 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure. Learn 
how. P.O. Box 1132H, Doylestown, PA 18901. 


PEN GUN-22CAL. you construct with ordinary tools and hard- 
ware store materials — $4.95. ENTIUM (S-2), Box 1650, Caro- 
tina, PA. 00628. (79) 


WW?2 ORDERS OF BATTLE 
You may knowAow and where the 
battles were fought. Now you can 
have the rest of the story! These 


i ee y 
new, 1981-1984, Orders of Battle oo 


reveal the most detailed intelligence available tn the Fngiish 
language on unit histories and locations of German, Italian, 
Russian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Romanian, Japanese and 
U.S. forces. 

Write now for FREE Catalog and Samples. 


GAME PUBLISHING 
3355 Birch Circle F, Allentown, PA 18103-4512 


“UNCONVENTIONAL JUNGLE WARFARE TRAINING” 
Midwest Training Center offers the finest courses available. 10 
days of the most realistic training possible, ranging from intro- 
ductory to professionally advanced. “Our security team is 
available here or abroad for special assignments”. Brochure 
$2.00. Box 2814, Evansville, IN 47714. 
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ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT — 
(“Worids’ Greatest Selection!!!”). Professional Wireless Micro- 
transmitters: 300° range, $40.00. 1,000 range, $75.00, three 
mile range, $195.00. Telephone Transmitter, $95.00. Tele- 
hone “Drop-in” Transmitter, $395.00. Panasonic 10 Hour 
ecorder, $165.00, 24 Hour Recorder, $225.00. “Vox”, 
$65.00. Automatic Telephone Recording Device, $60.00, Su- 
persensitive “Hardwired” 100' Recording Microphone, $75.00. 
“Shotgun” Microphone, $195.00, Infinity Transmitter, $325.00, 
“Spikemike”, $140.00. “Parasite” Transmitter and Receiver, 
$95.00. Bodyworn Crystal Quarter Mile Transmitter and Re- 
ceiver, $195.00. Linemans’ Handset, $150.00. Parabolic Mi- 
crophone, $85.00. Closed Circuit Television System, $395.00. 
pas Vision Scope, $125.00. Telephone Scrambter Set, 
$295.00. Telephone “Sweep” Son ra Stopper, $75.00. 
Pocket Transmitter Detector, $285.00. Telephone “Sweep” 
Countermeasure, $195.00. Tape Recorder Detector, $695.00. 
Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kit, $80.00. Pocket Metal “Frisker”, 
$50.00, Bulletproof Vest, $150.00. Car Entry Kit, $50.00. Send 
Orders: Microtron®, Warehouse/Showroom Complex, 42-38th 
Street, Wheeling, West Virginia 26003. Visa/Mastercard Call 
24 Hours: (304) 233-8007. Professionals’ Catalogue, $20.00, 
refundable. Surveillance Device Schematics Portfolio, $20.00. 
Surveillance Tactics Manual, $15.00. General Catalogue, 
$5.00. (Quality Guaranteed!!!) 
>> > -° > -. > + -o © -o -© -o -o - <---> 


TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY + 


OUR GUIDE - DETAILS EVERYTHING! 4 
Computer protected accounts, Safekeaping, 
Emergency Phone call, Check & Money 
Order Services and MUCH MUCH MORE!!! 
8% x 11 32 pages. $2.00 AirMail 


BUDD PRESS 
Eldorado, Ontario Canada KOK 1Y0 ¢ 


> > © © © -o -© -o -o -o -o > © -o -o -o 2 -o 


| BUDD'S 
1 OFFICIAL 
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ELECTROGADGETS!!! Sound Swipers... Video Peep- 
ers... Television Jammers. .. Mag ate Much More. 
(Amazing Catalog, Send $1.00): EMPORIUM, Box 6396, 
Wheeling, WV 26003. 


SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores. $3.00 WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 


NEED TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY? Confidential Arizona address 
for all your mail needs. Other services available! Write! SMS- 
SF, Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85281. (81) 


VIETNAM VETERANS, Gallantry Cross and Campaign Medal 
certificates. $3.00 each, both $5.00. Full refund if not satisfied. 
JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 


SURVIVAL NOW MANUAL! 60 chapter encyclopedia illus- 
trates and simplifies 100s of real disaster skills, $12.95. 
ALLIED, Box 41323-FJ, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

TIGER STRIPE CAMMO FATIGUES, Military Quality Rip- 
Stop Cloth, 4 pocket Jacket, 6 Fer Pants $55.00 per Suit. 
A.H.A,, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA 
Accepted! 

CONVERT YOUR UZI to selective-fire semi or fully automatic 
weapon. One afternoon with simple hand tools can give your 
ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. All the step- Pati instructions, 
dimensioned drawings, and detaited explanations you need 


are in this report. The ten dollars it costs will buy you more 
peace-of-mind than commanding your own army. Even if you 
don't use it today, the information will already be in ak ay 
when you need it most. Send $10.00 to SOMERVILLE, P.O. 
Box 7661, Silver Springs, MD 20910. (84) 


= DETECTIVE 


en libs = 
Cs NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
Ue Your spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an exciting career 
opportunity. Solve mysteries, bring crimi- 
nals to justice, protect the innocent, 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal- 
# lenging situations, withstanding hard- 
$3 ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative tethniques using 
special law enforcement equip- 
f) ment...the same equipment used 


, by the FBI, the CIA, and the 


Secret Service, Start your own 
investigative agency. Save up 
to 25% and more on all equip- 

Equipment—Plus ment. Send for free details. 


Much More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct, 
THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
DEPT. SF405, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit— 


Sullel-Proot Vests, Infrared 
Wight Scopes, iadanit 
juch, 


HUMAN SKULL, Authentic. Legal. $150.00. BROCK, 916 
Ranger, Cheyenne, WY 82009, (307) 634-2537. (79) 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — GENUINE Gi — 32 pages 
$1.00. Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equip- 
ment, DI hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, lensatic compas- 
ses, military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS, Depart- 
ment A-25, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


SMOKE GENERATORS — Large selection of candles, 
bombs, pots, grenades (eight colors), Catalogue $2.00 (re- 
fundable with order), foreign orders $5.00. SIGNUS, Box 
33712-W, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (80) 


NAZI COLLECTORS!! Nazi Iron Cross First Class with pin and 
maker's markings! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics, 
$5.00. REICHSRELICS, Box 54-DN, Braham, MN 55006. (80) 


FOR HIRE: USMC one to four men team, Vietnam vets Jump 
and Scuba qualified. Single and multi Engine Pilot P.M.I. 
trained PF’s and AD’s in Nam. Extensive Jungle Warfare 
Training. MICK, 3069 Great Falls Way #107, Sacramento, CA 
95826, (916) 383-6157. 


BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for pas and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2.00 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3.00 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, 
Box 90, Depew, NY 14043. (81) 


ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine Infantry mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transceives 38-55 MHz continuous tuning, 
with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 apiece, $77.50/ 
pair, good condition. CPRC-26 Canadian Portable Field Radio, 
compact size transeeives 42-54 MHz, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal: $19.50 apiece, $37.50/pair good condi- 
tion, R-108 Field/Vehicular Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50 
mint. VRC-7 Field/Vehicular Radio Set, includes RT-70 Trans- 
ceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, antenna, vehicle 
mount, accessories, mint in original cartons: $137.50. ARC-27 
Guard Receiver, single channel 220-250 MHz aircraft receiver: 
$12.50 mint. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add $9.50 ship- 

ing-handling. $5 apiece postpaid items: M-29 Microphone; 

ield Radio Techniques Manual; H-113 Earphones, BAYTRO- 
NICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870 


WANTED: Interrogation technique training from exp. survival 
teacher. Realistic environment essential. Curriculum, fee to 
P.O, Box 5327, Baltimore, MD 21209. (79) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2.00 for police aay B-PEC, 
oe SF483, 17122 Beliflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. 
POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches, Send 
$1.00 for list or $6.00 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD, Dept. 
SF1283, P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (87) 


W.W. #2 COLLECTORS 
& FLYBOYS 


Over 40,000 Items in stock & 
— WE PAY POSTAGE — 


#1. For the back of YOUR 
jacket . . . Flying Tigers 
Blood Chit Patch, 7°’x11” 
Silk Original = $165.00 | 
OR good reproduc- 
<i tion* = $20.00 j 
4% (*your choice of 

American or 
®& Chinese flag). 


i. #2. U.S Senior pilot 

, - wings, 3” = $7.00 
OR we have a few Chinese pilot wings with 
enamel center = $15.00. 


#3. W.W. #2 Style U.S. Officer’s Cap (new 
from original U.S. maker), tan with brown 
leather visor, chin strap and U.S. Eagle pin. 
State size S, M, or Lg. = $47.00. 


#4, U.S. Pilot’s Pants Belt, canvas with 
wing and prop emblem on buckle = 


#5. Aviator Sunglasses (large old W.W. #2 


style with sweat bar and belt case), new 
mfg. with safety-glass lens = $13.00. 


#6. Jap Kamikazie Cotton Head Band 
(replica) = $6.00. 
#7. W.W. #2 Service Man’s Personal |.D. 


Bracelet, silver plate. very popular in W.W. 
$10.0 


Our 224 page fully illustrated catalog = 
$3.00 postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 


W.W. 2 LTD 


Box 2063-F . St. Louis MO 


63158 


MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de- 
oa Financial privacy. Offshore opportunities. Free catalog. 
DEN, Box 8410-SF, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (83) 


“DIE YOU BASTARD”. Bumper Sticker. $2.00. T-Shirt. $7.95. 
taees Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake Drive, Prudenville, MI 
48651. 


RETAKE SAIGON and other songs like World Without Mos- 
cow and “We Need Another Kent State?” from the last concert 
by Buddy Holocaust. NOW AVAILABLE! Finally Buddy shows 
us the way — the right way. They didn't call him “Holocaust” for 
beac For this professionally recorded cassette send $4.98 

lus $2.00 shipping and handling to LETHAL RECORDINGS, 

.O, Box 8708-586, Newport Beach, CA 92658-1708. Check 
or money order. Aliow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. (79) 


GREAT LAKES FIREWORKS COMPANY. Brings fireworks 
fo your door! Illustrated Catalogue $1.00. Refundable. P.O. 
Box 5324, Cleveland, OH 44107. (80) 


FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe, Patriotic; top quality, countless 
items, lowest prices, illustrated catalgue $1; (Felundabie, 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 Sl4, Grand Haven, MI 
49417. (87) 

RATTLERS AND RATTLER HUNTERS — A well illustrated 
book describing rattlesnakes and the men that hunt and cap- 
ture them alive. $4.95 postpaid. HESS BOOKS, Box 225, RD 
#1, Saxton, PA 16678. (79) 
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FIRSTIN. 
LAST OUT. 


Uitra-High Quality Screen Prints 
To order send $8.50 plus $1.00 P&H to: 
Micro-Structures of Florida 
2072 64th Ave. South, Dept. B 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 
Specify S. M. L. XL & Shirt Name 
Florida Residents +5%, Sales Tax 
Foreign orders include $2.00 P&H 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE — ‘Nam-Vet, ex- 
marine, well experienced, if you want it done on a professional 
level. Reply with address or phone number to: INTERNATION- 
AL, P.O. Box 4344, Eden, N.C. 27288. 


MAN FOR HIRE (504) 356-7295 after 5 p.m. (80) 


NAM CMBT. VET — seeks high risk employment outside U.S. 
Virginian P.O. Box 1504, Cranford, N.J. 07016 (80) 


PRIVATE PILOT with plane for hire. instrumented rated, air- 
bome qualified. You call, | haul. Serious inquiries only. No 
Reds! Contact: UNICORN — (212) 984-6707. (80) 


ACTION BOOKS FROM PALADIN PRESS! Updated catalog 


listing fascinating books on survival, weaponry, knife fighting, 
creative revenge, exotic weapons systems, self-defense, plus 
much more! $1.00 PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-KFS, Boulder, 
Colorado 80306. (84) 


EX-MARINE RECON, Vietnam '68-'70. Adventurer and en- 
trepreneur. Well trained, read, groomed and documented. 
Seeks employment as aide, (bodyguard and/or companion). 
Business and personal projects man. Capabie, trustworthy, 
discreet. Gare, P.O. Box 474, East Liverpool, Ohio, 43920. 


TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 


TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD 
“Hybrid’’ : 


“, 


Personal © Executive ¢ Professional Protection 
Scouting © Tracking © Patrol 
uabtj{ajuj » snoahesnog e ajgepuadag 


; Anyiqeis 9 ysGuadg souadng so} paig 


“FRIEND AND PARTNER“: 


Protective Loyal Companion for Home-Apt.-Retreat-Camping 

Hiking-Patrol.... Special Operations. ...'\Whatever''!!!'We Are 

Specialists_in \Breeding, Development. and ig Of the 

TIMBERSHEPHERD™ and German Shephe 

Individual and/or |Pratessional Specifications, Private, Uaw 

Enforcement (public or /private).|Depanmental Inquires Invited 
PPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE — 


Box 1620 . 29801 (803 
Send $2.00 for Brochure. 
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GENUINE G.|. SURPLUS clothing, equipment, packs, boots, 
sleeping bags, survival gear, camping & outdoor wear. AMER- 
ICAN ARMY & NAVY SURPLUS, 3 N. 4th St., Mpls.. MN 
55401. Send $2.00 for latest brochure. 


BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, S.A.S., Airborne, Headwear, Badges, Insignia, 
Wings, Medais, Webbing, etc. $1.00 for list. BRITISH COL- 
LECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, 
CA 90403. (83) : 

u60RUSSIAN AIRBORNE BERETS, Black Beret (copy) with 
ORIGINAL Russian insignia $20.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, De- 
nver, CO 80221. 


BORDER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION P.O. Box 
261544, Excom 2023, South Africa. 


FOR HIRE: Merc, Bounty Hunter. All jobs considered discreet 
and confidential and expected. Contact: RYAN, P.O. Box 8, 
Buffalo, NY 14212. 


CONFIDENTIAL RELIABLE Cleveland Branch Office/Re- 
mailing Services. Inexpensive. Secret mail receiving/forward- 
ing. Free Details. CMS, Box 25491F, Cleveland, OH 44125. 


30 - 40% OFF GERBER KNIVES, REDFIELD, LEUPOLD, 
Tasco scopes; Muzzieloaders! Send $1.00 for Complete 
Pricelist! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund, Uniontown, PA 
15401. 


VIETNAM SERVICE CERTIFICATES, Ranger, Pathfinder, 
Jungle Expert, Soviet, Israeli and other military award docu- 
ments. Send SASE for illustrated list. EWING, Box 993, Mont- 
pelier, VT 05602. 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ee Only 
$5.00. Invest in your survival, POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, 
IL 60650. 


BEEF JERKY Enjoyed by backpackers & hunters since 1894. 
One Ib. pkg. $24.95. Send to OLDE NESTOR SMOKE- 
HOUSE, P.O. Box 301, Nestor, CA 92053. Phone: (619) 423- 
2303. (To) 

SABER-TOOTHED TIGER SKULLS, Lions, Gorillas, Human 
skulls. Inexpensive. Excellent quality reproductions. Catalog 
$1.00 (refundable). SKULLduggery, Box 1021-SF, Brea, CA 
92621. 


SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers, TNT, detona- 
tors, silencers, nitroglycerine, gas. Simple plans $3 each. N.W. 
Box 962({F), Orlando, FL, 32802. 


Original W-SS Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 


REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 


Sizes: 
SM, M, L, XL 


GIANT Catalog of SS Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 


KRUPPER 


BOX 177K * SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208. 


MONEY, BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME, 3 Year FFL 
License Kit, 23 chapters, Contains all information to operate, 
Plus Popkcations Forms, Firearms Registration Forms, BATF 
"800" Numbers, Addresses, Wholesale Sources, Questions 
and Answers on Federal Laws; $4.95, Federal Gun Laws; 
$2.50, Your Complete State Gun Laws; $2.50, Concealed Gun 
Permit Information, $2.00, Class 3 License Regulations, 
Forms, $3.50, Directory Wholesale Sources, $3.50, ALL PUB- 
LICATIONS ABOVE $14.95. FREE CATALOG, REDDICK, 
1821-H Bacon, San Diego, CA, 92107. 


COURIER, Merc, Bounty Hunter, Bodyguard. Individual, or 
team will consider any high risk operation. Will travel. Short or 
long term. Discreet. G.W.T., 20325 Sherman Wy. #17, Cano- 
ga Park, CA 91306. 


YOUR EMPLOYMENT QUESTIONS about the S.A. Army 
answered confidentially. Airmail $15.00 cash or U.S. Postal 
M.O., BRIAN LAWLESS, Box 2148, Randburg 2125, Johan- 
nesburg, South Africa. (80) 


CONTACTMAN — SOUTH WEST AFRICA Any inquiry-good 
connections-ex-Rhodesian, send $10 bankdraft or cash, GG 
Agencies, P.O. Box 3331, Windhoek, South West Africa. (80) 


BELT FED AR-15 


Semi-Auto and Automatic* 
AR-15/Remington Shotgun Combo 


Send $3.00 for information 


brochure of your choice to: 


JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER 
AD2, Box 66Y6 «¢ Titusville, FL 32780 © (305) 268-1921 
“Automatic Requires Prior Approval of BATF 


GUN NUTS! Free 1984 Brochure available. Largest selection 
of Caps & T-Shirts for Gun and Martial Arts Enthusiasts. 
ioe CO., Dept. 014, Box 29141, Baltimore, 


RAPPELLING EQUIPMENT, RESCUE EQUIPMENT. Our 
equipment used Y F.B.I., U.S. Army, and police departments. 
Black Rope, biack equipment. PMI, SMC, Russ Anderson, 
Forrest Mountaineering. $2.00 catalog, refundable with order. 
WEINEL, INC., P.O. Box 213SOF, Valencia, PA 16059. 


WEAPONS, PROFESSIONAL GRADE 
DUTY * COMBAT + PPC 


Viable alternative to rising high cost of 
owning a professional grade quality handgun. 


FN Browing 9mm Military Hi Powers - 
Excellent Condition Combat Castom- 
fzed-Parkerized - Matching serial No. 
slide, BBL, Receiver * $595. 


Colt 45 MOD 1927 U.S. Mig. Ex- 
cellent Condition Combat Customized- 
Parkerized - Matching serial No. side & 
receiver new Colt BBL. © $495. 


Includes high visibility MMC sights, 4 
lb. crisp trigger pull, lowered ejection 
port, polished feed ramp, throated BBL, 
Pachmayr grips, beveled magazine well, 
exended combat thumb safety, slide 
refitted to frame, 

— PARKERIZED MILITARY FINISH - 


Walther PP .32's French Mfg. 1950's + 
excellent condition * $297.00. 


Extra magazines included 
with all three handguns, 


Limited quantity on all handguns. Satisfaction Guaranteed 
SEND $1.00 TO: 

HARRISON CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGUNS 

Box 1722 M-5, Alken, S.C. 29801 + (803) 649-5936 


SILENCE IS GOLDEN complete suppressor internals for 
MAC-10, 11 & UZt, all accessories. Outer tubes available. Law 
Enforcement, Survival, & Hetero ment. Auto Sears/ 
M-16. Cataiog $2.00 refundable. COVERT SYSTEMS LI- 
MITED, P.O. Box 16371, Dept. 1A, Seattle, Washington 
98116, U.S.A. 


TOP SECRET REGISTRY Government Radio Frequencies! 
New 168 page 5th Edition reveals 60,000 scanner channels: 
FBI, Secret Service, Border, Immigration, ATF, CIA, DEA, 
Customs, Treasury, military, more. $14.95 (+$1 mailing). Free 
a CRB Research, Box 56-SF, Commack, NY 11725. 


CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES, primar? priced. Also all 
type knives and historic weapons. Unbeatable prices, Color 
catalogs $2.00. DeINTINIS, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306 


MERC FOR HIRE. Will go anywhere in the world. Expert 

military experience, also Airbome. Will fly anywhere in the 

world. Security, courier. Other offers considered. Retainer, 
lus expenses. Passport available. J. BARON, Box 89838, 
hiladelphia, PA 19147. 


MAIL DROP. Total security write: Box 940, Claremont, NH 
03743. (89) 


DIVORCE ?: 


FIGHT SMART — and WIN! 


Down-and-dirty ‘‘Fighter’s Manual’’ 
reveals the sharpest tactics and 
nastiest tricks YOU CAN USE! 


@ Advance Planning, Grounds, Defenses 
@ Alimony Avoidance, Mistakes, Traps 

@ Hiding Assets, “Financia! Misconduct” 
@ Fast Money Moves, Stalls, Lock-outs 

@ Using Bankruptcy, Money Matters “after” 
@ Finding Right Lawyer 
@ Best Custody Tactics 
@ Child Support Deals 
@ Property Settlements 
@ Value of Harassment 
PLUS: State-by State 
comparisons on Alimony, 
Annulments, Property, 
Residence, ‘‘No-Fault’’ Grounds, and much MORE! 


oO RD ER 250 pages 1 95° 
TO D AY e hardcover $ . ppd 


EDEN PRESS © 11623 Slater ‘‘c’’ 


Box 8140-SD « Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
| SSSSRRRSSeCeeeeeeeee 


YES! Send me Divorce Dirty Tricks 


i] 
@Enciosed is 14.95 0 check 0 money arder. B 
W(Calit. residents please add 6% sales tax.) 1] 
a © Send latest Book Catalog—FREE 
game o 
phone 4 
) City i 
WSiate. Zip +] 
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QRAIVE HORIZONS 
PO. BOX 10952 
PARKVILLE, MD. 21234 
be 301-882-5664 
RISK JOBS PERFORMED. One or two man experienced 
team for hire, all jobs considered. We get results, confidential. 


Contact — RESIDENT, P.O. Box 54, Colonial Heights, VA 
23834. 


Sterling Prices Subject. 


GRAVITY BALISONGS!!! SURGICAL biade/skeletonized 
ALUMINUM handles. 9" opened. 354 ounces. ASTOUNDING 
QUALITY!!! Brochures available. ($49.94). Your 
“WHOLESALE”: $29.95/AIRMAILED"!! SELECTLINE, 
as alt 1977), Box 391(SFAA), P.C., Hawaii 96782- 


SELECT MILITARY ITEMS. Books and manuals, loadin: 
tools, send for free catalog. BLADE and BARREL, ox 2121F, 
Oroville, CA 95965. (82) 


ELITE FORCES INSIGNIA CAPS. Black. Top quality. pe 
selection. Send 20¢ stamp for illustrated price list. A&D PRO- 
DUCTS CO., Box 286-S, Bel Air, MD 21014. 


VIETNAM NOSTALGIA CATALOGUE — T-shirts, combat 
tapes, music, lost more! Send 20 cent stamp (no stam 10 
catalog!) for FREE CATALOGUE to BIEN HOA PRODUC- 
TIONS, Dept. CT, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702. 


RANGER HANDBOOK — Latest issue $5.00; Woodiand cam- 
mo T-shirts $6.00; Woodland Boonie Hats $10.00; Survival 
Tabs — 15 day supply $12.00; Cammo Compact — 4 
Colors + Mirror $6.50; Add $1.00 Postage — RECON ONE, 
P.O, Box 6978, Dept. SOF, Stateline, NV 89449-6978, 


COMBAT SANDALS 
‘ \, FOR LAND 
eo, } & WATER: 
RUNNING 


RIVER FOROING 

MARTIAL ARTS 
BASIC SURVIVAL 
JUNGLES/DESERTS 
BEACH ASSAULT/WAR 
‘orid's FINES T GUERRILLA Sandals 
Theyire SECURE ON YOUR FEET. 


© TOP SOLES Leather] highly water resistant. Send: $36. + $2. UPS 
© BOTTOM SOLES (Rubber) non-marring. te Renee 
© BINDING SYSTEM (Nylon} & SOLES are Brown. f or more info & 
© LACES (Nylon) °s” Wide, are Brown, Blue or Red, ‘90 ing uel 
LENGTHS: 4 to 13': Men; 5 to 11'2 Women. (19) 43 O2De 
WIOTHS: (N} Narrow to Med: (W} Wide to Med. M/C or VISA b Shone 
Uietpart oe} Pot Dia Dealer In nities (aviled 
Write usual width if known 9 
&/or send tracing of foot while standing. ALP SANDALS 
THE RUNNING SHOE SANDAL 250-D N. HWY. 101 
THAT WILL OUT LAST A BOOT! ENCINITAS, CA 92024 


World's Largest Manufacturer of Athtelic & Combal Sandals 


PRIVATE SERVICE. All operations from initial intelligence to 
execution, multi-lingual. Reply in confidence. WORLD 


SPORT, 250-2 S. Orange, Suite 324, Escondido, CA 92025. 
MINI-MANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA 40 page book- 
let. Send $6.00. WILDCAT PUBLICATIONS, Dept. MX, 7 
Michigan, Dundee, IL 60118. 

BOUNTY HUNTING, SPECIAL OPERATIVE. All jobs consi- 
dered, TRAVIS MOSLEY, Box 53, Downing, MO. 63536. (816) 
9379-2424. 


“Whe Golden Rute of Watery — 
” Those who have the weapons 
wothe the rules.” 


Send $2.00 for our 40 page catalog! 
COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES. LTD. 


P O. Box 306035 * Midwest City. Oklahoma 73110 


PROGRAMMABLE TIMER: Set from seconds to years. Minia- 
ture, failsafe circuit. Plans $10. Gary Detweiler, P.O. Box 
620251, Littleton, CO 80162, 


SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, body guard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know- 
ledge of military and counter terrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. Savant, P.O. Box 
348, Athens, GA 30601. (81) 

“HELP FIGHT CRIME — SHOOT A BURGLAR” and “RUS- 
SIA SUCKS" bumper stickers, $2.00 each. Also “ILLEGALLY 
PARKED” stickers for inconsiderate drivers, 8 for $4.95. Add 
‘50¢ postage and handling. FLYING DUTCHMAN ENTER- 
PRISES, Dept. S, 13033 Wirevine, Houston, TX 77072. 
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MILITARY SURPLUS — Chemical/biological warfare equip- 
ment, military clothing and equipment. Self addressed en- 
velope for catalog JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 
93539-4253. 


G.I. SURPLUS, Hunting and cone Equipment. 56 page 
catalog $2.00. RED BANK ARMY NAVY, 12F Monmouth 
Street, Red Bank, NJ 07701 


IRA (IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY) Berets, Black Beret w/ 
Insignia $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
WORLD WAR II military aviation memorabilia and current 
USAF - USN fight clothing catalog $1.00. INTERNATIONAL 
aa. SUPPLY, 919 Levick St., Philadelphia, PA 19111 
8 


EX MARINE, Vietnam Vet, seeks high risk short term di 
work. Anywhere. Complete discretion assured and expected. 
P.O, Box 7368, Chicago, IL 60680 


-50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com- 

lete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 

xcellent condition, Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long 
$53.50 plus $8.00 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 + $5.00; 25 rds 
$17.50 + $4.00 — Handsomely “chrome tone” plated at 
$20.00, $10.00, $5.00 additional. Also artillery shells, etc. Free 
listing. U.S. and foreign dealers invited. “Nation's mise 50 
cal, Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411 (312) 758-2183. 


NOTICE 


IF YOU CARRY A FIRE- 
ARM IN YOUR VEHICLE, ‘ 
YOU’LL NEED THIS HANDBOOK... 

The gun owner's guide to state regulations for carry- 
ing handguns, rifles, and shotguns by private vehicle. 
Also - federal transporting restrictions; bus, train, 
airline policies; mailing rules; laws of Canada and 
Mexico. TRANSPORTING PERSONAL FIRE- 
ARMS - 1984 EDITION. $4.95 postpaid from 


817, Boulder City, NV 89005 


Sparrow Publishing House, Dept. SF, P.O. Box 


15,000 MILITARY/ARMS books, paper, photographs; 50 
dealers; 5-5-84, ELKS LODGE, 8421 Arlington Blvd. (US 50) 
Fairfax, Virginia (Washington). Details: (804) 272-5558. 


THE INSIDER — state-of-the-art inside-waistband hoister 

priced 35% - 45% less than other similar models. SASE for 

ae prices. STETSON LEATHER, Box 1637SF, Wakefield, 
018890. 


The Great American 
Tradition... 


seat Myr 
GIANT 
COLOR 
CATALOG 


Phone 216/482-5595 


$900 


P.O. Box 26-SOF Ly 
Columbiana, OH 44408 — 


VOID WHERE PROHIBITED _ 


s 1 
i Pleasesend ____———cattallogs at i 
| $2.00 each. (Refundable) H 
1 Name i 
i Address i 
1 city State Zip wt 
i Blue Angel Fireworks Box 26-SOF Columbiana, OH 44408 i 


BELT BUCKLE 
VIETNAM WAR VETERAN 


"! won't apologize” and "Republic of 
Vietnam Service” on front; ‘! served my 
country In war while others cut and ran 
from it” on back, along with a place for 
you to put your name and unit. Solid 
pewter, brass tip and American made. 
Send $16.00 postpaid, to Max Riekse, 
3150 South St., Fruitport, Ml 49415. 
LISTENING DEVICE, build one it’s easy. Hear people talking a 


block away. Plans $4. F & P ENTERPRISES, Box 51272, Palo 
Alto, CA 94303-C (80) 


GOURMET SURVIVAL FOOD Five year shelf life. Not freeze- 
dried. No refirgeration. Easy to store. Easy to prepare, nutri- 
tious, convenient, wide assortment. Wholesale pnces, OUT- 
STANDING BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY FOR THE THINK- 
ING MAN! Send $2.00 to G & D Enterprises, 153 Julia Drive, 
Milton, FL 32570. 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses," samples, illustrations, $2.95! “Fun Dealers 
Wholesale Mae best prices, $2.95! “Federal Firearms 
Laws,” $2.95! ALL THREE BOOKLETS — $6.50! MESA, Box 
1798-FM, Denver, CO 80201. 

PERFECT POCKET SURVIVAL TOOL. 440 stainless steel. 
Easily carried in your billfold. Features: Knife, bottle opener, 
can Opener, fish scaler, wrench, screwdriver, nail puller. 
Money back Bates $8.95 + $1.00 shipping. INTERNA- 
TIONAL DISTRIBUTORS, Room 3-H, 39668 Durand, Sterling 
Heights, MI 48078. 


COLLEGE DIPLOMA - 1DAY 
Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available. Beautiful exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 


inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 
ALUMNI ARTS 
Dept. SF 16 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL — parachute 
course, weapons, survival, martial arts — by Special Forces 
and Ranger instructors. 2899 O Road, Hotchkiss, CO 81419. 


HITLER POCKET KNIVES relief of Hitler and Swastika 31/4" 
closed, 2 German blades. $6.50 each, pair $11.00. CORRA- 
DO, 26 N, Clark, Chicago, IL 60602. 


HAVE COVER — WILL TRAVEL. U.S. loyal & legal. Extreme- 
ly discreet gentleman. Bodyguard, Bounty Hunter, Covert In- 
telligence. fei6) 323-2088. (80) 


RED WINDOW DECAL: Hates 4 This property protected by 
an armed American citizen,” $1, 6/$5; Professional FFL Kit, $3. 
PFRB/4, Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87501. (81) 


HARD CORPS — Soviet Airborne Beret, KGB visor cap, MVD, 
KGB, Airborne, armored sleeve shields, “CA” shoulder 
boards, East German general's uniform, “raindrop” cammo 
uniform, VOPO helmet with cammo cover, AKM bayonets, and 
more Soviet, Warsaw Pact, Rhodesian, Israeli, and Elite 
Forces cammo and militaria. New catalogue $2.00. HARD 
CORPS, P.O. Box 10-4206, Anchorage, AL 99510. (80) 
UNUSUAL BOOK TITLES. Learn to be self-employed, beat 
recession, and improve your love life. Send a (#10) 
self-addressed stamped envelope to T.G.B. ENTERPRISES, 
P.O, Box 983, Madisonville, TX 77864. 


The best started at the beginning... 


ae 
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* Tao of Lian Shi Kung Fu * 
DveR 1000 ] BOOK ONE [375 Paces IN 
ILLUSTRATIONS * * * SEVEN CHAPTERS 
This expertly written book teaches the Art 
of "Personal Combat" from the progressive 
exercises through the Blocking, Kicking, 
and Hand Striking Forms, as taught by the 
Master Hei Long. There are over a Thousand 
Illustrations, spanning Seven Chapters and 
375 pages teaching the Art of Kung Fu with 
the experience only a Master could have. 


To order send $19.95 to 


A.B Publications ; 
1311 Andover Drive Suite One 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
Send $1.00 for book list 


MERC FOR HIRE ANYTIME, ANYWHERE. All job offers con- 
sidered. Contact J.B. Send job description to: 31355 Tamar- 
ack, Apt. 2110, Wixom, Mi 48096. 


THE COLLAPSE OF CIVILIZATION, The most horrifying fact 
filled book of this century. Learn how to survive the comin 
ultimate holocast. Fast delivery! $10.00. 7M PUBLISHIN 
CO., P.O. Box 136, Dept. SF136, Chriesman, TX 77838. 
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LIFESAVING VIDEO TRAINING CASSETTES — World 
champion John Shaw’s “Handgun Training,” $59.95 and 
“Shotgun Training,” $49.95; Police Lt. Jim Bullard's “The Ulti- 
mate Self Defense Course For Women,” $69.95, ideal for men, 
women, and children. Other po priced at $39.95 include 
“Survival Weapons,” “Survival Equipment,” “The Remington 
1100 Shotgun,” “The Remington 870 Shotgun,” "The Colt .45 
Automatic,” “The M-16," and ee ees * VHS or Beta. In- 
clude $3.00 shipping. MASTER VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, 
Dept. SF, 7947 Carol Elaine Circle, Memphis, TN 38134. 


MERC FOR HIRE — Highly skilled and professional individual 
or team available for high risk operations. All offers considered 
and held strictly confidential. Immediate response and action 
world wide. NG, Box 302, Cape May Court House, NJ 08210. 


ELITE FORCES DECALS!! We have Special Forces, 
U.S.M.C. Recon, Sniper, U.D.T.-SEAL Navy — MC a/c wings, 
2nd Force Recon, Navy jump wings, 101st, 82nd, etc. Size 
5x7. Beirut-Lebanon, only $3.00, two for $5. Send 50¢ or 
stamps for price list to ELITE FORCES SUPPLY CO., 22 
Orchard St., Newton, NJ 07860. 


FUSE! %2" DIAMETER WATERPROOF SAFETY FUSE. 
100' — $10.00, 300' — $25.00. POSTPAID, GUARANTEED. 
GREENMAN, Box 9026E, Peoria, IL 61606. (81) 


PHOTOS TAKEN OF ANYTHING, ANYWHERE. Strictest 
confidentiality. Serious replies to: 1810 Cliff Drive, Suite 50, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93109, 


NEVADA SURVIVAL RETREAT. High plateau, isolated, ex- 
cellent view for miles. Send $1.00 and SASE for info. RGA, 
P.O. Box 6, Linn Creek, MO 65052. 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE. All jobs considered 
and held confidential. Short term contracts preferred. Contact: 
§. Johnson, Suite 62A, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., Phoenix, AZ 
85029. 


— 
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-VIETNAM VETERANS: * 

Order your [BUMPERSTIGKER] and tell ‘em you were there! 


Only $2.00 each, plus 50¢ P&H per order, 
Vv When ordering, please be sure to include the year of duty you 
served in‘'Nam. 
em COO "ALSO AUAILABLE © 
with same info and similar artwork. Only $8.95 each, 
plus $1.50 P&H per order. 
Please be sure to include both year and size. (S,M,L or XL) 
COLE, Box 663«H, Olathe, Kansas ,66061 
BUMPERSTICKERS are vinyl, approx, 15° long. 
T-SHIRTS have larger design silk~screened on front. 
IN Made of quality cotton/polyester blend, tan color. 


ATTENTION GRENADA LIBERATORS and freedom fighters 
in Africa, Mid-East and Afghanistan. | am in need of Russian 
field equipment (Cuban, N. Korean) mess kits, canteens, rain 
caps, shove! and carriers, gas masks and bags, helmets of 
Russian, Cuban, Chinese, N. Korean, E. German issue, hals- 
ters, pouches of pre-56 issue and anything of interest, buy, sell 
Mea swap. K, CLAWSON, P.O. Box 27556, Tempe, AZ 


INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATOR FOR HIRE — Top notch, 
college edcuated, loyal. Reply, R.B., P.O.Box 271, Warrens- 
burg, MO 64093. 


ORIENTAL WEAPONS: ae weapons, explosives, survival 
information! Finest Quality. Catalog — $2.00 cash. LIBERTY 
CORPORATION, 104 Forest Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057. 


FALLOUT AND BLAST SHELTERS custom designed by 
licansed professionals. Be prepared for WWIII. For brochure 
and detailed ety | information send $2 to UNDER- 
GROUND SHELTERS INTERNATIONAL, Federal Bidg., Box 
16, Hilo, HI 96721-0016. 


GENUINE Gi CAMMO JACKETS, pants, boots, caps, berets, 
B-4 Bags, PLUS military ordnance, comunications, chemical 
warfare equipment, vehicles, aircraft, etc. Buy Direct form U.S. 
Government. Many items less than 1% of original cost. Resell 
for Huge Profits. Complete Details, Directory, $3.00. Satisfac- 
tion Guaranteed. KENTCO, Dept. S, Morganton, GA 30560. 


NEW |.D. IN AMERICA. All the info you need to create a totally 
new identity with a bona fide birth certificate, passport, driver's 
license, credit cards, and Social Security number. Order now! 
512x812, softcover, 120pp. Send $12.00 to PALADIN PRESS, 
P.O. Box 1307-KMI, Boulder, Co 80306. 


WORLD CAMOUFLAGE and insignia plus new arrivals of 
Rhodesian, South African. New listing $3.00 order now don't 
wait, FRANTZ MILITARIA, Route 1, Box 488, Bonfield, IL 
60913. 


OVER 10,000 PERSONS MISSING WEEKLY! North Amer- 
ican Tracer Association needs he!p in your area. Earn good 
fees. Details: N.A.T.A., Box 314-F, Boston, MA 02188. (617) 
328-4423. (82) 

ADVENTURERS FIELD COURSES — Learn tactics, 
weapons, survival — stay alive. Gear is provided. All skills 


taught. Application/Information $1.00. EXPLORERS INTER- 
NATIONAL, 518 Humboldt, Falton, NV 89406. 


Desert/Mountain Survival 
State University and the U.S. Mititary. 
6737 N. 18th Place, Phoenix, AZ 


4-6 day courses taught by Dave Ganci, 
= Write To: 
AO 85016 (602) 266-7585 


outdoor survival instructor for Arizona 
Arizona Outdoor institute 
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GI SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept. SOF 


ai ~~ AUGUSTA, N.J- 07822 
eZ’) “8. LARGE COMBAT 


FIELD PACK 


wee WITH FRAME (1¢2-atice Pack) 


3118" 
SPECIAL 


OP ginat and curmenrG | Ieye Long Range 
Specal Misvon Wea + 


a" RESHDOD Nyon 
wel catry Os eany 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS Money Order, personal checks 

or Visa & Master Card glsdly accepied NO COD's All 

Send $1.00 For 200 oo scnandive's 100". guarantors Residents of Aleske Hava 

Item Color Catalog! «sno Puerto Rico ada 5% tor shipping MINIMUM CHARGE 


seve's0.25, 201-875-3252 


ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON, dual function .22 cal. 
Zippo cirgarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four sheets, 
simple construction, failsafe design. Send $10.00 to: SAR- 
DAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 38118. (81) 


IMPROVISED WEAPONRY AND OTHER BOOKS. Send 
ane for price list. C.F., Box 142, Weymouth, MA 02190. 
POLICE CAPS & T-SHIRTS — Largest selection of city, state, 
federal agencies, official insignias, professional quality. Free 
brochure available — SQUADROOM SUPPLY CO., Box 
28038, Baltimore, MD 21239. 


MEAL, READY TO EAT. Latest military rations at wholesale 
ices. Also internationa! militaria. SASE for list. SULLIVAN, 
x 181, The Plains, OH 45780. 


RECOVERY AND COLLECTION! International agents 
peer results on any type of recovery. Reply to DELTA 
NTERPRISES, P.O. Box 5241, Rockford, IL 61125. 


WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold plated emblems 
for adventurers of distinction Brochure $1.00, Refundable. 
(aay WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460 Geinhausen, DBR. 
FOR YOUR EYES ONLY, the biweekly military intelligence 
summary, brings you inside reports on wars, arms sales, and 
new weapons, along with in-depth features on key develop- 
ments. $35/year, three-issue trial $5. FYEO, Box 8759V, 
Amarilio, TX 79114. 


INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS wanted for pre- 

sentation to industry and exhibition at national technology ex- 

ee Call 1 (800) 528-6050. Arizona, 1 (800) 352-0458. 
1. 


INTERNATIONAL DRIVER’S PERMITS. Police Security 
badges custom made, full color brochure $1.0. K-PRODUCTS, 
P.O. Box 27507, San Antonio, TX 78227. 


SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, Airborne Unit Coins, decals, 
flashes. 40¢ in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. 


MERC FOR HIRE. Team or single. High risk, security, bod 
guard, courier, exct. Anytime. Anywhere. 13 months 'Nam, 1 
“ military. Seven years merc — 3 years private investiga- 
or. Confidential. Contact: B.J., P.O. Box 3104, Kalamazoo, MI 
49002. 


SILENCER PLANS! Improvised silencers from household 
materials — $4.00, DTI, 323 Franklin South, #804077F, Chi- 
cago, IL 60606. (80) 


BRIGHT MAN, late 20s, knowledgeabie in eastern European 
matters for hire for intelligence work. Willing to relocate and 
receive training. Confidential. Just serious offers may contact: 
Box 664, Vallejo, CA 94590. 


BE BULLETPROOF! Make or upgrade body armor — Kevlar 
sources, plans, instructions — $4.95. Bulletproof walls cheap- 
ly, secretly — homes, fences, tents, trucks, anything — $6.95, 
Make industrial type bulletproof glass — $2.95. ALL THREE 
$13.95. ALLIED, Box 41323-FH, Phoenix, AZ 85080, 


U.S. ISSUE ALICE PACKS, Brand NEW LG-1 Medium Pack 
w/Straps $35.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Mas- 
terCard & VISA Accepted! 


50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — ANY- 
PLACE! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Box 1798-FO, De- 
nver, CO 80201. 


x 


PORNO HERON AERCREEEREC RUE EE SHORE ETMHRENEERNOEEH REN REOTT SHED 


BE PROUD OF WHERE YOU WERE! 


Atlanvon Vepinam Vets! You are now abte to display your pride for your country with our 
Republic of Vietnam Service S-shot 


DEST IEETIONTST TERETE TEESE TESST ESTER SU ESE SPE EESIESESESSES ES 
sen 
PETES T ESRC CURR ORE T ESOT RYSSESESEUSSSSEUSOFESSEERSUSEREEES 


3 eneewenerseceustcerverereesesencerercernenenanceaeananenneee 
=: ww eet a ee 
Vien Service rl Ail sturts are colorfully screen-printed ae | 
am TShits design above on shor sieeve. 50-50 Cotto’ 


S 8 5 0 polyester it blue or yellow shirts, Include 
ea. 


$1.29 shipping and handling (in the Cont- | 
* ~nental U.S ) Va. residents include 4% tax 


SENO CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
T.B. INC. 
P.0, BOX 61904 
Va. Beach, vA 23462 SITY. 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
Le eee 
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357 Magnum .41 Magnum .44 Magnum 


NOW available in a Variety of Calibers 


The Ruger Redhawk revolver signals the most important advance in the design of heavy 
frame double-action revolvers in many decades. It is the first double-action revolver 
designed from the start to withstand the stresses imposed by the most demanding 
revolver cartridge ever made — the potent .44 Magnum. In addition, the Redhawk 
revolver is now also chambered for the .357 Magnum/.38 Special and .41 Magnum 
cartridges to make it responsive to a wide variety of sporting and service requirements. 

Based on an entirely new mechanism and design philosophy, the Redhawk 
This detailed cross-section of the REDHAWK revolver encompasses a series of unique improvements and exclusive new features 
mechanism shows this massive double-action which make it a truly outstanding firearm. No other revolver made can compare to the 
revolver actual size. > i ; 

Redhawk revolver in these important details. 


a The rugged construction of this revolver ensures a service life in excess of many 
Nae rl ive mpenntiretiedl thousands of rounds with no appreciable signs of wear — a durability that has yet to be 
fully measured. The great strength inherent iri the Redhawk design is accompanied by a 
velvety smoothness and elegance in the function of its components which represent the 
unmistakable mark of quality — the outcome of creative Ruger engineers reaching for 
perfection. The Ruger Redhawk revolver demonstrates its superiority by the results it 
produces at the target. A simple comparison of the Redhawk revolver, point by point, 
with any competitive model will convince even the most critical user of this superiority. 


More Than World-Glass-- 
WOPKC'S GREATEST! 


REDHAWK REVOLVER WITH OPTIONAL 51/2” BARREL 


THESE NEW EXCLUSIVE FEATURES MAKE {7 
THE BEST DOUBLE-AGTION REVOLVER EVER MADE 


Heat-treated 416 stainless steel with extra metal in top strap and critical areas around barrel 
threads. 


Barrel forged with integral rib and ejector housing. Note thick walls of barrel breech and largest 
diameter threads of any production revolver made (3/4" x 20!) 


Massive cylinder with wall thickness greater by 25% than that of comparable competitive 
models. Locking notches are offset — not cut into thinnest part of cylinder wall over center of 
chamber. 


STEMAO TSA RANE INTO 
LOCKS CYLINDER AT REAR 


New, patented Ruger Single-Spring Mechanism — hammer and trigger are powered by a single 
heavy coil spring that provides reliable ignition with a light, controllable double-action trigger 
pull. Parts linking hammer and trigger transmit spring energy with minimum friction loss. 


Strong solid side-wall frame eliminates need for removable sideplate and contributes to the 
great strength of the Redhawk revolver. Field stripping for cleaning and maintenance is quick 
and simple — entire mechanism is readily removed from frame without tools. 


Grip frame contoured to provide full Magnum-style grip for security and comfort, results in 
better control and less perceived recoil. No need for adapters, spacers, or overhanging grip 
panels. 


SCOPE SIGHT MODEL 
INTEGRAL SCOPE MOUNTS WITH ONE INCH 
STAINLESS STEEL RINGS 


New Front Sight System features interchangeable front sights. Standard steel red insert front 
sight mounts with spring-loaded plunger and is matched to adjustable steel rear sight with white 
outline notch. Colored Nylon front sights or gold bead front sight with matching ““V” notch rear 
sight leaf are optional accessories. Scope sight model incorporates patented Ruger Integral 
Scope Mounting System, with one inch stainless steel scope rings included. 


eo 686 &© 6€SES 


0 New, patented Ruger Locking System locks cylinder in firing position by bolting crane directly 
into frame at front, with a strong pilot bearing at rear of cylinder. No reliance on ejector rod for 
locking. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 


Calibers: .357 Magnum/.38 Special, .41 Magnum, and .44 Magnum/.44 Special; Barrel Lengths: 71/2”, 54/2"; 


Overall Length (7"/2" Bbl.:) 13”; Weight (7'/2" Bbl.:) approx. 3'/2 Lbs.; Sight Radius (7'/2" BbI.:) 91/2"; Scope ICcpHDe LIER. TRS 10 ASI 


Sight Model: Equipped with Ruger Integral Scope Mounting System, with one inch stainless steel scope rings 
furnished; Finish: Stainless Steel, satin polished. 


WRITE FOR A FREE COLOR CATALOG OF THE ENTIRE LINE OF FINE RUGER FIREARMS. 
SINGLE COPIES OF INSTRUCTION MANUALS FOR ALL MODELS OF RUGER FIREARMS ARE 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST — PLEASE SPECIFY MODEL FOR WHICH YOU REQUIRE A MANUAL. 


STURM, RUGER & Company, Ine. 


123 Lacey Place 
Southpert, Connecticut 06490 U.S.A. 


ALL RUGER FIREARMS ARE DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN RUGER FACTORIES IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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One Year For Only $26 
OC Yes! Please send me 12 action-packed issues of SOF. 


One Year For Only $24 
OC Yes! Please send me 12 fact-filled issues of SURVIVE. 


| 
Name iataee Kia | 
SUBSCRIBE | Address SUBSCRIBE l ed — 
Ci ress 
NOW | ene —_— ee NOW | —————— ee 
FOR YOUR | $26 2nd Class (protective wrap) U.S., Can., Mex. ' PGR POUR | eee. 
PASSPORT TO | (883 Overseas Surface") $70 Overseas Air INSURANCE | (payment enciosed (U.S. funds only) 
ADVENTURE! | (J Payment Enclosed (U.S. funds only) POLICY l a ham O visa — 
te — , AGAINST THE | ha aan, 
| Signature | CUNEXPECTED! | - 
| Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. S4MY4 Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. S4MY4 


The New 
-HK 94 Carbine from HK 


» The HK 94, 9mm Para, Carbine demonstrates once again that the proof is in the performance. 
This new firearm, which provides rifle-like accuracy out to 100 meters, is a direct offspring of 
aN K's renowned family of MP5 submachine guns. The MP5 has gained international reputation as ] 
—— eft the basic arms of elite European and American special operations units. | 


Soe 


Se Key features of the HK 94 carbine are: 
m= Performance proven delayed roller lock bolt 
system 
@ Hammer forged 16.2 inch barrel 
“a Choice of two stocks: A2 fixed buttstock, A3 La 
sliding retractable buttstock 
8 Diopter rear sight adjustable to 100 meters 
m 15-shot detachable magazine standard with the ' 
carbine; 30-shot detachable magazine, an iM | 
optional extra \ = 
As with all HK rifles and carbines, scope mounts 
* -areavailable for the HK 94 Carbine 
ee 


All HK ae purchas 


retail, are covered byou 

5 YEAR LIMITED ie 4 A 
: ‘ 

SUGGESTED RETAIL 


—_ . 

14601 Lee Road ” 
Chantilly, VA 22021 
703/631-2800 P 


Isn't it about time you discovered HK quality? Visit your local dealer today 
and get your hands on this precision and high performance HK 94 Carbine. 

~ You will be impressed by the quality and value of this new firearm. You cans 
learn more about why discriminating sportsmen choose HK by sending 
$3.00 for our full color 24-page catalog. 


